The Shepherd’s Horn
December 2017
Annual Christmas Concert
December 10th, 4 pm
featuring choirs, bells, brass, dulcimer, organ and piano
Music guaranteed to put you in a holiday spirit.
Appropriate for all ages.

God Guides us to Jesus:
All church Advent Event
EVERYONE of ALL AGES is invited to attend this year’s All Church Advent “God Guides Us
to Jesus” Cross+Gen event on Sunday, December 10th around 5pm. Immediately following
the 4pm GSLC Christmas Concert, everyone will enjoy a scrumptious potluck meal in the
Fellowship Hall, followed by Manna-inspired Outposts:
Make a Maze
Candle Jars
Nativity Mural
Road-Sign Prophecy Hunt
Christmas Trivia
Cross+Gen means everyone eats, participates and plays together during this evening of
Advent preparation. Plus, you will experience a flavor of how we structure Manna, our
new Sunday morning faith practice hour where we feed our faith and follow Jesus.
Good Shepherd will supply drinks and place settings, YOU bring a main dish, a side dish or
cookies for dessert (enough to serve 6-8 GSLC friends). Please RSVP for the potluck at Sign
-Up Central in the lobby or electronically via REALM or contact Jen Jarman at
jjarman@goodshepherd.com with how many folks are coming and what you’ll bring.

Special Worship Times
Christmas Eve falls on Sunday this year. Please note our special weekend worship times.
Advent 4 Weekend Services: (There will not be 8, 9 or 11am services on 12/24)
Sat. 12/23, 5:00pm - Traditional service.
Sun. 12/24, 9:30am - Contemporary service.
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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS
If you know much about the Reformation of the church in the 1500’s, you probably know that
one of the ways Martin Luther got his ideas and teachings out to people was by using the newest
technology in his day; the printing press. That little tool enabled Luther to communicate efficiently and effectively with thousands of people, and helped propel the reformation as a movement
that transformed not only the church, but also the world!
Technology is just as important in our day in continuing to help reform the church. At Good Shepherd, we are taking an important and timely step to move to a new church management software system called “Realm,” for maintaining and managing our membership information and our
church finances. While this new software will greatly benefit our church staff and financial officers, it also has exciting
opportunities to support the way you are involved at Good Shepherd, and how you send and receive communication to
staff and other members.
In early December we will send out a letter to you via the US Postal service outlining the process for signing up for
Realm. It involves an email invite that will then take you through the process of creating a login and password. This will
only take a few minutes to do, but we know you are busy, so here is the “WHY” of our hope that you will do this:
Our hope for this software is that it will help us have better communication between you and the church, and you with
other members. It will allow you to easily communicate with other members that are involved in the same ministry areas
as you, such as Taft volunteers, music ministry, worship servants, etc. You will be able to receive important information
from the church that is pertinent to YOU instead of wading through long emails for that one nugget that you are looking
for. This software will enable you to access other member’s phone number or email from an app on your phone or from
your home computer, (no more searching for the paper directory in your pile of stuff at home). But this can only happen
if you take this first step.
We truly feel using this latest technology in church software will help us to continue to reform as a church as it enables us
to be better connected and grow deeper in relationship to each other. In addition, this software will also enable you to
register and pay for events on line, make changes to your own profile information as needed, and track your financial
giving and print your own statement anytime.

Please note, we will still be using all of our current forms of communication including making the Horn newsletter available online and in print and sending printed copies of your financial giving to your home. Realm is meant to enhance our
current communication systems, and hopefully give more people access to the information that is important to them.
Thanks in advance for being a part of the ongoing Reformation in church technology!

BECOME BAPTIZED!
Individuals who wish to be baptized and parents who wish to have their
child(ren) baptized are asked to attend a class on the meaning and benefit
of baptism prior to being baptized in worship service.
Upcoming classes meet at 9:30AM in the Conference Room on: December
10 and January 14
Upcoming dates when adults and children may be baptized during 8:00,
9:00, 9:30 or 11:00AM worship services December 10 and January 14.
Upcoming dates for baptism at 5:00PM worship service:
December 16 and January 20
Contact Pr. Pat (891-1700, x111) with questions about baptism or to RSVP.

