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Council election and news
Each year 1/3 of our Council member’s terms expire. That means every year we hold elections to fill four of the twelve seats on Council. Each term is three years long, and candidates
can elect to run for a second consecutive term. Elections will be held this year on the weekends of September 2, 9 and 16. All Good Shepherd members who have been Confirmed are
eligible to vote. Stop by the voting table in the lobby, check in and receive your ballot.
There is an information sheet that will introduce you to the six candidates that have agreed
to serve if elected. Our candidates are: Cathy Heppler, Troy Kroeger, Al Mangels, Jim Messner, Vicki Schapp (incumbent), and Abigail Walton. We are grateful to all of these people
who are willing to be a part of this election process!
We want to thank those Council members who are completing their terms, they are; Mary
Adams, Frosty Ramsel, Vicki Schapp (running for a second term) and Marty Stewart. These
individuals have been very faithful in their service to our congregation! They have been a
blessing to our ministry as they have provided leadership for our congregation.
We are also very grateful for those Council members who are in the midst of serving: Jeff
Bartl, Dianne Gebhardt-French, Adrienne Gordon, Dave Habegger, Jim Jowanovitz, Tracey
Long, Karen Mazzei and Ron Zink.
Please remember to pray for our Council members as they provide leadership for our congregation and thank them for their service when you see them! The new council will be installed during worship on October 14.

God’s work. Our Hands.
We are so excited that our outreach efforts have expanded this year, and we are doing
more projects than ever! You can still be a part of the action. Check out the sign up tables
in the lobby, and sign up for one of our offsite projects held on Saturdays September 8
and 15 and Sunday September 16. There will also be plenty of “in house” projects at Good
Shepherd on Sunday morning September 9th. Come and join us! This our day to get out
into the community and put flesh on our faith in some very specific ways. It will also be a
chance for you to get to know other members of our
church family! Please wear your yellow shirts to
worship on Sunday September 9th and when you are
out working at your project sites.

BE A PART OF THE FAMILY!
If you are looking to put down spiritual roots, we would love to have you become a part of
Good Shepherd. We are going to be holding a new members class series this fall on Sunday
afternoons from 4:30-5:45 on September 30, October 7 and 14. New members will be welcomed during our worship on Sunday October 21. Please contact the church office or one of
the Pastors if you are interested in joining.
If you are a member of Good Shepherd is there someone you might invite to join our new
member class, or invite to join you for worship? Pray about this!
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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS
Friends, thank you for the three-month sabbatical from which I have just returned—it was a
blessing and truly transformative.
I spent the time mostly in Cincinnati, working on my back and front garden, weeding, transplanting, and harvesting vegetables. Our family spent three weeks in a cabin in the Hocking Hills, hiking, reading, playing, and communing with God’s creation. (If you follow my Instagram account
“pastoralice,” you can look at my restful-photo-for-each-day-of-sabbatical project!) I read a lot of
poetry and a number of books that expanded my thoughts about the world and my compassion
extensively—get ready for a lot of sermons referencing the theology of Rene Girard! I also wrote
my own second book each day, completing the first draft at midnight on the last evening of sabbatical. It’s called How to
Human: An Incomplete Manual for Living in a Messed-Up World and will probably be released in early 2019.
The main thing I experienced in this time away was a sense of presence. In my daily meditations, like a lot of people, I get
distracted by sounds or my grocery list, so I use a repeated phrase to call me back to the center, “Be here now.” Very early on, I discovered that, not only was that helpful during prayer, it was also helpful when going about my daily life. When
my beloved yellow Kia’s engine went out suddenly, it was frustrating, but I found myself on the drive back from the car
dealership saying to myself, “It’s okay. This is what I’m doing now.” I found myself being so much more present to what
was happening in the moment rather than being grumpy about what I thought should be happening. It’s a wonderful gift
to bring back with me from the time away, this practice of calm and presence.
Relatedly, having invited a number of different people to cover various parts of the work I do while I was gone, I learned
how dispensable I am. I don’t say this to garner sympathy, but to say out loud how often all of us try to make ourselves
indispensable. As parents, our jobs are essentially planned obsolescence: we raise our children to be compassionate and
to take risks and to survive without us. In campus ministry, as well as many other vocations, the same is true. My students took on the jobs that needed to get done while I was gone, and they’re continuing that leadership into this new
semester.
I wrote in my book that one of the hardest experiences we had as a community was when one of our students left us for
a semester. We called it his walkabout. We were sad to see him go, but we needed it as much as he did, because we
needed to learn how to say goodbye and how to welcome someone back. I am so pleased to be welcomed back from my
own walkabout to the Edge House and Good Shepherd.
Pastor Alice

