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Christmas Gift Program
Thank you to all that participated in the Christmas gift program! It takes many hands and
feet to do this work and we appreciate everyone’s contributions whether they be gifts,
food baskets, supplies, time, or dollars. Through
your generosity 37 adults and 72 children were
provided with gifts, 11 families were given food
baskets, 2 classrooms have additional supplies to
facilitate learning, the Tiger store is restocked
for the benefit of all of Taft Elementary’s
students, and Lydia’s House has many of their
ongoing needs of diapers, hygiene items and
cleaning supplies met for a month or more. Your
support is greatly appreciated.

Piecemakers
We have a winner . . . Valerie Gudeman.
Thanks to everyone who helped us celebrate the 30th anniversary of Piecemakers by
putting in a guess to win the quilt. The actual number of pieces in the quilt was 1,484. The
ironic thing about that number is it was only ONE number off from the number of quilts we
have given away in our 30 years . . . 1,483. That was not planned at all ~ it was what I call a
God-incidence as opposed to a co-incidence.
We will continue meeting on the 4th Monday of each month beginning again on January 28,
2019. If you can tie a knot (and I think you probably can), come join us at noon in the
Fellowship Hall for some service to those in need.

Looking for a church home?
Good Shepherd will be hosting a New Member Discipleship Class on Sundays March 24, 31,
April 7 from 4:30-5:45 each day. This three week series allows you to explore what it means
to be a Disciple of Jesus, and how being a part of Good Shepherd can help you grow as a
Disciple. The classes are discussion based and we will invite your questions. You will also
learn more about Good Shepherd’s ministry, and have time with the Pastors in a small
group setting.
Please email Pastor Heidi Johns, (hjohns@goodshepherd.com) or call the church office 8911700 if you would like more information, or want to register. Good Shepherd is a great
place to put down spiritual roots and grow with God!

Chili Cookoff
You, yes you, could win the coveted trophy of Good Shepherd’s Best Chili while helping
raise money for Edge House students’ pilgrimage to el Camino de Santiago! January 25,
6pm bring a pot of your best homemade chili to be judged by an august panel of judges. Or,
bring your empty stomach to sample a variety of chilis! Entry fee for chili competitors is $20
and attendees can eat two bowls of chili for $5 per person or $20 per family. Sign up on
Realm or at Sign-up Central. ALSO we’ll be doing a dessert bake sale—want to contribute
items? Message pastor@edge-uc.org. Sponsored by Families on Restful Mission and the
students of the Edge House.
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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS
At the family service on Christmas Eve, Pastor Alex mentioned offhandedly that everyone in the
stable with the holy family were strangers. The shepherds didn’t know them and they may not
have known each other well. The Magi—who didn’t actually arrive until two years later, but who
are always shown there in the stable—were from far, far away and certainly didn’t know anyone.
I love this image: a bunch of people who didn’t know each other at all, strangers to each other
and even to the local geography, drawn to this moment like moths to a flame. I love the image it
shows us of stinky, low-class dudes showing up to coo over baby Jesus’ widdle toes and three or
more weirdo magicians from far away, wild-eyed, smelling of camels, and maybe surprised that
the star they’d followed had led them to a baby.
The incarnation—God becoming flesh and moving into the neighborhood—is about expanding the circle of who is in.
Indeed, our entire scripture is about this circle-drawing. Every group of people draws a line signifying who’s in and who’s
out. They draw it in good faith, they draw it meaning to protect themselves and those who are vulnerable, but they draw
it in opposition to the line God draws, the line that encompasses everything in creation. Our scripture, these stories we
tell about whose we are and what that means, tells us that God is constantly and counter-intuitively pushing us to expand the bounds of the circle we draw. It’s not just Israel who is chosen, it’s Gentiles. It’s not just people who’ve been
going to temple or church regularly who are worthy, it’s prostitutes and tax-collectors. It’s not just men who can preside
at communion, it’s women, too. The people God loves and invites in to the stable and the divine life of Christ are white
and brown and gay and straight. Paul says, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”
Which means you as well. I know, you come to Good Shepherd every week and volunteer and all that, but if you’re anything like me, there’s a little part of you that doesn’t believe you’re worthy of love and belonging. But you so are. It’s like
when we talk about Manna, our faith practice hour for all ages. The key phrase there is “all ages.” Do you have an age?
You’re invited! God’s love is for all people. Are you a person? It’s for you!
There’s a level at which this “God’s love is for everyone and it will change the world” feels naïve. Maybe it is. But it is also
true. To the extent that we believe it about ourselves and the people we meet, to the extent that we act on that wasteful, expansive, inconvenient love, we do change the world and God is made manifest. May it be so.