HANDS AGAINST HUNGER WATER BOTTLE PROJECT
2,500 children across the globe die every day from unclean drinking water. Hands Against Hunger includes filters to turn
dirty water into clean drinking water in every Hope Box of packed food. Thank you Good Shepherd! Many of you purchased bottled water last weekend or made donations. We sold all 7 cases and raised $617. That money will provide 9,255
gallons of clean drinking water to orphans around the world. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

2

Men’s Breakfast
Continuing with our speaker series, we are fortunate to continue our conversations about
faith and vocation with Jim Anderson on December 9th at 9 am.
James Anderson currently serves as Taft law firm’s Senior Strategic and External Affairs Advisor. Jim’s involvement on various boards and with many projects in the community and beyond offer an avenue of experience to benefit fellow community members.
Jim stepped down in 2009 as President and CEO of Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical
Center, a position he had held since 1996. He was instrumental in shaping the extraordinary
growth at the medical center. Since that time, the Anderson Center for Health Systems Excellence has been named in his honor and he continued to contribute to the medical center
as Advisor to the President until June of 2017. Currently he is President Emeritas of Childrens.
Come join in some food, fellowship and conversation! Sign up for the breakfast can be found
at sign up central. See you there!

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

2017 Financial Giving, Ending Strong!
Thank you for your ongoing, generous support of our ministry in 2017. We ended our last
fiscal year (August 31) in a very good financial position. Our giving so far in this current year
has been solid, but not quite where we hoped it would be. December is traditionally a very
strong month for us, and we trust God will stir us to generosity to meet the needs of our
ministry.
As the end of the calendar year approaches, please prayerfully consider Good Shepherd in
your benevolent giving. Now is a great time to catch up with your estimate of giving if you
have fallen behind, to make a special gift in addition to your pledge, or even a first-time gift if
you are new to Good Shepherd. Your financial support helps ensure that we can stay on
track with our ministry plan, including our pledge to give nearly 25% of our regular giving
away in outreach.
Did you know that if you have logged in to Realm you can track your donations when you go
into your password protected profile? This new feature can help you stay up to date with
tracking your pledge and extra donations, you can even print out a statement. You can also
make a donation online! Please note, Good Shepherd will still be sending out a paper statement of your giving after the end of the calendar year so you have a record for tax purposes.

End-of-Year Stock Donations
As you consider an end of the year gift to Good Shepherd, keep in mind that you can transfer
stock directly to Good Shepherd as a way to fulfill your estimate of giving or to make an
extra gift. The stock market has made incredible gains over the past year. If you have been
blessed to be a part of that growth, please consider making a gift to GSLC, so we can further
the mission God has called us to! If you are planning on donating stock please notify our
Financial Secretary, Frosty Ramsel, at Financialsecretary@goodshepherd.com because the
churches broker acknowledges the stock gift, but does not have information regarding the
person making the gift”. We want to be sure you are given credit for your gift on your
financial statement from GSLC

Let’s Celebrate Buzz!
Join us for a very special connections café on January
13/14 as we celebrate the retirement of Buzz Dorward
from his position as Treasurer of Good Shepherd.
Buzz faithfully served in that position for 33 years.
Mark your calendar now and join us in January.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning
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Will you host a homeless
family this advent season?
The part of the Christmas story where Mary and Joseph travel to
Bethlehem is very familiar and something that we can all relate
to. Help us create a traveling crèche this Advent season by
hosting a GSLC crèche in your home for a night. Then, pass it on
to the next stop and watch where the holy family travels
throughout our congregation and city. Posting pictures of the
crèche in your home is also highly encouraged too! Sign-up at
Sign-Up Central to be a part of this progressive Advent activity.
Questions? Contact Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com

