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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES
Christmas Eve Services
•
•

•

•

4pm Family Service is geared for younger children and their
families.
5:45pm Rockin’ Christmas Eve with communion and candle
lighting. Music provided by praise band and praise team.
Childcare available.
8pm Traditional Service with communion and candle lighting. Music provided by Chancel Choir, Christmas Eve Orchestra, Handbell Choir and
organ. Prelude music begins at 7:45pm. Childcare available.
10:30pm Traditional Service with communion and candle lighting. Music provided by
soloists, trumpet, and organ. Prelude music begins at 10:15pm.

Christmas Day
•

11am Traditional Communion Service.

Christmas concert and advent event
Join us on December 9th starting at 4 pm for music and activities that are guaranteed to
put both the young and old in the Christmas spirit!
The evening will start off with our Annual Christmas Concert, featuring choirs, soloists,
bells, brass, dulcimer, organ and piano performed by the many talented musicians that
GSLC is lucky to have perform in our church.
Immediately following the concert, everyone is invited to attend this year’s All Church
Advent Cross+Gen event (starting around 5 pm). Enjoy a scrumptious potluck meal in the
Fellowship Hall, followed by Cross+Gen inspired table activities and ending with an
optional Cookie Exchange. Good Shepherd will supply drinks and place settings, YOU
bring a main or side dish (enough to serve 6-8 GSLC friends). If you would like to
participate in the Cookie Exchange, please bring 5 dozen cookies to share.
To participate in the potluck, please RSVP at Sign-Up Central in the lobby, electronically
via REALM, or contact Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com with how many folks
are coming and what you’ll bring.
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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS
Dear Friends in Christ,

Some of you may know that Steve and I recently returned from a 10 day trip to Germany where
we visited many cities and towns, which were important to the life of Martin Luther as well as the
Protestant Reformation. We were happy to travel with 22 other people from around the world
who were interested in these sites as well as Martin Luther. I rediscovered why the Reformation
continues to be important in the life of church even today. The Reformation reminds us God’s
spirit is at work renewing the church in every generation.
I wanted to share a picture which I took at Eisenach, in one of the places Martin Luther lived as a
school boy. I affectionately call the statute “Butter Luther” because it looked like it had been
carved out of butter, like some of the butter sculptures featured at state fairs across the U.S. But here is what our guide
pointed out about this statue, and other similar statues of Luther. They all show Luther’s great love for God’s word and
how Luther’s studying of God’s word led him to call for the reforms in the Roman Catholic church. Without God’s spirit
working through God’s word, we might not have seen the reforms we did. This love of God’s word then led Luther to
also work diligently to translate the Bible into German so everyone could read
it. He translated the New Testament in a mere 10 weeks. The reading of God’s
word, Luther would remind us, is important for all people as they seek to be faithful disciples of Jesus. Luther loved the scripture.
But here is the other thing which I discovered on this trip. That much of the religious artwork done during this period, like “Butter Luther” conveys the important
themes of the Reformation. Such as one painting where Philip Melanchthon, an
important lay Reformation theologian, is shown baptizing a baby. This was to illustrate that a layperson, part of the priesthood of all believers, could perform a
baptism in an emergency situation. Another piece shows the congregation receiving the bread and wine at communion because for a long time only an ordained
priest could receive the wine.
I have always appreciated the beautiful art
which expressed God’s love for the world but after our recent travels, I saw
how the art of the Reformation helped people discover the ideas which blew new
life into the church of God that still impact us today.
In Christ,
Pastor Pat

CONSIDERING BAPTISM?
Maybe you don’t know if you were baptized, maybe you want to get baptized, or maybe you are interested in having your
child baptized. Pastor Alex would LOVE to talk with you about that! Learn more about this means of grace, its significance, and find out how you can get baptized at GSLC.
Upcoming dates when adults and children may be baptized during 8:00, 9:00, 9:30 or
11:00AM worship services : December 9th and January 13th.

Upcoming dates for baptism at 5:00PM worship service: December 15th and January
19th.
Contact Pr Alex, ahoops@goodshepherd.com or at 513.891.1700, x102 with questions
about baptism or to set up a time to chat.

POINSETTIA PICK-UP
If you signed up to take your Poinsettia home, please leave it through the 11pm
Christmas Eve service. Plastic to protect your plant will be under the poinsettia tree
table in the lobby.
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NEW FLOWER CHART
The 2019 Flower Chart is now available in the lobby. Stop by and sign up to provide worship
flowers for coming year. Cost remains $25.00 if Good Shepherd orders the flowers.