CONSIDERING BAPTISM?
Maybe you don’t know if you were baptized, maybe you want to get baptized, or maybe you are interested in having your
child baptized. Pastor Alex would LOVE to talk with you about that! Learn more about this means of grace, its significance,
and find out how you can get baptized at GSLC.
Upcoming dates when adults and children may be baptized during 8:00, 9:00, 9:30 or
11:00AM worship services January 13th and February 10th.
Upcoming dates for baptism at 5:00PM worship service:
January 19th and February 16th.
Contact Pr Alex, ahoops@goodshepherd.com or at 513.891.1700, x102 with questions
about baptism or to set up a time to chat.

SPRING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
It will soon be time to compile the Mar-May Worship Servant Schedules. If you do not receive an email reminder by February 1st or do not have access to email, please contact Debbie Jones, djones@goodshepherd.com or 513.891-1700 x117 to
give dates that you are unable to serve. Dates must be received by February 10th. The new schedules will be available
online and in the lobby by mid-February.

2019 worship flower sign-ups
The flower chart is now available in the Lobby. Lots of open spots remain. Cost is $25.00 if church
purchases flowers. Sign up and you will be sent information a few weeks prior to your requested
date. Questions? Contact Debbie Jones, djones@goodshepherd.com or 513.891.1700 x117.

2

End of year giving statements

Our Mission

Watch your mailbox at the end of January for your financial giving statement for calendar
year, 2018. Even though you can track your giving and when we get closer to tax time print
your own statement through Realm, we will still send out paper statements in the mail. To
track your giving or print a statement you must create a log-in or password. If you need to
do that, please contact Pastor Heidi or Steve Fahnestock and we will send you an email invite
to join. No matter how you track your giving, THANK YOU for your generosity!

Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...

2019 MIRROR RESOLUTION

SHARE God’s grace;

If you were in worship on December 30 you heard Pastor Heidi challenge you to tape the
words of Colossians 3:12-17 on your bathroom mirror, so that you can be confronted and encouraged by those powerful words, every day of 2019. As you prepare for each day how
might these words shape your behavior and attitudes? More importantly how might they
guide you as you seek to grow deeper as a disciple of Jesus. What will you clothe yourself
with today? It’s not too late to join the challenge. Here are the words from Colossians—
simply print them off and tape them to your mirror!
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.14Above
all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.

GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Thank you notes received

Our Core Values

During the month of December we received several “Thank You” letters from ministry partners that we are able to support because of your generosity. Those notes came from:

Unconditional love

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lutheran Disaster Relief for our gift of $2415
Habitat for Humanity for our gift of $19,000
Interfaith Hospitality Network for our gift of $1000
Center for Addiction Treatment in Cincinnati for our gift of $1000
From Lydia’s House for our gift of $100 in Kroger Gift Cards
From Bethany House for our gift of $300 in toys and games
From First Lutheran for donations of winter wear and blankets
From a family facing challenging times who received a gift from Larry’s Legacy

Thank you Good Shepherd for making all these gifts possible!

Thank you from the staff
Thanks to everyone who remembered us during the holidays with cards, notes, cookies, gifts
and prayers. We are grateful to know we have the love and support of such a caring
congregation during the busy Christmas season. Thank you for
thinking of us. You are the BEST!

Manna Provides
Manna: a Sunday morning faith practice hour for all ages where we
feed our faith and follow Jesus. During the Epiphany season, Manna
Outposts will point towards how Jesus is “revealed” in the world.
Join us on Sundays at 10:40am under the Big Tent in the Fellowship
Hall.

Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning
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LITERATURE & OUR FAITH
Literature and Our faith enjoyed a Christmas social at the home of Mary Grace Friesen on December 17th. Christmas treats and fellowship were enjoyed by all. We will gather back at the church on January 21st to discuss a classic, "Rebecca" by Daphne du Maurier. Our February 18th selection is "Still Life" by Louise Penny, and March 18th is
"Just Mercy" by Bryan Stevenson. We meet the third Monday of every month in the church library at 7:30
p.m. Come join us!

55+ CLUB WELCOMES YOU!
Come and join us on February 5th to hear what the Ronald McDonald House Does for
people all around the world. Find out home much you know (or don’t know) about this
gem in our community. Send your reservation and check made out to “GSLC 55+ Club”
for $15/person by Monday, January 28, 2019 to John Van Osdol, 7355 Village Drive, Mason, OH 45040.

MOPS

January 8th (noon) - TBD, Social Lunch. Contact Lisa Meili
at larm@cinci.rr.com for update.
January 22nd (noon) - Good Shepherd Church, Bible Study.
New Book- "What on Earth Am I Here For?" based on "The
Purpose Driven Life", by Pastor Rick Warren. No prework
required. Watch video and discuss. Contact Lisa Meili at
larm@cinci.rr.com.

Join us at MOPS on Tuesday, January 8th from 6:30-8:30 p.m. The
Steering committee will be providing breakfast for dinner. The theme
for the evening will be assembling
soup jars for our annual fundraiser.
Please RSVP for Moppets/childcare to Chris Jarman by
Friday, January 4 to mommajcincy@hotmail.com to insure your child has a spot. For questions or to RSVP,
please contact: meg.jarman@gmail.com.

MEN DOING LIFE PRESENTS: PUB
THEOLOGY
What do you call a group of 15 to 20 guy’s sitting in a bar, on the
third Thursday of the month, at 7pm, talking about God? Why, Pub
Theology, of course! Join our group of “Pub theologians” at Chicken on the Run in Deer Park (7255 Ohio Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45236) on
January 17th at 7pm. As usual, we’ll start with some time for food
and fellowship, then dive into thoughtful discussion around 7:45 or
8:00pm.
Are you a regular Pub Theologian already? INVITE A FRIEND!

Connections Cafe
Plan to stop by the Fellowship Hall on January 19th and 20th to enjoy a great cup
of coffee and a bite to eat as we take some time after worship to catch-up and
relax. Connections Café is a great way that our congregation can slow down
among the business of our normal lives and spend some time connecting with
other members in a relaxed environment over food and drink.

Deeper conversations - MANNA
Shed some light on the Gospel lesson each week at the Deeper Conversation Outpost at Manna
each Sunday morning in Epiphany. This Outpost meets in the Library at approximately 11:00am
each Sunday and your cup of coffee is welcome to attend with you!
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TAFT ELEMENTARY
Our December 18th visit to Taft Elementary was the highly anticipated Christmas party. Our students had been asking the tutors and penpals if there were presents coming
- and Good Shepherd did not disappoint! 30 volunteers (with several of our High
School students) provided a "gift to someone you love"
craft, cookies to ice and decorate (and eat of course!), and
then GSLC was provided with the squeals of delight as
each child opened the stuffed animal, pair of pajamas, and
the stack of personalized presents.
The volunteers
helped each child reflect on the blessings of the season,
and to appreciate the care taken in choosing and wrapping each gift. We pray that our gift of Christ's love to these children will bless them this holiday season. Good Shepherd Nursery School families also donated food, gloves, and hats under their Christmas tree. These items were also delivered to Taft at the same time as the party. Thank you Nursery School families! Our up-coming visits will include a January 24th yoga
and meditation demonstration, and the February 14th Valentine's Party. The Taft ministry is
tremendously grateful for the blessing of the generous support of our congregation,

GSLC is going to camp in 2019 - are you?
There are 7 families attending family camp together this summer – is your family already registered? There are two opportunities for families to experience Christ through camp programs in
an outdoor setting:
July 21st – 27th at Lutheridge in Arden, N.C. (http://lutheridge.novusway.org/summercamp/)
July 28th – August 3rd at Camp Luther in Conneaut, O.H. (https://www.lomocamps.org/
campluther)
Check out program details, cost and how to register at the links provided above and don’t hesitate to inquire about financial assistance by contacting Jen Jarman or any of the GSLC pastors.
PLUS, GSLC is gifting each family $200 towards their initial camp registration, but we only have 9
gifts left!