Families on Restful Mission (FORM)
Celebrate the Epiphany with friends and families from FORM on Saturday,January 6th at 6pm. Get ready to celebrate with
the annual burning of the Christmas tree, bring yours if you'd like. Please bring an appetizer to share. Family friendly party.
5751 Marmion, Cincinnati, Ohio. For information please contact Jill Messner at jillybean141@gmail.com

JOIN GSLC’S BOOK CLUB
Literature and Our Faith will meet in December on the
18th at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Karen Mazzei. We will
have a social gathering and read a Christmas short story
aloud together. Our Christmas tradition includes some
food and fun, so please join us! Please call Karen at 513290-8819 to RSVP

Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN)
Start planning your New Year's resolution early! The next opportunity to serve with Interface
Hospitality Network is Thursday, Jan 18, 5:30-8:30 at Saint Paul Methodist Church (8221 Miami Ave,
Madeira, OH 45243). Assistance is needed to help prepare dinner, eat with the families, and stay
overnight. This is a great opportunity to serve for all ages!
Other 2018 Dates are May 10 and August 30.
Questions - contact Jim Messner jimmessner51@gmail.com - 265-8932

Worship and Music
New Flower Chart
The 2018 Flower Chart is now available in the lobby. Stop by and sign up to provide worship flowers for coming year. Cost remains $25.00 if Good Shepherd orders the flowers.
Poinsettia Pick-up
If you signed up to take your Poinsettia home, please leave it through the 11pm
Christmas Eve service. Plastic to protect your plant will be under the poinsettia
tree table in the lobby.
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SPOTLIGHT ON CFAM—CARING FOR
ALL MEMBERS
Good Shepherd has eleven distinct Care Programs. At Good Shepherd we
have a variety of caring ministries which help members care for and walk with
other members as needed. Over the last five years this caring ministry has developed into eleven unique and self-sustaining care ministries. Those CFAM
(Caring for All Members) ministries are the following: Stephen Ministry, Parish Visitors, Minor Home Repair Team, Bereavement Team, Emergency Meals
for Members, Transportation Team, Hospital Callers, Prayer Chain, Grace &
Favor, Shepherd’s Pantry, and Just In Case Registry
There are 18 different CFAM team leaders and 160 individuals who have volunteered to serve in various capacities in these eleven CFAM ministries. We are
grateful to God for the commitment many members have made to serve others as the Good Shepherd mission statement states. If you would like any information or have questions about these particular ministries please contact
Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or call her at 891-1700, ext.111. If
you know someone who could benefit from one these ministries, please contact Pastor Pat at the email or phone listed
above.

DID YOU KNOW...
Hospitals rarely call churches when a member checks in for treatment? They may ask your religious denomination and
where you go to church . . . but they rarely follow up with a call to us. That is why it is so important for you to let us know
of any impending hospitalizations. You are a member of a church family that cares about you . . . so please give the
church office a call or send an email and let us know if you will be checking into any of our local hospitals for surgery or a
procedure! Thanks.