NEW WORSHIP GIFTS
When you are in the lobby or attending worship, take a moment and appreciate the wonderful wood working skills of Roy Johnson. Recently Roy built a new communion table for the
lobby and two new wooden candlestick holders to be used in worship. Thank you, Roy for
sharing your creative gift with Good Shepherd.

END OF YEAR STOCK DONATIONS
As you consider an end of the year gift to Good Shepherd, keep in mind that you can transfer
stock directly to Good Shepherd as a way to fulfill your estimate of giving or to make an extra gift. Giving stock directly to the church can have tax advantages such as avoiding capital
gains taxes, or a reduction in income tax. Please check with your tax advisor on how this
method of giving can benefit you and the church. Your faithful gifts to GSLC allow us to further the mission God has called us to!

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

If you are planning on donating stock please notify our Financial Secretary, Dean Rankey, at
Financialsecretary@goodshepherd.com. Our GSLC broker is able to acknowledge gifts of
stock, but does not have information regarding the person making the gift. We want to be
sure you are given credit for your gift on your financial statement from GSLC, so let us know
your gift is coming!!
To make a donation to be credited for the 2018 calendar year, please make your donation by
December 15 to allow time for the transaction to clear before the end of the year. If you
have questions please contact Dean or Pastor Heidi.

Where’s your money going?
Thank you for your faithful financial support for Good Shepherd this fiscal year (started
Sept 1). Your generosity has kept us on track with our annual budget and ministry plan!
As the end of the calendar year approaches, please prayerfully consider Good Shepherd in
your benevolent giving. Now is a great time to catch up with your estimate of giving if
you have fallen behind, to make a special gift in addition to your pledge, or even offer a
first time gift. Your financial support helps ensure that we can stay on track with our ministry plan, including our pledge to give nearly 25% of our regular giving away in outreach.
Did you know that if you have logged in to Realm you can track your donations when you
go into your password protected profile? This new feature can help you stay up to date
with tracking your pledge and extra donations, you can even print out a statement. You
can also make a donation online! Please note, Good Shepherd will still be sending out a
paper statement of your giving after the end of the calendar year so you have a record for
tax purposes.
Thank you in advance for your end of the year gifts in support of our shared ministry!

Big act of love!
Thanks to Anne and Buzz Dorward, Ann Cleveland, Emily Small, and Judy Hern who
joined Church Women United and Kemper Road Christian Church members in helping
pack over 171,000 meals for Haiti. On November 17th, Hands Against Hunger offered a
major food packing opportunity. The goal was for at least 132,000 meals. These GS members helped reach that goal and so much more! God's Work Our Hands goes on, in
LOVE.

-Koben Hinman

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning
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LITERATURE & OUR FAITH
Literature and Our Faith will meet on December 17th at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Mary Grace Friesen for our annual
Christmas social. Please bring an appetizer or sweet to share. We will read aloud from a Christmas classic and enjoy the holiday spirit. For directions and to RSVP, call Karen Mazzei at 513-290-8819. We will resume our normal
schedule on January 21st in the church library at 7:30 p.m. Come join us!

MEN DOING LIFE PRESENTS: PUB
THEOLOGY
What do you call a group of 15 to 20 guy’s sitting in a bar, on the
third Thursday of the month, at 7pm, talking about God? Why, Pub
Theology, of course! Join our group of “Pub theologians” at Chicken on the Run in Deer Park (7255 Ohio Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45236) on
December 20th at 7pm. As usual, we’ll start with some time for
food and fellowship, then dive into thoughtful discussion around
7:45 or 8:00pm.
Are you a regular Pub Theologian already? INVITE A FRIEND!

MOPS

December 11th (noon) - TBD, Social Lunch. Contact Lisa Meili at larm@cinci.rr.com for update.
NO BOOK STUDY THIS MONTH DUE TO THE
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY. Merry Christmas!

Manna Provides

Join us at MOPS on Tuesday December 11th
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Dinner is provided and
this month our lovely mentors, Ann, Charlie and Laurie, are hosting. The themes for
the evening are Service and Trivia Night.
Our service will include assembling gift
bags for Summit Academy (a school where Chris Jarman works).
Please RSVP for Moppets/childcare to Chris Jarman by Friday 12/7
at mommajcincy@hotmail.com to insure your child has a spot.
For questions or to RSVP, please contact Meg.jarman@gmail.com.

