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2020 - FOCUS ON FAITHFULNESS
As we turn the page on a new year, we invite you to “make this THE year” that you engage more fully in your calling as a
disciple of Jesus and boldly pursue God’s will for your life. All year long we will be inviting you into adventures and times
of quiet contemplation, opening yourself to the movement of the Holy Spirit, as you Share God’s Grace, Grow Your Faith
and Serve Others. During the year ahead please prayerfully consider committing to the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Weekly worship
Daily prayer and scripture reading (VINE TIME)
Joyful generosity
Bible study or community enrichment opportunities
Deeper relationships with others at Good Shepherd
Bring God’s blessings to our community through service
Join Us For These Enrichment Opportunties
Good Shepherd Café
Join us for an evening of Connection and Enrichment! Starting January 15th, for 5
weeks, Wednesday Nights from 5:30-7:30 we will be gathering at Good Shepherd for a hot
meal and an opportunity for families to connect and be fed.

For $4 a plate you can break bread with your family and get to know some other families connected to GSLC. We will wrap up dinner with some enrichment time for adults and kids. Kids
will be invited to join other children for some games/crafts/activities and adults will get an opportunity to hear from a speaker and discuss, in small groups and large groups, topics like mindful parenting, creating
traditions in our home, and how to create healthy practices that promote connectedness.

Get connect and be fed this winter at Good Shepherd Cafe on Jan 15, Jan 22, Jan 29, Feb 5, and Feb 12.
RSVP on Realm or contact Pastor Alex
Contemplative Christian Practices
We are thrilled to be able to offer this experiential class where we will learn to go deeper in our prayer and connection to
God. If you aren’t sure how to pray, or feel your prayer life is an inch deep and scattered, this is a great opportunity to
learn what the early Christians knew about connecting deeply with God. This class will help you to slow down, breathe
deep, and be mindful of the present moment. It is when we are quiet and still that we can hear God.
This class is being offered for FREE (typical fee is $89) at Good Shepherd on Sundays January 19 and 26 and February 9
and 23rd from 4:00-5:30 each week. You are welcome to come when you can, and to invite non-GSLC members to attend
with you! FREE childcare will also be offered during each class. This class is being offered through The Hive, a place where
community and contemplation meet (www.cincyhive.org), and facilitated by Renee Kanagy, a Mennonite Pastor and Spiritual Director. Come and grow in your understanding and experience of these ancient spiritual practices!
RESOURCES!
To encourage and equip you to develop the habit of daily prayer and devotional time (VINE TIME) we will have various
resources available for sale (at a discounted price) in the lobby during the month of January. Available will be a Lutheran
study Bible, various devotional and prayer books and a list of online daily devotional resources. Stop by and check it out.
Jesus said, "I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing.” A daily time VINE TIME of prayer and awareness of God’s presence can help us stay connected to
Jesus and live fruitful lives. On Sunday morning January 19 join Pastor Alice in Room 100 for ideas on growing your VINE
TIME. Grab a donut at Connections Café and join us at either 9am or 10:30am for this 30 minute class.

Let’s celebrate steve fahnestock
Join us on Sunday January 26th at 9:30 and 11:00 as we honor Steve Fahnestock with a Servant Towel and
our hearty thanks. Steve retired from his position as Director of Parish Administration on December 31st
after 4 ½ years of service in that position. It should be noted that Steve has volunteered as Good Shepherd’s “Tech” guy, sound tech, musician, and many other roles over the years. We are blessed to have
him as part of our church family. Join us on the 26th as we “officially” thank him for his generosity of time
and talent.

2

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS
In June of 2015, I started my sabbatical which lasted for 3 months. For me,
my sabbatical time became a season ripe with possibilities. While on sabbatical I tried some new things, which changed my life forever. On sabbatical, I
was able to shift my attention and my intention by making important changes
in my life. Here is what I discovered:
•
•
•

•

First, I love to walk because it helps me be present and in the moment.
Second, I discovered a good time during the day for me to reflect and pray is in the
evening, not the morning.
Third, I was also reminded that God loved me and all people unconditionally because of
the reading I did and the prayer practices I employed.
And finally, I was reminded that my call to serve in ministry would be ever evolving and
changing.

