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Habitat for humanity
The East Side Collation of Churches, of which GSLC is s member, has begun their new
season. This year we will be building our 62 and 63 homes since becoming active
Cincinnati Habitat volunteers. We are constructing two one story homes at 2056 and
2060 First Avenue in College Hill 45244.
Good Shepherd‘s assigned work days are August 4th, September 15th and October 13th.
Work begins at 8:30 AM and ends at 4 PM, lunch is provided. Tools are available at the
site, including safety gear, hard hats, eye protection and gloves. You can also bring your
favorite hammer, tape measure, utility knife and tool belt. It is a good idea to come early
to find a parking place nearby.
If you haven’t already set up an account with Cincinnati Habitat Volunteer hub, you will
need to do that at https:// habitatcincinnati.volunteerhub.com/events/index. It is pretty
self-explanatory. On the second screen,
when it asks for a join code, use “east2”.
You will also be asked to watch a safety
video, so plan on spending a few minutes on
the site to get fully registered. After setting
up your account, you can register for a work
day at http://vhub.at/eastside. Any questions
contact me, Roy Johnson;
rjohnson138@cinci.rr.com; or (513)262-6480.
Look forward to seeing you at the job site.

TAFT ELEMENTARY KICK OFF MEETING
As part of Good Shepherd’s Outreach Ministries,
we will once again “adopt” one 2nd and one 3rd
Grade classroom at Taft Elementary School in
Mt. Auburn. Most, if not all, of the students are
unable to provide their own school supplies. Thanks again to the generosity of our congregation we have collected most of what we
need to supply our two classrooms as well as
cash donations for uniforms. We are truly
blessed to share God's abundance with these
deserving students.
Check out our bulletin board in the Narthex with pictures from the 2017-2018 school
year. School will start soon which means we will have our Taft ministry kick off meeting Tuesday, August 7 at 7 pm in the fellowship hall. We will be meeting to pack school
supplies, learn about and sign up to tutor, learn about our monthly classroom visits and
pen pal program, discuss what we plan on doing to meet the children’s food insecurities,
discuss our Free Little Library initiative and more. Please come if you are interested in
learning about or participating in this outreach ministry. As always, keep watch on signup central for up-coming visits to Taft.
Questions? Please contact Sue Matz at 513.646.6928 or sgmatz13@gmail.com or Beth
Townsend at 513.607.0135 or beth.townsend@me.com.
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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS
It has been my privilege as a pastor at Good Shepherd to accompany youth
from GSLC on mission/servant trips. This year Emily Buelsing, Josie Zink and
I attended a mission trip called a Week of Hope in Indianapolis. We served
at a local food pantry associated with New Wineskins Ministries. This food
pantry serves 300 people weekly from donations they receive. When we
returned from the trip I asked Emily and Josie to reflect on how the week of
service had impacted them, if it had changed their faith and what learnings
they would carry on into the future? Below are their reflections which I
found inspiring and thoughtful.
Emily wrote: One way the week of service impacted my life was the realization that not everyone's struggles are immediately apparent. We spent a good
portion of the week volunteering at a food bank located in a church. Most of
that time was spent preparing for Thursday, which was the day they gave out
food. When Thursday finally came, many of the mission trip participants were
surprised to see the volunteers we had been working with the past three days going through the line. It just goes to show
that nobody makes it through life without some struggles. Just because you don't know what someone is going through,
doesn't mean they aren't facing their own trials. This story is especially touching because these individuals were putting others needs before their own, by making sure they got enough food. I will continue to be conscientious of others' struggles in
the future, because again, unknown doesn't mean unimportant.
Another way my life and faith was impacted, is how I began to see God in the little things. On the trip, our worship services
were called program. We had program twice a day. Once after breakfast, and once after dinner. During lunch, we had daily
devotions. Morning program caused us to start the day hearing about God. That opened our minds to Him, and His presence.
During lunch devotions we shared crew stories, which were ways we saw God at work that day. This practice got youth and
adults alike actively seeking for where God had been present. Sometimes it was big and obvious. Other times it was as simple
as a smile. Finally, ending a busy day with casual time to be with God allowed us to relax, and reflect. This combination
worked beautifully to help me watch for God. I will carry this practice into the future because no matter how insignificant it
may seem to us, God still went to the trouble of making it happen. The least we can do is recognize His work for what it is.
Josie wrote: This mission trip changed me by showing me that there are so many people out there less fortunate then I am
and are so grateful for the littlest bit of help. Though they don't have as many things they have a lot of grit and love for others like them and the people who help them. Another way the service in Indy changed me was the fact that even though it
was really hot and humid and we were working for so long, in the end it really paid off to see that we helped so many people.
To carry on these learnings and great memories I plan to look for other organizations like the ones we helped at and
serve there. I can leave the same impact on these people and they can change me again.
Peace,
Pastor Pat