TAFT MINISTRY
Our year with the Taft Ministry continues with our theme of "Respecting Ourselves and Others". We hope to instill a
sense of self-worth, love and mutual respect by sharing ourselves and God's love with our students. We met with our two
classrooms on on November 20th.
Elizabeth Mather showed the children different plants that could be grown including brocolli, carrots, beets and brussel
sprouts and talked about how they grew. We talked about what harvest means and what a cornucopia was. Volunteers
had cut out one on brown paper and also some items to go into it such as apples and grapes. The children made one at
their desks and colored the four items, then glued them to the cornucopia while the 15 volunteers visited with them. Elizabeth also had an apple peeler which cut the apples into slices that we gave to the children along with cupcakes and juice
boxes. They also had a paper to fill out with what they were thankful for. It is wonderful that we have so many volunteers
so that the children can get individual attention. They love it!
Our next scheduled visit is on December 13th. We will be having a Holiday party with the two classrooms and sharing the
Christmas gifts from the Christmas Gift Program. This is of
course, one of our favorite visits of the year. Please consider joining us in this enriching ministry.
Contact Beth Townsend (beth.townsend@me.com or 513607-0135) or Sue Matz (sgmatz13@gmail.com or 513-6466928) if you have questions and/or want to learn more
about this ministry.
Lift Up Taft Elementary!
If you or someone you know is looking to buy or sell a
home, send a referral to Lisa Pregent and if it results in a
sale, $250 will be donated to Taft Elementary in your
name. lpregent@comey.com or 513-888-7173
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SHARING OUR BLESSINGS
Looking for a way to share your blessings this holiday season? GSLC’s annual Christmas Gift
Program matches gift givers in the congregation with those less fortunate. Gifts include
food and specific items for families and individuals.
Recipients are sponsored by the following organizations:
Graceworks Enhanced Living , providing homes for individuals with different disabilities
First Lutheran Church, serving Over-the-Rhine
Interparish Ministries, a group of churches providing assistance for the poor in Newtown
and Madisonville
Beech Acres, includes school-age support services
Taft Elementary, serving underprivileged schoolchildren in Cincinnati
Gift suggestions will be available for all recipients! We will be distributing recipient names with gift suggestions in the Narthex from 8:45AM—12:15PM on Sunday, December 3rd. Donated gifts will be collected the weekend of December 9/10th
for distribution prior to Christmas. It’s a great way to continue your stewardship and to help your neighbors!

The Christmas Gift Program Team looks forward to working with all of you to share the love of Christ with our community. Thank you in advance for your contributions!"

Good Shepherd Pantry
Time to restore our cereal supply in the GS pantry. Nothing sugary, please. We have also
had a request for microwave popcorn, now that the weather is frosty. Please think of our
congregation members who might need a boost to their budget. Your compassion can be
the light of kindness they need. Thank you!

Needed: A GSLC Member on the Needs board!
NEEDS is a coalition of about 25 churches and civic organizations that provides basic emergency assistance in the form of
food and/or financial help. The NEEDS pantry is located at Kenwood Baptist Church and is open to clients each Tuesday
and Thursday from 9:00am until 1:00pm. NEEDS serves the communities of the Deer Park, Sycamore, Madeira, and Indian Hill school districts and some areas of Princeton school District. The member organizations of NEEDS provide the
foods, funds and other items throughout the year by organizing or soliciting collections for NEEDS. Board meetings are
on the 4th Monday night of the month 6-8 times a year, as needed, and board members can choose how they want to
serve.
Good Shepherd has been an active member of the NEEDS food pantry since the early years of the pantry’s existence. I
have been the Good Shepherd representative for about 10 years and need to “retire’ and be replaced.
Here a chance to be a servant in our own church neighborhood. Call me, Jackie Cutshall, at 204-2895 to volunteer or get
more information. The NEEDS website is: cincyneeds.org

Manna
A new Sunday morning Faith Formation Practice Hour means you gotta have a new
logo, right? (Drum Roll please ……) Introducing our new Manna Logo! This image
was designed by our own GSLC member, Kim Hawes, and represents the themes of
connectivity and movement through learning the scriptures. The name “Manna” is
placed intentionally in the middle of the logo to reflect how it is the center of the
faith practice.
If you haven’t checked out Manna yet, we invite you to feed your faith and follow
Jesus with us any Sunday morning at 10:40am under the tent in the Fellowship Hall.
During the month of December, we will be preparing to welcome Baby Jesus as we
wait during the season of Advent.
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MEN DOING LIFE PRESENTS: PUB
THEOLOGY
If you are looking to connect with some other men at Good Shepherd, join us for Pub Theology, where we meet at Chicken on the
Run and share in some pub(lic) conversations concerning, life, faith,
and discipleship. We meet on the Third Thursday of every month
(December 21st this month) at 7 pm. Drinking is not mandatory.
Keep an eye on Good Shepherd’s Facebook page and on the weekly
Our Life to find out where we are meeting each month.
Have questions? Talk to Pastor Alex!