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

Well, January 2020 is upon us. It is not only the start of a new year, but also a new decade,
which means it is a time ripe with new possibilities too. That is why I am excited about 2020
Focus on Faithfulness! It will be time where every member of Good Shepherd will be invited to process, ponder and engage in ways they can share God’s grace, grow their faith and
serve others as disciples of Jesus Christ. It will be a time for members to discover how God
is active in their lives and how God is calling them to bless the world. I am excited to see
how the various opportunities that will be offered will help us all make small shifts in our
lives so we can more fully live and love like Jesus.

But you might be thinking, why participate in 2020 Focus on Faithfulness? Why take the
time do this? Here is why I have found it important to take time to focus on my own faithfulness to God: it helps me stay connected to God on a daily basis and to know God’s love
and forgiveness. It helps me keep my mind on the things that are true, honorable, just,
pure, pleasing, and commendable to God (Philippians 4:8). It helps me be mindful of God’s
intention for the world. But mostly it helps my heart be in tune with God’s heart and sing
God’s song of love to the world with my words and actions.
In Christ,
Pastor Pat

Welcome back matthew petersen

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness

Matthew is a Diaconal Candidate in the Lutheran Church and as a part of his course of study
he needs to complete several “field work” components. Matthew completed one requirement last summer, and is coming back in January for more! We are thrilled to have him.
Matthew will be assisting in worship and helping to coordinate our new Wednesday night
Good Shepherd café (among other things). Matthew is also currently employed as the parttime Edge House ministry assistant.

Hospitality

New office carpeting

Compassion

During the last two weeks of January we will be replacing the carpet in the office reception area and hallway. All of the main office modular desks and our copy machines will
need to be temporarily relocated. Sorry for the inconvenience and possible hiccups to our
normal operations, however, the carpet is long OVERDUE to be replaced, so we are excited for the updated look.

Stewardship

We are grateful for the Monday Work Crew who will be moving the furniture and helping
with the project to keep costs down. We are also grateful to Ruth Grassman and her gift
to Good Shepherd that will fund this long planned project.

Faith
Service

Integrity
Learning
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Help fill the 2020 flower chart
There are still plenty of open spaces for flowers for our 2020 Worship services. Find the chart hanging on the wall in the
lobby. Cost is $25.00 if church purchases flowers. Sign up and you will be sent information a few weeks prior to your requested date. Questions? Contact Debbie Jones, djones@goodshepherd.com.

CONSIDERING BAPTISM?
Maybe you don’t know if you were baptized, maybe you want to get baptized, or maybe
you are interested in having your child baptized. Pastor Alex would LOVE to talk with you
about that! Learn more about this means of grace, its significance, and find out how you
can get baptized at GSLC.
Upcoming dates when adults and children may be baptized during 8:00, 9:00, 9:30 or
11:00AM worship services: January 12 and February 9.
Upcoming dates for baptism at 5:00PM worship service: January 18 and February 15.
Contact Pr Alex, ahoops@goodshepherd.com or at 513.891.1700, x102 with questions about baptism or to set up a time
to chat.

UPDATE ON NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY
Thanks to all who were able to get their picture taken for the new church directory. A directory can really help us be connected as a church community. Recently, the directory was proofed and corrections were made to it. The proof was sent
back to the printers so they could prepare it for printing. Look for the directory to be available in late January or early
February. Thanks again to all those who were able to participate.

Thank you from Senior High
Thank you again for your support of the Fall Rummage Sale and the
Christmas Angels Mission Project. Through all of your donations, we
blessed 20 children associated with VEIL (Vida Eterna Iglesia Luterana),
one of our mission partners, purchase and wrap gifts for their parents.

Thank you!
Thank you for all the prayers, well-wishes and cards that I received after my knee replacement
surgery. They all meant a great deal to me. Good Shepherd is indeed a caring Christian community.
Anne Dorward