BECOME BAPTIZED!
Individuals who wish to be baptized and parents who wish to have their child(ren) baptized are asked to attend a class on the meaning and benefit of baptism prior to being
baptized in worship service.
Upcoming classes meet at 9:30AM in the Conference Room on: August 12th and September 9th
Upcoming dates when adults and children may be baptized during 8:00, 9:00, 9:30 or
11:00AM worship services on August 12th and September 9th
Upcoming dates for baptism at 5:00PM worship service: August 18th and September 15th
Contact Pr Pat, pbadkey@ goodshepherd.com or (891-1700, x111) with questions about baptism
or to RSVP.
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BE A PART OF THE FAMILY!
If you are looking for a spiritual home, we invite you to join Good Shepherd. There is a difference between being a tourist and being a pilgrim. As a tourist, we visit a place and enjoy all
that it has to offer, but there is no real sense of belonging. We move on to the next thing.
As a pilgrim, we are still on a journey, but are in search of meaning, and growth and purpose.
Joining a faith community adds commitment, accountability, and a sense of belonging in our
faith journey. If you are interested in moving from tourist to pilgrim, why not join us at the
next Good Shepherd New Member journey? We will meet on Sunday afternoons from 4:305:45; September 30, and October 7 and 14. If you have questions or want to register, talk
with one of the Pastors.

Worship Volunteer Training
Every weekend GSLC members volunteer in various capacities so worship can take place at
the five worship services that are scheduled. We are blessed by the many ways these
volunteers serve during our worship services. As you might expect, we are always in need of
more volunteers to serve in these roles. This year, on August 12, we will have training for
these volunteer roles. If you are interested in being a communion assistant, a reader of the
lessons, an usher, a greeter, or an acolyte (children 4-12 grade) please sign up to attend the
training session so you too can serve at the worship service you attend.
•
•
•

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

Acolyte Training - August 12 at 12 noon in the Nave with Pastor Alex.
Communion Assistants – August 12 at 12 noon in the Nave with Pastor Heidi
Usher and Greeter Training – August 12 at 12 noon in the Nave with Debbie Jones.

Also if you are interested in serving as a reader or on altar guild please contact Pastor Pat at
pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or call at 891-1700, ext. 111. She will get you information
about serving in these capacities.
To sign up to be trained on August 12 go to Sign Up Central in the lobby of the church or on
Realm.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love

WORSHIP FLOWER SLOTS STILL AVAILABLE
Worship Flowers are needed for the following weekends: September 29/30, November
17/18, December 1/2, 8/9, 22/23, and 29/30. The cost is $25 if Good Shepherd orders the flowers. Sign up on Flower Chart in the Lobby or contact Debbie Jones,
djones@goodshepherd.com, for more information. Flower Order forms are sent about 6
weeks prior to the requested worship service.

FALL WORSHIP SERVANT SCHEDULES
Watch your email for an opportunity to let the Church know when you are able to serve during September through November, or contact Debbie Jones, djones@goodshepherd.com.
Schedules will be published mid-August.