MOPS
Calling all moms of infants to kindergarten age to
come on December 12th from 6:30-830 for our
next meeting. We'd love to have you join us. Free
childcare with RSVP For more info please email
Liza at lizapape@gmail.com

FAMILY CHOIR ON CHRISTMAS EVE
Last year we had our first family choir at the family service on Christmas Eve and it was a wonderful experience! We’d love for you to join
us again this year. We will practice a simple piece together 11:30-noon
December 10 and 17 and again at 3:15pm on the 24th. You can join us
whether you consider yourself a “good” singer or not. And you can
join us if you attend one of those practices. Please let Pastor Alice
know that your family would like to join at aconnor@goodshepherd.com.

Dec 12th, 12 pm (noon) - Social Lunch
First Watch, 8118 Montgomery Rd,
45236 (Kenwood). Contact Lisa Meili at
larm@cinci.rr.com to sign-up.
Bible Study - NO BIBLE STUDY IN DECEMBER!

NOTES FROM THE EDGE HOUSE
"What most people forget is that school is really just a container to
hold the thing we’re actually there to do: to grow up, to be a real human, to learn what it means to live together on a great big blue ball
from which there is no foreseeable escape. Existence is hard, guys,
but it doesn’t have to be so hard. So, we practice growing up and being human. And we get it wrong. And we practice
some more. It’s easier when we are surrounded by the grace and love of a community who is right there with us, getting
excited about all the same uncertainty and fear and loneliness of existence. The Edge House is that community for me, as
I know it is for countless others – maybe even some of you at one time or another. The Edge House is a space where folks
come together to be (action verb) and in that be-ing we get the marvelous opportunity to know the creative, ingenious,
beautiful, loving, grace-filled spirit of God as I believe we were intended to experience it: with and through the lives of the
people who decorate our own lives so richly.”
Taylor Grooms (graduated 2016)

"Out" donations for BOND HILL pantry:
Baby supplies are welcome!
Diapers have been received, and some beautiful blankets, towels, and snugglies for which we are so grateful! Any additional foods, formula, bottles, diaper cream would be truly appreciated. Any size diapers are appropriate. Questions,
contact Koben Hinman 513-503-9485

7

Middle School Mixer
Who: 6th, 7th, and 8th-Graders
What: Middle School MiX for the Southern Ohio Synod
When: January 12—14, 2018
Where: Lutheran Memorial Camp in Fulton, OH
Why: Develop new faith skills and make friends with other
Lutheran youth
Cost: $85 (GSLC is subsidizing the cost for each student by $21)
Get out of the building and into the mix during this high
energy middle school retreat. This retreat will keep you on
the move with campfires, hiking, gaga ball, 9 Square in the
Air, team builders and other sport activities. We will have
time for worship, discovery Bible study, prayer and engaging
discussion.
Jen Jarman will be attending this retreat with the student
and additional parent leaders are also encouraged to attend,
including a male chaperone.
Participants are asked to stay for the entire event, so plan to
commit to the full weekend experience. We’ll meet at GSLC
at 4:15PM on Friday, January 12 and we’ll return around
2:30PM on Sunday, January 14. Space is limited. To attend,
register online directly with LOMO at http://
www.lomocamps.org/middleschoolmix and confirm with
Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com by December
15.

Why do People think I’m racist
because I’m white? And other
Difficult questions.
The world is different than we thought it was and there are a lot of words
and concepts being thrown around that may not make sense. Come hear
stories about intersectionality, privilege, heteronormativity and figure
out how Jesus is calling to you in this brave new world. This conversation
will be led by Pastor Alice for 4-consecutive Tuesday Evenings starting
January 16 from 7:00-8:30pm.
Reserve your seat at Sign-Up Central or via REALM.
Questions? Contact Pastor Alice at aconnor@goodshepherd.com.