From Kathi boland
It is hard to believe that this is the start of a new decade. And it is also the
start of the year in which I will graduate! It is incredible to contemplate because I have been at this for so long, it does not seem possible that it will be
over in 5 months. Good Shepherd has been behind me, encouraging me to
keep going. The fact that you have been walking with me and praying for
me, is a great honor, one that will never be forgotten. I look forward to this
month of January, the start of this new year. Let us look forward to what
God may have planned for us in 2020. Blessings to all at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church!
(Note: you may remember Kathi was a seminary student who did her Leadership in Mission field work at Good Shepherd a
couple of years ago, pictured here stopping Martin Luther from nailing something to GSLC’s glass doors!)
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SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)
As we begin a new decade it is good to be reminded that at Good Shepherd we have a
variety of caring ministries which help members care for and walk with other members
as needed. Over the last seven years this caring ministry has developed into ten unique
and self-sustaining care ministries. Those CFAM (Caring for All Members) ministries are
the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stephen Ministry
Parish Visitors
Minor Home Repair Team
Bereavement Team
Emergency Meals for Members
Transportation Team
Hospital Callers
Prayer Chain
Shepherd’s Pantry
Just In Case Registry

There are 16 different CFAM team leaders and 150 individuals who have volunteered to serve in various capacities in these
ten CFAM ministries. We are grateful to God for the commitment many members have made to serve others as the Good
Shepherd mission statement states. If you would like any information or have questions about these particular ministries
please contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or call her at 891-1700, ext.111. If you know someone who
could benefit from one these ministries, please contact Pastor Pat at the email or phone number listed above.

TAFT ELEMENTARY
Our wonderful Christmas visit took place on Tuesday, December 17th
at 12:00PM with our 2nd grade students and at 1:00PM with our 3rd
grade students. 25 volunteers helped in each classroom as the students made a gift for a loved one to take home, a framed picture of
themselves that they decorated with Christmas stickers. They also
decorated Christmas cookies, with icing and lots of sprinkles, a
Christmas story read by Mary Naylor, and of course, opened the gifts
purchased through Good Shepherd’s Christmas Gift Program. They
were thrilled with their pajamas, stuffed animal, and the individualized toy or game wrapped just for them. We received VERY heartfelt
thanks and hugs.
Our next classroom visit will be on Thursday, January 16, 2020 . Elizabeth
Mather will be presenting a program of yoga and mindfulness activities. She will take only a small number of volunteers to this visit. Our
February visit will be on Valentine's day, watch the next Horn for details
and sign-up central to join us!
Our tutors continue to tutor, and our Pen-Pals
continue to write. There is always weekly activity
at Taft Elementary!
Interested in joining the Taft volunteer group or
learning more about this ministry?
Please
contact
either
Sue
Matz
(sgmatz13@gmail.com or 513-646-6928) or Beth Townsend (beth.townsend@me.com or 513-6070135).
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GOOD SHEPHERD CARES FOR BOND HILL PANTRY
Over the last several years, Good Shepherd knitters, crocheters, and quilters have given of their talents, and time to serve
those who participate at the Bond Hill Pantry. The pantry serves 60-90 families in an under-served area of Cincinnati. It is
located at the Church of the Resurrection on California Avenue. Besides the typical pantry food stuffs, this pantry carries
baby supplies, unlike many other pantries in our area. When our talented and compassionate needle workers learned of
the need for baby car carrier covers, and/or tummy time baby quilts, they responded graciously! Many little ones and their
families cherish the gifts of our members who will never see or meet the recipients but have worked in love. Some items
have even blessed adults who need an extra wrap, or lap throw. Numerous families have been held up in the love of
Christ. Thank you to all who have heard the Holy Spirit call them to this ministry. There is no deadline for this, if you want
to participate, focusing faithfully in 2020.
Blessings to all,
Koben Hinman

GSLC KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS
We like to keep a good supply of PRAYER SHAWLS and POCKET PRAYER SHAWLS on hand at the
church, but our supply is running low. We are asking for your help to knit or crochet some of these
lovely prayer shawls for our members and guests. This is a good way to use your leftover yarn or we
can supply the yarn for you. The pocket shawls are about 3x4 inches, we have instructions, and they
only take about an hour to make.
For information and supplies please call the church (891-1700) and leave a message for Erika Thiele or Jackie Cutshall. We would appreciate your help! Thank you and God bless.

PIECEMAKERS
During December Good Shepherd donated many hand-made articles to local hospitals and
others. GSLC gave 14 lap robes/afghans, 16 prayer shawls and 7 quilts to Jewish Hospital’s
hospice program. Drake Hospital received laminated Christmas placemats, 8 Christmas
trees and 32 afghans. The Center for Respite Care at the St. Anthony Center in Over-the-Rhine received 6 quilts. We also continue to supply baby afghans and small quilts for the baby outreach
of the Bond Hill Pantry. These items were all made by groups at Good Shepherd – 55+ Club Crafters, Piecemakers and those who sew, knit and crochet at home on their own time.