FALL MUSIC
•
•

Chancel Choir (11 am choir) rehearsals begin Sunday, September 9th at 9:30 am in Room
106
Chancel Ringers (Bell choir)
rehearsals begin Monday,
September 10th at 6:30 pm in
the Nave

Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning
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Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN)
Please come and help serve the families of Interface Hospitality Network on Thursday,
August 30, 5:30-8:30 at Saint Paul Methodist Church (8221 Miami Ave, Madeira, OH 45243).
Interface Hospitality Network has been providing emergency shelter since 1991, by
exclusively serving families to keep families safe, warm, and together. This is a wonderful
opportunity to help serve families in search of stable housing. Our volunteers prepare dinner,
serve and eat with the families, play with kids, visit with the adults, and stay overnight. This is
a great opportunity to serve in a tangible way for all ages!
Volunteers are needed to provide food, prepare dinner, eat with the families, and to stay
overnight. Sign up on sign up central. This is the last chance to serve with IHN until 2019!
Questions - contact Jim Messner jimmessner51@gmail.com - 265-8932

Book Drive for Taft Little free libraries
Many Taft students have little access to books to read at home. Good Shepherd will be providing
two Little Free Libraries to Taft Elementary this Fall to place on the school grounds. The concept
is to borrow a book and return a book although many books are taken home and kept to be read
and reread. There is nothing as wonderful as a book to take home! Good Shepherd is having a
book drive for new or gently used books appropriate for preschool-grade 6 students and for
adults to help stock the Little Free Libraries. Please bring books to church between August 11 and
September 4. Look for bins in the lobby area.

God’s work. Our hands.
“I was hungry and you gave me food…. whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine you did for
me…”

This bit of scripture from the gospel of Matthew has inspired Christians for generations. Being able to “do good unto our
Savior” through helping others is an overwhelming concept…and then we realize that putting aside our own needs for a
time and providing aid or sustenance to people in need fills up our hearts as well.
This year our God’s Work, Our Hands efforts are going to provide an expanded opportunity for each one of us to experience the joy of stepping outside of ourselves
and making a difference. We will be scheduling events for two weekends; September 8th and 9th and September 15 and 16th. We will continue to do some of our
favorite projects including September 8: Hands Against Hunger 9-noon; September 15: Matthew 25 from 11-1pm, and Habitat from 8:30-4pm. We are hoping to add some new venues including; Fischer House a facility for VETS, and a home project for a woman who is wheelchair bound. There will also be several projects at the church on Sunday September 9.
We ask three things of you right now…please mark the dates on your calendars or note them on your phone so your
schedule remains clear. Secondly talk it up with your family and friends. Getting set to “do good” can be “wonderfully
contagious” and we are all about making our efforts the best ever this year! Lastly, keep your eyes peeled for the roster
of opportunities to help…we will be displaying them on tables in the narthex beginning August 19th so you will have plenty of time to make your choices.

Pen Pals needed
Approximately 35-40 people are needed to serve as pen pals for our Taft Elementary students. You will be assigned to a
second or third grade student and will write a page or two in his/her composition book about once a month. You will be
notified when the books are available at church and when they are due back to be returned to Taft. It is fun and a
wonderful reading/writing exercise for the students. If you are willing to serve in this way, please sign up at Sign-Up
Central by August 15th or call Anne Miller at (513) 218-5973.
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SPOTLIGHT ON CFAM - PARISH VISITING
Are you looking for an opportunity to make a difference? If so, please read on: Pastor Pat recently said this about Parish Visiting: “It’s all about a web of connections. We are in this together! We are not alone!”
Our congregation has members or long-term associates who due to age or infirmity are no
longer able to make it to church on a regular basis. Happily, we also have people with hearts of
gold who make it their business to visit our homebound folks on a monthly basis and call them
weekly.
The mission of the Parish Visitor program is to bring “the light touch of Christian friendship” to
the homebound and to assure them of the congregation’s on-going concern for their well-being. In short, our Parish Visitors let the homebound know they are “not alone”!
Our Team could use a few more individuals for these efforts. Please contact Pastor Pat in person or call 891-1700, ext.111,
or email her at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com if you would like to hear more about this opportunity or know someone
who would like a Parish Visitor.

LITERATURE & OUR FAITH
We will meet on August 20th to discuss "Before We Were Yours" by Lisa Wingate. Our September 17th selection is
"The Last Days of Night" by Graham Moore. We are excited to announce that at our October 15th meeting we will
be celebrating the 25th anniversary of Literature and Our Faith! Details to come.