CONSIDERING BAPTISM?
Maybe you don’t know if you were baptized, maybe you want to get baptized, or maybe you are interested in having your child baptized. Pastor Alex
would LOVE to talk with you about that! Learn more about this means of
grace, its significance, and find out how you can get baptized at GSLC.
Upcoming dates when adults and children may be baptized during 8:00,
9:00, 9:30 or 11:00AM worship services September 9th and October 9th.
Upcoming dates for baptism at 5:00PM worship service:
September 15th and October 1th
Contact Pr Alex, ahoops@goodshepherd.com or at 513.891.1700, x102 with
questions about baptism or to set up a time to chat.
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WORSHIP FLowers
Worship Flowers are needed for the following weekends: September 29/30, November 17/18,
December 1/2, 8/9, 22/23, and 29/30. If you are able to provide flowers for any of these dates,
please sign-up on the wall flower chart on the carpeted area of the lobby. Cost: $25 if the
church orders flowers. An information sheet will be sent out about 6 weeks prior to the date.
Questions: contact Debbie Jones, djones@goodshepherd.com.

3 Bell choir openings available
Love the sound of bells? Want to learn how to express yourself musically? Up for an evening
of great music making and comradery? Then consider joining the Chancel Ringers Bell Choir.
We have three openings this fall and will begin rehearsing on Monday, September 10, 6:307:30 pm in the Nave. Appropriate for Youth (6th grade through High School) and Adults. Contact Debbie Jones for more information: djones@goodshepherd.com

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

Chancel Choir
If you like to sing and attend the 11 am traditional service, consider joining the Chancel Choir.
Rehearsals begin on Sunday, September 9th, 9:30-10:30 am in the Music Room 106. Contact
Debbie Jones for more information: djones@goodshepherd.com.

Fall worship servant schedules
The Fall Worship Servant Schedules are now available in the Lobby and on the Church website. Publication of the Winter Schedule will happen around mid-November.

Your Support helps!
GSLC members and funds helped build this ramp and deck for a woman who is in a wheel
chair. Now she can enjoy her back yard again. GSLC also did some yard work for her, and will
be doing a project at her house for God’s Work Our Hands. Thanks Roger and Belinda Perna
for shepherding this labor of love!

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness
Faith

CFAM THANK YOU CORNER
A big thank you to the Good Shepherd Bereavement Team for hosting meals for the families and friends of Good Shepherd following their funeral and memorial services which take
place at the church. The leaders of this team are Jan Zinnecker, Arlene Wojcieszak, and
Mary Kalberg. In addition, members of Good Shepherd are asked to serve or to provide
cookies for these luncheons. Thanks to all for supporting Good Shepherd grieving families
during their time of loss.
Recently the Bereavement Team hosted meals for the families of Judy Herrmann and Mark
Townsend after their services this summer. Thanks to all for extending care to the family
and friends of Judy and Mark through a meal they could share together.

Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning

The spirit of the Lord is upon me . . . to comfort those who mourn. – Isaiah 61:1-2
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55+ CLUB WELCOMES YOU!
Coming to 55+ Club on Tuesday, October 2, 2018 will be “The Sociables”. These three
men will have the Fellowship Hall rocking with joy as they lead us in an afternoon of upbeat music. The Sociables have been our guests several times in the past. You will remember their collection of favorite tunes played on piano, guitar and drums. Be sure you
are there! The day will be fun and the beat will be lively!
Reservations and checks made out to “GSLC 55+ Club” for $15/person must be sent by
Monday, September 24, 2019 to John VanOsdol, 7355 Village Dr., Mason, Ohio 45040 .

PEACE CIRCLE
Monday, September 17 at 12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall
Join the women of Good Shepherd for Peace Circle on Monday, September 17th,
2018 at 12:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. The study for the day will be “Time After
Time: Turning to God” led by Jackie Cutshall. This program is found in the September 2018 issue of Gather magazine. We will begin with dessert served by
Jackie Cutshall.
Peace Circle’s continuing outreach is supporting the Peaselee Community Center, a mission of Church Women United in
downtown Cincinnati, by collecting individual pkgs. of snack items (juices, powdered drink mixes, fruit cups, crackers, pretzels, granola bars, goldfish, etc. but no peanut butter) as well as paper products (cups, napkins, plates, towels, cutlery) and
sanitary hand wipes. We also collect pennies in support of the Southern Ohio Synod Women of the ELCA’s outreach to
Tanzanian women for health care and the education of girls and young women.
Come enjoy an afternoon of Bible study, refreshments and fellowship with women of Good Shepherd.
Jackie Cutshall, 204-2895, Peace Circle Leader

WHO IS FORM?
Psalm 62:5 "Yes, my soul, find rest in God:
my hope comes from him."