Piecemakers (quilters) meets the 4th Monday of each month at 12:00 noon to tie quilts. 55+ Club
Crafters meets the 3rd Tuesday at 10:00am to make various decorations for 55+ Club luncheons
and both Christmas and other laminated placemats.
You are welcome to join these groups for fellowship and service.

MOPS
Pregnant women and moms of children ages 0-Kindergarten are invited
to leave the chores at home and find fellowship and rest with other
moms at MOPS! We want you to join us by living To The Full.
Join MOPS moms for a Favorite Things Party. It is fun, social meeting
where you will get to know what little things really excite your fellow
moms. Bring yourself and 3 of your favorite things under $5. As always
dinner and childcare will be provided.
Find your people January 14th at 6:30pm and stick with us every second Tuesday of the month
to create really fun friendships with all these wonderful moms.
To reserve FREE childcare, contact Emily Hoops at emilyjhoops@gmail.com. Questions? Email Amber at
gslcmops513@gmail.com or check out our facebook page @GSLCMOPS
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FORM (Families on restful mission)
Hello from FORM, Families on Restful Mission!
FORM is organizing a morning of service at Sweet Cheeks
Diaper Bank on Saturday, January 25th from 9am – 11am.
All ages are welcome to help sort and stock the Diaper
Bank. And maybe we’ll even get a sweet treat together
afterwards too! Space is limited, so please sign-up at SignUp Central or via REALM.

MEN DOING LIFE PRESENTS:
PUB THEOLOGY
What do you call a group of 15 to 20 guy’s sitting in a bar, on the third Monday of the month,
at 7pm, talking about God? Why, Pub Theology, of course! Join our group of “Pub theologians” on January 20th at MVP Sports Bar & Grill (6923 Plainfield Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45236).
Parking available just south of MVP or across the street in public parking lots. Are you a
regular theologian? Then bring a friend!

55+ CLUB WELCOMES YOU - “WHAT’S NEW AT THE ZOO?”
On Tuesday, February 4, 2020, our guest speaker at 55+ Club will be Thane
Maynard of the Cincinnati Zoo. He is internationally known for his dedication to
wildlife preservation, research and education. He has authored more than a dozen books and has hosted “The 90 Second Naturalist” since 1987. Maynard’s
travels to promote biological diversity, natural history and wildlife conservation
have spanned five continents and earned him a membership in the Explorers
Club. What’s more – he has been very generous in his busy schedule to visit with
55+ Club many times. Be sure you are at the February luncheon to hear and visit
with him.
Reservations of $15.00 per person need to be sent by Monday, January 27, 2020 to: John VanOsdol, 7355 Village Dr., Mason, Ohio 45040.

LITERATURE & OUR FAITH
Literature and Our Faith had a delightful Christmas gathering on December 16th at the home of Marge Anderson. We shared a bite of treats and read aloud two Christmas themed stories. Join us on January 20th when we
will meet to discuss “Britt-Marie was Here” by Fredrik Backman. Britt-Marie is another of Backman's quirky characters like Ove, but hidden inside the socially awkward, fussy busybody is a woman who has more imagination, bigger dreams, and a warmer heart that anyone around her realizes.
Our February 17th book is “Into the Beautiful North “ by Luis Alberto Urrea and our March 18th read is “The Dearly
Beloved” by Cara Wall.
We meet at 7:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month, in the church library. Come join us! (Reading the book is never a
requirement for good conversation).
Questions? Contact Karen Mazzei - 513.290-8819. or Mary Grace Friesen - 513-324-3685
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Summer camp - 2020
There are 7 families attending family camp together this summer – is your family already registered? There are two opportunities for families to experience Christ through camp programs in an outdoor setting:
July 19th – 25th at Lutheridge in Arden, N.C.
http://lutheridge.novusway.org/summercamp/
OR
July 26th – August 1st at Camp Luther in Conneaut, O.H.
https://www.lomocamps.org/campluther
Check out program details, cost and how to register at the links provided above and don’t hesitate to inquire about financial assistance by contacting Jen Jarman or any of the GSLC pastors. PLUS, GSLC is gifting each family $200 towards their
initial camp registration. Early Bird pricing ends March 15, 2020, so start your registration process now and send a copy of
your registration confirmation to Jen Jarman to have the $200 campership applied to your camp balance.