Babies need diapers. Jesus came to us as a baby.
During the season of Advent, we will be preparing to welcome Baby Jesus in Manna by hosting a diaper drive in partnership with Sweet Cheeks Diaper Bank here in Cincinnati (sweetcheeksdiaperbanks.org)
Diaper need is a hidden consequence of poverty, with 1 in 3 families struggling to provide the 8 diapers per day that the
average child needs. In general, Sweet Cheeks Diaper Bank needs sizes 4, 5, 6 and all sizes of pull-ups more than smaller
sizes. Any donations can be dropped off in the Collection Bin in the lobby or given during the Offering collection during
each Sunday in Manna from Dec. 2 – Dec. 16.
We will send these diapers off with a special blessing on Sunday, Dec. 16th at our “Happy Birthday” Party for Jesus at
10:40am. Mark your calendar to join us!

Middle School Mixer!
Middle School Students are invited to develop new faith skills and make new friends at the Middle School MiX for Southern Ohio Synod. The event is open to all 6th - 8th Graders and will take place from January 11th - 13th at Lutheran Memorial Camp in Fulton, OH. Cost: $85 (GSLC is subsidizing the cost for each student by $21)
This retreat will keep you on the move with campfires, hiking, gaga ball, 9 Square in the Air, team builders and other sport
activities. We will have time for worship, Bible study, prayer and engaging discussion. Jen Jarman will be attending this
retreat with the student and additional parent leaders are also encouraged to attend, including a male chaperone. Participants are asked to stay for the entire event, so plan to commit to the full weekend experience. We’ll meet at GSLC at
4:15PM on Friday, January 11 and we’ll return around 2:30PM on Sunday, January 13. Space is limited. To attend, complete
4 a Registration found at Sign-Up Central and submit to Jen Jarman by December 16th.

TAFT ELEMENTARY
On Monday November 19th, 18 volunteers served a true Thanksgiving feast to our
40 2nd and 3rd grade adopt-a-class children. Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of the members of our GLSC Taft ministry team, the children and teachers enjoyed turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, green beans, sweet potatoes, macaroni
and cheese, cranberries, rolls, and pumpkin pie. Mary Naylor and Elizabeth Mather
gave the children lessons on the history of Thanksgiving and of good table manners. Many of the students tried foods they were unfamiliar with and enjoyed it
very much. One of the 3rd graders ended the meal with a toast of thanks to Good
Shepherd. How wonderful it is
to share God’s love with these students who benefit from that love and
attention! God is good - to our students and through you!!
Our next visit is Tuesday, December 18th for our Christmas party. We
will visit with the 2nd grade classroom from Noon – 1:00PM and with the
3rd grade classroom from 1:00PM – 2:00PM. Carpooling will be available
from church. Look for sign-up sheets at Sign-Up Central to let us know
you will join us! Questions? Please contact Sue Matz at 513.646.6928 or
sgmatz13@gmail.com or Beth Townsend at 513.607.0135 or
beth.townsend@me.com.

SPOTLIGHT ON CFAM - MINOR HOME REPAIR
Good Shepherd has ten distinct Care Programs. One of these programs is spotlighted in each issue of our newsletter.
The Minor Home Repair Team was quite active in 2018. The mission of the team is to help seniors or disadvantage members and associates of GSLC with small jobs around their homes related to safety concerns or items that are critical to
their daily needs. This year the 18 member team worked with the Monday Work Crew on many
projects. The team winterized windows in a home, installed a handrail on a stairway, installed a
handrailing to a basement and installed hold bars in strategic locations in the house, helped
clean a yard and repair a shed, and installed internal framing for future kitchen cabinets at Lydia’s House. This work added up to 203 person hours.
Thanks goes out to the Dick Morawski and the team for their willingness to serve their neighbor
in this way. For more information or to volunteer please contact Dick Morawski at
mrwsk5@aol.com. You may also contact Pastor Pat if you have any questions or for more information at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com.