Who is God and How God Behaves
It has been said, “Change is the only constant in life.” This saying could be, “Change is a constant throughout the Bible.”
Who God Is and How God Behaves explores three questions:
1. Why does the perception of God change five times in the scriptures?
2. What causes these five changes to occur?
3. What are the benefits that accompany each change?
In this exploration, the Bible and modern organizational theory in the area of change become partners in answering
these three questions. The course is led by Pete Rudowski, 10:00 Monday mornings, beginning on January 8th.
P.S. We are assigned to a lower level room because our laughter is so loud that it disturbs those trying to work in the
office and nursery school!
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman
(513.891.1700, x120) or via Realm

4th Grade Families
•

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, January 21st for the Presentation of Bibles to all of our current 4th graders. The presentation will occur during our 9:30am Worship service, with a Workshop for families to attend immediately following at 10:45am. Look for a letter with more information at the beginning of January.
3rd Grade Families

•

1st Communion Instruction will start Sunday, January 28th and run for 5-consecutive Sundays through February.
3rd grade students will celebrate receiving 1st Communion at the Worship Service of your choice the weekend of
March 3-4, 2018.
Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)

•

2018 Summer Mission Trip (A Week of Hope through Group in Indianapolis, IN) Deposit due Sunday, December
10th.
• Confirmation Christmas Party, Sunday, December 17, from 5:30-8:30PM at the Zink home. Bring $5 for dinner, and
an inexpensive wrapped gift ($7 or less) for the gift exchange.
Coming next month...
• 2nd Saturday of Service: serve at Matthew 25 Ministries on Saturday, January 13th from 9:00AM – 11:00AM.
• Confirmation Lazer Kraze on Friday, January 26th from 6:30pm – 10:00pm.
• Confirmation Parent Coffee on Sunday, January 28th at 10:45am.

Senior High (9th—12th Grades)
•

Campus Ministry High School Retreat (formerly known as the Jacob’s Porch Retreat): $25 Deposit for the Campus
Ministry High School Retreat WAS due December 1. This retreat will be held March 2-4, 2018 at Camp Kern, but
space is limited to 12 GSLC students – first paid, first slots reserved. Remaining balance of $60 due at the time of
the retreat.
• Parents Night Out Fundraiser, Saturday, December 9, 5:30PM -9:30PM. SH students attending the 2018 Youth
Gathering can earn money directly off their trip balance by volunteering at this event.
• Christmas Party, Saturday, December 16, 7:00-10:00PM at the Howie home. Please bring $5 for dinner and a small,
wrapped gift for our gift-exchange ($10 or less).
Coming next month...
• Scrabble Prayer Art Installation on Sunday, January 7th from Noon – 3:00PM.
• 2nd Saturday of Service: serve at Matthew 25 Ministries on Saturday, January 13th from 9:00AM – 11:00AM.
• 2018 Youth Gathering Prep Meeting on Wednesday, January 17th from 6:30PM – 8:00PM.
• Something More Equipping Event on Saturday, January 20th from 10:00AM – 3:00PM.

ANNUAL FALL RUMMAGE SALE
On Saturday, November 11, 2017 , GSLC
hosted it’s Fall Rummage Sale. Thank
you so much for your support. Your donations helped GSLC Youth raise $2,000
for our Shop for Tots Service Project
with VEIL ministry!

Youth and Family Ski Trip
Join other youth and familys on this Ski Trip to Perfect North Slopes,
Thursday, December 28, 8:30AM-6:00PM. $39 for a lift ticket and $20 for
equipment rental. RSVP by December 21st. A signed waiver is required for all
participants. Required lessons for beginners are FREE and the lift ticket
includes Snow Tubing!
Register via Realm or contact Jen Jarman (jjaramn@goodshepherd.com).
*We must have a minimum of 15 non-pass holders to qualify for this group
rate.
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GOOD SHEPHERD’S PRAYER CHAIN
Sometimes it is only once a week; other times perhaps as much as five times per week
that our Prayer Chain members get a call or receive an email to pray for a member experiencing some trouble or crisis in their life or to offer up prayers of thanksgiving for
good news. It is at those times that the Good Shepherd’s, 57 Prayer Chain members
pause for a moment or two and lift up in prayer that individual in need. As Christians,
we know that prayer makes a difference and we are grateful for these intercessions
on our behalf. Heartfelt thanks to each of our Prayer Chain Members for this very precious gift they give to us in our times of need and thanksgiving.
If you are in need of prayer or any kind, please send your request to Prayerchain@goodshepherd.com. If you would like
to be a member of the Prayer Chain, please contact Pastor Pat at 891-1700, ext. 111 or email her at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com.