September 11th, 12 pm (noon) - Social Lunch McAlisters, 7720 Montgomery Rd (Kenwood). Contact Lisa
Meili at larm@cinci.rr.com to sign-up.
September 25th, 12 - 2 pm, Good Shepherd Church,
Bible Study. New book: “What on Earth Am I Here
For?” based on a purposed driven life by Pastor Rick
Warren. No pre-work required. Just watch the video
and discuss. Contact Lisa Meili at larm@cinci.rr.com.

Hello from FORM, Families on Restful Mission! This Missional
Community is made up of 4 couples and our 9 kids between all of
us. Our mission is to invite others into deeper Christian relationships for future discipleship. We plan monthly activities to give
families the opportunity to rest and grow deeper relationships
with God and others. Plus, we'll have lots of fun. There will be a
variety of activities in the upcoming months including date nights
and family picnics. Join us for a Frozen Sign-A-Long Movie Night
on Friday, September 28th at GSLC starting at 6 pm. We will all
chip in for pizza and FORM will provide dessert.
For more information about FORM and/or to RSVP for the picnic,
contact Jill Messner at jillybean141@gmail.com.

Connections Cafe
Plan to stop by the Fellowship Hall the weekend of September 22 & 23 to enjoy a
great cup of coffee and a light snack as you view the Faith Masterpieces of our
confirmands. These Faith Masterpieces are expressions of our confirmands faith
in God. The confirmands have chosen to complete their masterpieces using various media. Perhaps you will find inspiration for you faith from what you see expressed through their work.
So stop by for coffee and snack, but stay to view how God continues to be working in the hearts and minds of the confirmands of GSLC.
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MEN DOING LIFE PRESENTS: PUB THEOLOGY
What do you call a group of 15 to 20 guy’s sitting in a bar, on the third Thursday of the month, at 7pm, talking about God?
Why, Pub Theology, of course! Join our group of “Pub theologians” at Chicken on the Run in Deer Park (7255 Ohio Ave,
Cincinnati, OH 45236) on September 20th at 7pm. As usual, we’ll start with some time for food and fellowship, then dive
into thoughtful discussion around 7:45 or 8:00pm.
Are you a regular Pub Theologian already? INVITE A FRIEND!

TAFT MINISTRY
Toin us for our first visit with our adopted 2nd and 3rd grade Taft Elementary
students on Friday, September 14, 2018. Both classes eat lunch at 11:00AM, so
we will join them while they eat lunch in their respective classrooms. We will
bring a sweet treat to share with them after lunch. This is a great opportunity to
spend quality time with our students and to get to know them a bit better as we
begin the new school year. Those interested in carpooling will leave Good Shepherd at 10:30AM. After lunch with the students, you are invited to meet at a restaurant near church (TBD) to enjoy some adult fellowship with your fellow Taft
volunteers. Stop by Sign-up Central to let us know you will be joining us!
The book drive for Taft's Little Free Library continues until September 4, Dean Matz and John Van Osdol are making the
library boxes. As always, the response has been wonderful!
In a newly added ministry to the Taft initiative this year, we will be providing weekend food packs to add to those provided by the Free Store Food Bank. The school receives 30 food packs per week but needs about 40 to reach all children with
food insecurities. Our packs have the same breakfast and dinner items in them as the Free Store packs so that all students
receive equivalent packs. A team of volunteers has been assembled to lead this new endeavor.
We have two projects for our God’s Work Our Hands Event on Sunday morning, September 9. One project will have people covering any names or library markings on the books collected in our book drive and pasting in stickers with words of
encouragement or writing words of encouragement. The second project is to pack a hundred weekend food packs.