God & Me and God & Family classes
The God and Me / God and Family classes are returning to GSLC in the new year. The God and Me curriculum is designed to
help children become best friends with Jesus and tell their story of “God and Me” together, while the God and Family curriculum is designed to help youth understand the importance of family and God’s role in a healthy family.
WHO: Boys and Girls in 1st - 5th grades . (previous participation in a scouting program is NOT required). The participants
will be divided into two groups: 1) grades 1-3 with parent participation, and 2) grades 4-5 without parent participation.
WHEN: Four Wednesday evenings, from 6 to 7 p.m., January 9 – 30, 2019, plus a Scout Sunday worship concluding where
each child is presented with their own badge.
REGISTRATION: Sign up at Sign Up Central or via REALM by January 6, 2019. A minimum of five students per age group is
required to host this class.

Bakers wanted!!
If you love to bake, how about sharing that love by baking cookies when needed for church activities such as special programs, Manna or a bereavement meal. We estimate you may be called about 4-6 times a year. To sign up contact Pr. Pat at
pbackey@goodshepherd.com.
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700,
x120) or via Realm

•

•

3rd Grade Families
1st Communion Instruction will start Sunday, January 27th and run for 5-consecutive Sundays through February.
3rd grade students will celebrate receiving 1st Communion at the Worship Service of your choice the weekend of
March 2-3, 2019.
4th Grade Families
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, January 13th for the Presentation of Bibles to all of our current 4th graders. The presentation will occur during our 9:30am Worship service, with a Workshop for families to attend immediately following at 10:45am. Look for a letter with more information mid-December.

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
Christmas Angels Mission Project in partnership with VEIL Ministry, Saturday, December 15th from 11:00am –
3:30pm. Help take a young person from VEIL Christmas shopping for their parents after enjoying a lunch together.
• Confirmation Christmas Party, Sunday, December 16, from 5:30-8:30PM at the Zink home. Bring $5 for dinner, and
an inexpensive wrapped gift ($7 or less) for the gift exchange.
Coming next month...
• 2nd Saturday of Service: serve at Matthew 25 Ministries on Saturday, January 12th from 11:00AM – 1:00PM.
• Save the Date - Confirmation Social Event on Friday, January 25th.
• Confirmation Parent Coffee on Sunday, January 27th at 10:45am.rmation Christmas Party, Sunday, December 16,
from 5:30-8:30PM. Bring $5 for dinner, and an inexpensive wrapped gift ($7 or less) for the gift exchange.
•

Senior High (9th—12th Grades)
Something More Equipping Event on Saturday, December 8th from 10am – 2pm at GSLC. All 9 – 12 grade students
are invited to spend some time practicing their “UP” skills in order to deepen their relationship with God. $5 for
lunch. Register at http://www.popluther.org/somethingmore
• Christmas Angels Mission Project in partnership with VEIL Ministry, Saturday, December 15th from 11:00am –
3:30pm. Help take a young person from VEIL Christmas shopping for their parents after enjoying a lunch together.
• FLOCK Christmas Party, Friday, December 21, 7:00-10:00PM. Please bring $5 for dinner and a small, wrapped gift
for our gift-exchange ($7 or less). Please contact Jen Jarman if your family is interested in hosting this event.Coming next month...
• 3 Kings Celebration at VEIL Ministries. Be part of our puppet show as we share the story of the arrival of the Magi
with the VEIL community.
•
2nd Saturday of Service: serve at Matthew 25 Ministries on Saturday, January 12th from 11:00AM – 1:00PM.
• VEIL Tutoring Dates: Sundays, January 13th, January 20th, January 27th from 2-4pm.
• FLOCK Bowling Event on Saturday, January 26th from 6:00PM – 10:00PM.
•

•

Grades 4 - 12
Ski Trip to Perfect North Slopes, Wed., January 2, 2019, from 8:30AM-6:00PM. $39 for a lift ticket and $20 for
equipment rental. RSVP by December 27th. A signed waiver is required for all participants. Required lessons for
beginners are FREE and the lift ticket includes Snow Tubing! *We must have a minimum of 15 non-pass holders to
qualify for this group rate.

Thank yous
Thank you for your support of our Fall Rummage Sale. Your donations helped GSLC youth
raise $2,100 for our Christmas Angels Mission Project in partnership with VEIL ministry.
Thank you to all members of the “Judy’s Joggers” 5K Walk Team who participated in the
Matthew 25 Ministries Hunger Walk on November 3rd and to all members of the GSLC
community who donated $368.00 in Judy Hermann’s memory.
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