Connections Cafe
Join us after worship, the weekend of August 11 and 12, at Connections Cafe located in the Fellowship Hall. At this café, in addition to allowing all who worship
a chance to visit with each other in relaxed setting over a great cup of coffee and
a scrumptious snack, we will be welcoming Pastor Alice back from her sabbatical.
Connections Café is for all members and guests and it is gives all who attend the
chance to slow down just a bit and have conversation with those they do not
know and those they do.
Please join us at Connections Café after each service on August 11 and 12 in the Fellowship Hall.

Save the date—interfaith breakfast
As part of the Over-The-Rhine International Film Festival, the Interfaith Breakfast on Thursday, September 27th from 8-10
am at the Cintas Center is a great way to come together to celebrate our shared humanity and raise awareness of relevant
issues facing our society. For more information, visit OTRFilmFest.org.

MEN DOING LIFE PRESENTS: PUB
THEOLOGY
What do you call a group of 15 to 20 guy’s sitting in a bar, on the third
Thursday of the month, at 7pm, talking about God? Why, Pub Theology, of course! Join our group of “Pub theologians” at Chicken on the
Run in Deer Park (7255 Ohio Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45236) on August
16th at 7pm. As usual, we’ll start with some time for food and fellowship, then dive into thoughtful discussion around 7:45 or 8:00pm.
Are you a regular Pub Theologian already? INVITE A FRIEND!
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Where is god?
…an important question, one being asked by many people in our world
today. People believe, but they believe differently than they once did.
Diana Butler Bass gives us a guide to the spiritual revolution underway
in her 2015 book Grounded: Finding God in the World. As God’s church,
we’re obligated to pay attention to this shift and seek ways to continue
to expand our own experience of God as well as help others to have
those experiences…maybe for the first time! Join Pastor Jodi Keith for
a 4-session conversation guided by the book Grounded by Diana Butler
Bass. Sunday evenings monthly starting September 16. Contact Pr. Jodi
for more info: jodi@pastorjodi.com.

Financial peace

Women’s bible study

Join millions who never worry about money!

Beginning on the 3rd Thursday in September (SEPTEMBER
20) the Bible Babes Women’s Bible Study will begin meeting
We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University
for this year. We meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays every
(FPU) is that plan! It teaches God's ways of handling money.
month at 10:00 a.m. This group is open to any woman, howThrough video teaching, class discussions and interactive
ever please note that there is no childcare provided. For fursmall group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to
ther information, you may contact Jan Zinnecker at 791-8246.
get from where you are to where you've dreamed you could
be. This plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage
The first date is SEPTEMBER 20!
your money, spend and save wisely, and much more!
This year we plan to spend 7 sessions discussing, two chapStart: Sunday, September 16, 2018
ters each time, How to Be a Christian Without Being Religious
End: Sunday, November 11, 2018
by Fritz Ridenour. Then, after the first of the year we will
Classes will be held 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
study the book of Colossians. Please call Jan and arrange to
pick up the Ridenour book prior to the first session.
Childcare available, but must be requested by September
13th. Group Registration Page: https://fpu.com/1068566

Questions? Interested in learning more? Contact Paul Zinnecker
at ppzinnec@fuse.net.

Faith five: holding your
family together

Book study: daring
greatly

This 6-week series will help families develop a 5-minute nightly
family faith practice that will enable the whole family to grow
deeper as disciples of Christ. The Faith 5 carries the power to
enrich communication, deepen understanding, aid sleep, and
promote mental, physical and spiritual health. Join Jen Jarman
in this video and discussion led series to create a powerful new
faith practice in your family.

How the Courage to Be Vulnerable Transforms the
Way We Live, Love, Parent, and Lead?