The pen pal sign up sheet is on the bulletin board at sign up central. It is filling up so if you want to be a pen pal please sign
up soon. We will try and do monthly notes with our pen pals again this year.
We have 9 people signed up to be tutors so far this year. If you would like to be added to the list, please send an email to
Mary Naylor. This year we will be tutoring our second grade class (reading) and third grade class (math) and kindergarten
(reading).
Questions? Please contact Sue Matz at 513.646.6928 or sgmatz13@gmail.com or Beth Townsend at 513.607.0135 or
beth.townsend@me.com.

LITERATURE AND OUR FAITH
We will meet on September 17th to discuss "The Last Days of Night" by Graham
Moore. At our October 15th meeting, we will be celebrating the 25th anniversary
of Literature and Our Faith! Please join us to reminisce and bring your favorite alltime read to share with the group. Our November 19th book selection is "Lilac
Girls" by Martha Hall Kelly. We meet the third Monday of every month in the
church library at 7:30 p.m. Come join us!

WELCOME BACK TWEENS!
The Tweens Kick Off Movie Night will be held Friday, September 14th at 6:30 pm at Good Shepherd. Parents and Tweens
are all invited! We will have some pizza and you are all invited to bring a side or dessert or a drink to share. The night should
be a good opportunity for the kids to get to reconnect and get to meet some new faces. Additionally, for parents, we will
be handing out info about what else to look forward to over this upcoming school year!
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Where is god?

Financial peace

…an important question, one being asked by many people in our
world today. People believe, but they believe differently than they
once did. Diana Butler Bass gives us a guide to the spiritual revolution underway in her 2015 book Grounded: Finding God in the
World. As God’s church, we’re obligated to pay attention to this
shift and seek ways to continue to expand our own experience of
God as well as help others to have those experiences…maybe for
the first time! Join Pastor Jodi Keith for a 4-session conversation
guided by the book Grounded by Diana Butler Bass. Sunday evenings monthly starting September 16. Contact Pr. Jodi for more
info: jodi@pastorjodi.com.

Join millions who never worry about money!
We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University
(FPU) is that plan! It teaches God's ways of handling money.
Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive
small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to
get from where you are to where you've dreamed you could
be. This plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage
your money, spend and save wisely, and much more!

Women’s bible study

Start:

Sunday, September 16, 2018

Beginning on the 3rd Thursday in September
(SEPTEMBER 20) the Bible Babes Women’s Bible Study
will begin meeting for this year. We meet on the 1st and
3rd Thursdays every month at 10:00 a.m. This group is
open to any woman, however please note that there is
no childcare provided. For further information, you may
contact Jan Zinnecker at 791-8246.

End:

Sunday, November 11, 2018

The first date is SEPTEMBER 20!

Classes will be held 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Childcare available, but must be requested by September
13th. Group Registration Page: https://fpu.com/1068566
Questions? Interested in learning more? Contact Paul Zinnecker
at ppzinnec@fuse.net.

Faith five: holding your
family together
This 6-week series will help families develop a 5-minute nightly
family faith practice that will enable the whole family to grow
deeper as disciples of Christ. The Faith 5 carries the power to
enrich communication, deepen understanding, aid sleep, and
promote mental, physical and spiritual health. Join Jen Jarman
in this video and discussion led series to create a powerful new
faith practice in your family.
Wednesday Evenings: September 12, 19, 26 and October 10, 17,
24 from 6:00 – 7:00pm.
Childcare Available if requested by 9/9/18
Questions? Contact Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com

6

This year we plan to spend 7 sessions discussing, two
chapters each time, How to Be a Christian Without Being
Religious by Fritz Ridenour. Then, after the first of the
year we will study the book of Colossians. Please call Jan
and arrange to pick up the Ridenour book prior to the
first session.

Book study: daring
greatly
How the Courage to Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way
We Live, Love, Parent, and Lead?

In Daring Greatly, Dr. Brene Brown challenges everything
we think we know about vulnerability. Every day we experience the uncertainty, risks, and emotional exposure
that define what it means to be vulnerable, or to dare
greatly. Engage in a facilitated discussion that will encourage you to walk into vulnerability with your whole
heart.
Wednesday mornings at 10am on September 19 & 28 and
October 10, 17 & 24 and November 7 & 14.
Sign Up at Sign-Up Central or via REALM.

BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700,
x120) or via Realm

Tweens (4th –6th Grades)
•

Tweens Movie Night on Friday, September 14th at 6:30 pm at Good Shepherd.
Confirmation (7th and 8th , and a little 9th Graders)

•

7th Graders: Pastor Pat will set-up a Home Visit with incoming 7th graders and their families to help discern their
decision to enter into our Confirmation ministry.
• 9th Graders: Pastor Pat will schedule an “Exit” Interview with new 9th grade students to review responses for the
Final Confirmation Packet and progress towards completion of the Faith Masterpiece project.
• 9th Graders: Faith Masterpieces DUE on Sunday, September 16th at 10:30am to Lower Level 002/003.
• Confirmation Sunday School starts Sunday, September 16th at 10:45AM in Lower Level 002/003
• Faith Masterpiece Display: Sunday, September 23rd from 9am – 11am.
• Fall Confirmation Retreat: Saturday, September 29th at 9am - Sunday, September 30th at noon.
• Confirmation Robe Order DUE: Sunday, September 30th. See REALM or Order Form for more details.
Coming next month...
• Confirmation Banquet: Sunday, October 14th from 5:30 – 8:00pm for ALL Confirmation Families.
• Parent Coffee: Sunday, October 21st at 10:45am.
• Confirmation Photo & Rehearsal: Tuesday, October 23rd from 7:15 – 8:45pm.
• No Confirmation Sunday School on Sunday, October 28th.
Senior High (9th—12th Grades)
•

Flock Sunday Morning Faith Formation: Sunday, September 16th at 9:30am. All Senior High students are invited to
join The Flock for a new year of scripture, theological wrestling, and of course, snackies.
• Fireside Chat: Sunday, September 23rd from 5:30-8:30pm. Location TBD. Come for a time of dinner and stay for a
discussion about current ELCA advocacy areas and how we can respond to these social justice issues in a Christian
way.
Coming next month...
• Host a trunk for Trunk ‘o Treat: Saturday, October 20th from 3:00pm – 5:00pm.

MOPS

Manna - Y’all hungry?
Calling all moms of infants to kindergarten age to come on September 11th 6:30
-830 for our first meeting of the 20182019 year. The meeting will include dinner, icebreakers, and an introduction to
the program year. We'd love to have
you join us.
For questions or to RSVP for MOPs, contact Meg Lui at meg.jarman@gmail.com

To RSVP for childcare, contact Chris Jarman at mommacincy@hotmail.com (no later than September 7th).

Are you ready to feed your
faith? Are you ready to follow Jesus? Then mark Sunday, September 16th on your
calendar at 10:40am for the
return of Manna, our Sunday
morning faith practice hour
where we feed our faith and
follow Jesus.
Manna is for ALL ages (and when we say all – we mean
all). Manna offers music, engaging bible readings, faith
practices and just plain biblical fun. Not to mention, a
cross+gen community where everyone is known and
welcomed.
Look for us under the tent in the Fellowship Hall – it’s
kinda hard to miss us!

7

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
7701 Kenwood Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45236
PH 513.891.1700 / FX: 513.891.1707
Barb Andrews, Church Secretary
www.goodshepherd.com / office@goodshepherd.com

513.891.1700, x115; bandrews@goodshepherd.com

Heidi Johns, Senior Pastor
Director Administration & Outreach
513.891.1700, x112; hjohns@goodshepherd.com
Patricia Badkey, Associate Pastor
Director of Congregational Life
513.891.1700, x111; pbadkey@goodshepherd.com
Alice Connor, Pastor
Director of Campus and Young Adult Ministries
513.307.2930; aconnor@goodshepherd.com
Alex Hoops, Associate Pastor
Director of Discipleship
513.307.2930, x102; ahoops@goodshepherd.com
Debbie Jones, Deacon
Director of Worship & Music
513.891.1700, x117; djones@goodshepherd.com

Steve Fahnestock, Parish Administrator
513.891.1700, x101; sfahnestock@goodshepherd.com
Connie Golden, Worship Director, 5:00 Service
513.891.1700; cdgolden47@gmail.com
Ken Holdt, Worship Director, 9:30 Service
513.891.1700, x133; kholdt@goodshepherd.com
Chris Jarman, Childcare Coordinator
513.891.1700; cjarman@goodshepherd.com
Elizabeth Johnson, Financial Bookkeep/Administrative Asst
513.891.1700, x127; ejohnson@goodshepherd.com
Scott Puthoff, Media Specialist
513.891.1700, x105; media@goodshepherd.com
Josh Yancey, Custodian
513.891.1700; custodian@goodshepherd.com

Jen Jarman,
Director of Faith Formation
513.891.1700, x120; jjarman@goodshepherd.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
7701 Kenwood Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45236
513.891.1700
www.goodshepherd.com
Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