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD!
This is the tenth and final installment about Martin Luther’s life and the Protestant Reformation. Information for this article was taken from: Katharina von Bora: A Reformation Life, Rudolf Markwald; Bonhoffer, Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy,
Eric Metaxas; www.luther.de.; www.wikipedia.org.
The End of Luther’s Life
Martin Luther suffered from various ailments over the course of his life, including Meniere’s Disease, vertigo, fainting, tinnitus, kidney and bladder stones, arthritis, angina, blindness from cataract in one eye, and a ruptured ear drum. His last
ten years were particularly fraught, but in spite of ill health and ongoing political, social and religious strife, Martin continued to lead the Reformation through his writing, lecturing and visits to churches across Germany. Already under constant
theological pressure from the Roman Catholic Church, Martin was also defending his Reformation politically. There were
negotiations with various groups who wanted to be joined with Luther, while other followers subsequently fell away
when faced with political fall-out. It was a Herculean weight that Martin bore.

Martin Luther’s last travel from Wittenberg, in January 1546, took him to his hometown of Eisleben where he’d been legally representing his siblings’ families. With their copper mining livelihood being threatened by the Count of Mansfeld (who
was bringing the industry under his control) Martin successfully concluded negotiations on behalf of his family on February 18. Too weak to return to Wittenberg, Martin remained in Eisleben where, at sixty-two years of age, he died after praying from Psalm 31:15, “Into your hands, I commend my spirit. You have saved me, Father, you faithful God.” He was laid to
rest beneath the pulpit in the Castle Church of Wittenberg.
Martin’s death meant relative financial poverty for Katharina resulting from the loss of his pastoral and professorial salary.
Her reduced circumstances were swiftly followed by the Schmalkaldic War which caused her to flee their long held property on two occasions. On her return to Wittenberg in 1547 Katharina found the property laid to waste and the farm animals stolen or killed. An outbreak of Black Plague followed in 1552 forcing Katharina to flee the city once again, but as she
neared the city gates of Torgau, her wagon and horses met with serious accident, mortally injuring her. She died three
months later on December 20, 1552, at the age of fifty-three, and was buried at the Torgau Saint Mary’s church.

As the 500th anniversary year of the Protestant Reformation closes, reflection on the courage Martin Luther and so many
others exhibited, reminds us of the power of Scripture. When we focus on his Word, God gives us intellect, free will and
courage to discern our own courses in his ongoing story. A mighty fortress is our God! This is most certainly true.

THANK YOU!
I want to thank all the members who have sent me countless cards and made
telephone calls checking on my recovery from treatment and surgery for
esophageal cancer. And thanks to those that have taken the time to stop by at
church to greet me and check on my progress. I knew Good Shepherd was a
caring community but had no idea to the extend until I experienced it firsthand
over the last six months.
-Walter Theiss
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513.307.2930; aconnor@goodshepherd.com
Alex Hoops, Associate Pastor
Director of Discipleship
513.307.2930, x102; ahoops@goodshepherd.com
Debbie Jones, Deacon
Director of Worship & Music
513.891.1700, x117; djones@goodshepherd.com

Ken Holdt, Worship Director, 9:30 Service
513.891.1700, x133; kholdt@goodshepherd.com
Chris Jarman, Childcare Coordinator
513.891.1700; cjarman@goodshepherd.com
Scott Puthoff, Media Specialist
513.891.1700, x105; media@goodshepherd.com
Josh Yancey, Custodian
513.891.1700; custodian@goodshepherd.com
Jan Zinnecker, Congregational Life Assistant
513.891.1700, x127; jzinnecker@goodshepherd.com

Jen Jarman,
Director of Faith Formation
513.891.1700, x120; jjarman@goodshepherd.com
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Cincinnati, OH 45236
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