Wednesday Evenings: September 12, 19, 26 and October 10, 17,
24 from 6:00 – 7:00pm.
Childcare Available if requested by 9/9/18
Questions? Contact Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com

In Daring Greatly, Dr. Brene Brown challenges everything we think we know about vulnerability. Every day
we experience the uncertainty, risks, and emotional
exposure that define what it means to be vulnerable, or
to dare greatly. Engage in a facilitated discussion that
will encourage you to walk into vulnerability with your
whole heart.
Wednesday mornings at 10am on September 19 & 28
and October 10, 17 & 24 and November 7 & 14.
Sign Up at Sign-Up Central or via REALM.

While our weekly Manna ministry will
practice a time of Sabbath over the summer months, we will be
keeping a lookout for various fruits of the spirit that we planted
during the Easter season.
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Manna, our Sunday morning faith practice hour where we feed our
faith and follow Jesus, will resume on Sunday, September 16th at
10:40am under the tent in the Fellowship Hall.

BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700,
x120) or via Realm

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
• Confirmation Open House on Sunday, August 5th at 10:45AM in the Fellowship Hall. Confirmation Students and
their parents are invited to hear about the upcoming Confirmation year. Calendars and Forms will be available.
RSVP regrets ONLY to Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com
• 7th Graders: Pastor Pat will set-up a Home Visit with incoming 7th graders and their families to help discern their
decision to enter into our Confirmation ministry.
• 9th Graders: Pastor Pat will schedule an “Exit” Interview with new 9th grade students to review responses for the
Final Confirmation Packet and progress towards completion of the Faith Masterpiece project.
Coming next month...
• Faith Masterpieces DUE on Sunday, September 16th at 10:30am to Lower Level 002/003.
• Confirmation Sunday School starts Sunday, September 16th at 10:45AM in Lower Level 002/003
• Faith Masterpiece Display: Sunday, September 23rd from 9am – 11am.
• Fall Confirmation Retreat: Saturday, September 29th at 9am through Sunday, September 30th at noon.
Senior High (9th—12th Grades)
2018 Youth Gathering Temple Talks: Aug. 11th at 5pm and Aug. 12th at 8am, 9am, 9:30am and 11am Worship Services. SH Students will share their 2018 Youth Gathering reflections with the congregation at each of our Worship
services, includes photo highlights too!
• SH Open House on Sunday, August 19th at 10:30AM in Room 108. SH Students & Parents are invited to hear about
the upcoming ministry year for “The Flock” (GSLC SH Youth Group). Ministry calendars, updated forms, and a TShirt Order can be placed.
• Back-to-School Canoe Trip – Aug. 26th from Noon – 5:30pm. SH students are invited for one last summer excursion down the Little Miami River. Meet at GSLC at noon dressed to paddle, we will stop for lunch at Wendy’s and
then hit the river. Total cost is $25/person and RSVP is due by Aug. 23rd to Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com
Coming next month...
• Sunday Morning Faith Formation for Senior High starts Sun. Sept. 16th at 9:30AM in Room 108.
• Fireside Chat: Sunday, September 23rd from 5:30-8:30pm. Location TBD.
•

55+ CLUB WELCOMES YOU!
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 at 12:00 Noon 55+ Club will welcome Robert Smith as a speaker for
the wildlife organization Raptors, Inc. His presentation is called “Beaks and Talons” and he will
be assisted by some owls as living ambassadors. Up close and personal, you can see and learn
about the adaptations which make birds of prey supreme hunters of the sky.
RAPTOR Inc.’s mission includes cultivating respect for nature in our community and educating
the public about the importance of raptors in the environment. Our trained educators and avian
ambassadors deliver over 350 public educational presentations each year.
Be sure to join the members of 55+ Club by sending in your reservation and $15 check made out
to GSLC 55+ Club by Monday, August 27, 2018 to John VanOsdol, 7355 Village Dr., Mason, Ohio
45040.

MOPS RESALE!

Thank you!

August 11, 8am - 2 pm.

A special thanks to Bill McNamara and
his crew for installing a new drain basin
in our parking lot and a new water drain
by the Sunday school exit door. Both of
these repairs will correct ongoing problems we have had in
each of these areas.

Good Shepherd Fellowship Hall
Shop for gently used Baby and Children’s clothes, toys, books
and more. Stock up for back to school.
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