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
Thank you again for your support of the Fall Rummage Sale and the Shop for Tots Service
Event. Through all of your donations, we helped 16 children associated with VEIL (Vida Eterna
Iglesia Luterana), one of our mission partners, purchase and wrap gifts for their parents.
Thank you for supporting Manna’s first Diaper Drive in partnership with Sweet Cheeks Diaper
Bank. As a result, GSLC donated 2,364 diapers to Sweet Cheeks Diaper Bank just in time to start
the new year with a surplus on supplies for their families.

SPOTLIGHT ON CFAM
At Good Shepherd we have a variety of caring ministries which help members care for and walk with other members as
needed. Over the last six years this caring ministry has developed into ten unique and self-sustaining care ministries. Those CFAM (Caring for All Members) ministries are the following:
Stephen Ministry, Parish Visitors, Minor Home Repair Team, Bereavement Team, Emergency Meals for Members , Transportation Team, Hospital Callers, Prayer Chain, Shepherd’s Pantry, Just In Case Registry
There are 18 different CFAM team leaders and 160 individuals who have volunteered to serve in various capacities in these ten CFAM ministries. We are grateful to God for the commitment many members have made to serve others as the Good Shepherd mission statement states. If you would like
any information or have questions about these particular ministries please contact Pastor Pat at
pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or call her at 891-1700, ext.111. If you know someone who could benefit from one these ministries, please contact Pastor Pat at the email or phone listed above.

5

The Gospel According to matthew w/ Pastor Pete Rudowski
This Monday morning Bible Study will resume on Monday, February 4th
at 10:00am. In our time together in the New Year, we will specifically
discuss the Parables in the Gospel of Matthew and the Passion Ministry
of Jesus. For more information, please contact Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com as Pastor Pete is traveling internationally
during the month of January 2019.

Justice for the poor - a small group bible study
Justice for the Poor, by Jim Wallis, recaptures the biblical vision that links poverty with justice. Jesus’ life and teaching
shows a deep compassion toward the poor and marginalized. His messages often highlight the injustices shown to the
poor and the prejudices the well-off have against them. How can we learn from the poor? What is our responsibility to care
for the poor and to advocate for justice on their behalf?
Sessions Include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Burger King Mom: Being Poor in America
Is There Something Wrong With the Prosperity Gospel?
At the Corner of Church and State: What’s the Proper Role of Each in Caring for the Poor?
The Gospel According to New Orleans
Outside the Gate: The Poor and the Global Economy
Beyond “Serial Charity” to a Just Society "

Fridays at 10:00am, January 25th – March 1st. $15 for Participant Guide. Register at Sign-Up Central or via REALM.

How to start a family devotion
Tending to the spiritual lives of children is one of a parent's highest vocations. Yet we are faced with day to day pressures
that can crowd out even our best attempts to inspire and ignite the flame for God that lies in each one of our little ones.
Join Jen Jarman for 2 Tuesday evenings for mutual conversation, video clips facilitated by acclaimed author Anne Kitch
(Taking the Plunge: Baptism and Parenting, What We Do in Church, What We Do in Lent, What We Do in Advent, Water of
Baptism/Water of Life, Bless This Day, and The Anglican Family Prayer Book), and a plan for implementing new devotional
practices in your home.
This course is perfect if you are a parent, or grandparent of a family and desire to be more intentional about your shared
journey toward Christ. FREE childcare will be provided with advanced registration and an optional meal will be served prior to the start of the class.
2 Tuesday Evenings: January 22nd and 29th from 6:15pm – 7:15pm
Optional Dinner served at 5:45pm
Sign-Up at Sign-Up Central or via REALM.

Financial Peace university, debt is normal, be weird!
A New Year = a new class day & time. And the arrival of credit card bills from the recent Christmas season. Create a new
resolution to make this year financially different for you! A 9-week session of FPU will be held on Thursday evenings, starting January 21st – March 28th from 6:30-8:30pm. FREE childcare is available with advanced registration and GSLC members who complete the 9-week course will receive a 50% reimbursement for their Membership Kit cost.
Make a commitment to get into good financial shape so that you can manage the next holiday season more financially
stable. Sign up at https://fpu.com/1081573
Questions? Contact Paul Zinnecker at ppzinnec@fuse.net
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700,
x120) or via Realm

•

•

•

•

4th Grade Families
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, January 13th for the Presentation of Bibles to all of our current 4th graders. The presentation will occur during our 9:30am Worship service, with a Workshop for families to attend immediately following at 10:45am. A letter with more information was mailed prior to Christmas.
3rd Grade Families
Holy Communion Faith Milestone study will start Sunday, January 27th and run for 5-consecutive Sundays through
February 24th. 3rd grade students will celebrate their Communion Faith Milestone at the Worship Service of your
choice on Sunday, March 3, 2019. A letter with more information was mailed at the beginning of January 2019.
Kindergarten & 1st Grade Families
Worship Faith Milestone Workshop on Saturday, February 2, from 10am – 11am. This special Faith Milestone workshop is designed for current Kindergarten and 1st Grade students to attend with their parents to learn more about
why we do what and when we do it during a typical Lutheran worship service. A letter with more information will
be mailed to each family in early January.
2nd - 5th Graders
February 22-23, 2019 at Lutheran Memorial Camp (Fulton, OH). Come and experience a great introduction to camp
through fun activities, while learning about your faith. Spend time outdoors learning about nature and pointing
out constellations. Enjoy a s’more over the fire or your first hike through the woods. Learn about the Bible during
worship and walk through prayer stations. Everything is planned by camp staff, giving adults time to spend with
the youth in your congregation. You will never forget cooking a meal over a fire and playing games with new
friends, especially in the Gaga Pitt. To learn more, visit https://www.lomocamps.org/elementaryretreat. Cost: $60/
child (GSLC subsidizes $12 per youth) and adults are FREE! Complete a paper registration and return to Jen Jarman
with payment by Monday, February 4th.

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
2nd Saturday of Service: serve at Matthew 25 Ministries on Saturday, January 12th from11:00AM – 1:00PM.
Confirmation Social Event to Scene 75 on Friday, January 25th from 6:30pm–9:00pm. $10/person, plus bring money
for any additional arcade games.
• Confirmation Parent Coffee on Sunday, January 27th at 10:45am in Room 100A. Parents of 7th & 8th grade Confirmation students are invited to share their thoughts/comments/feedback on our Confirmation ministry with Pastor
Pat. Light refreshments will be served, but grab your cup of joe in the lobby before arriving.
Coming next month...
• 2nd Saturday of Service: serve at Matthew 25 Ministries on Saturday, February 9th from 11:00AM – 1:00PM.
• Confirmation Winter Retreat: Saturday, February 23rd – ALL DAY.
•
•

Senior High (9th—12th Grades)
3 Kings Celebration at VEIL Ministry on Saturday, January 5th from 5:00pm – 8:30pm. GSLC students serve as puppeteers for a festive evening of cross-cultural food, tree-burning and piñata cracking.
•
2nd Saturday of Service: serve at Matthew 25 Ministries on Saturday, January 12th from 11:00AM – 1:00PM.
• SH students are invited to serve as tutors for the Homework Fellowship ministry at VEIL on Sunday, January 13th,
20th and 27th from 2:00 – 4:00pm. Sign Up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0949aaad2da4fe3-homework
• Annual Flock Bowling Extravaganza on Saturday, January 26th from 6:00pm – 10:00pm. The cost is $10 and covers
bowling, shoe rental, pizza and pop.
Coming next month...
• Something More “IN” Equipping Event on Saturday, February 9th from 10:00am – 2:00pm at Wittenberg University.
•
2nd Saturday of Service: serve at Matthew 25 Ministries on Saturday, February 9th from 11:00AM – 1:00PM.
• PUSH Week Deposit due February 15th.
•
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