Bible Babes - God Saves a people
Bible Babes will be starting a new Kergyma study this winter season entitled
“God Saves a People” and all women are invited, encouraged, and welcome to
join our group. Some of us have years of Bible study experience, and some of
us are new to this journey! We meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month
(resuming on January 16, 2020) at 10:00 a.m. and usually finish about 11:30 a.m.
There is non-required homework that you hopefully will complete most of the
times, but there is no problem if you can't. While we love it if you attend all
the sessions, we know it isn't possible to do that in a lot of cases-- but some is
better than none! Won't you join us!?!?
For more information or answers to questions, contact Jan Zinnecker at acdjpzinnecker@fuse.net.

THE 21ST CENTURY CHURCH:
ADAPTING TO A CHANGING WORLD
Facilitated by Pastor Pete Rudowski
The world radically changed in the 20th century. If the church is to remain relevant, it must adapt to the changes. This class
discusses the world's changes and the church’s attempt to adapt by discerning different emphases on the church’s purpose,
what it teaches, and how it is governed. Join us in an adventure of an active dialogue between the Bible, science, spiritual
experiences, current events, and organizational theory. This class meets on Mondays at 10:00am, resuming on Monday, January 6th.

go deeper with manna
Deeper Conversations: shed some light on the Gospel lesson each week at the Deeper Conversation
Outpost at Manna each Sunday morning in Epiphany. This Outpost meets in the Library at approximately
11:00am each Sunday and your cup of coffee is welcome to attend with you!
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm

•

•

•

•

Kindergarten - 1st Graders
Worship Faith Milestone Workshop on Saturday, February 15th, from 10am – 11am. This special Faith Milestone
workshop is designed for current Kindergarten and 1st Grade students to attend with their parents to learn more
about why we do what and when we do it during a typical Lutheran worship service. A letter with more information will be mailed to each family in early January.
2nd - 5th Graders
Fun-In-Faith Retreat for 2nd – 5th graders: February 21-22, 2020 at Lutheran Memorial Camp (Fulton, OH). Come
and experience a great introduction to camp through fun activities, while learning about your faith. Spend time
outdoors learning about nature and pointing out constellations. Enjoy a s’more over the fire or your first hike
through the woods. Learn about the Bible during worship and walk through prayer stations. Everything is planned
by camp staff, giving adults time to spend with the youth in your congregation. You will never forget cooking a
meal over a fire and playing games with new friends, especially in the Gaga Pitt. To learn more, visit https://
www.lomocamps.org/elementaryretreat. Cost: $60/child (GSLC subsidizes $12 per youth) and adults are FREE!
Complete a paper registration (found at Sign-Up Central) and return to Jen Jarman with payment by Monday, February 3rd.
3rd Graders
Holy Communion Faith Milestone study will start Sunday, January 26th and run for 5-consecutive Sundays through
February 23rd. 3rd grade students will celebrate their Communion Faith Milestone at the Worship Service of your
choice on Sunday, March 1, 2020. A letter with more information was mailed at the beginning of January 2020.
4th Graders
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, January 12th for the Presentation of Bibles to all of our current 4th graders. The presentation will occur during our 9:30am Worship service, with a Workshop for families to attend immediately following at 10:45am. A letter with more information was mailed prior to Christmas.

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
Confirmation Social Event on Friday, January 24th. Check your email for more information.
Confirmation Parent Coffee on Sunday, January 26th at 10:45am in Room 100A. Parents of 7th & 8th grade Confirmation students are invited to share their thoughts/comments/feedback on our Confirmation ministry with Pastor
Pat. Light refreshments will be served, but grab your cup of joe in the lobby before arriving.
Coming next month...
• 2nd Saturday of Service: serve at Matthew 25 Ministries on Saturday, February 8th from 11:00AM – 1:00PM.
• Confirmation Winter Retreat: Saturday, February 29th – ALL DAY.
•
•

Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
• 3 Kings Celebration at VEIL Ministry on Saturday, January 4th from 5:00pm – 9:00pm. GSLC students serve as puppeteers for a festive evening of cross-cultural food, tree-burning and piñata cracking.
• SH students are invited to serve as tutors for the Homework Fellowship ministry at VEIL on Sunday, January 26th
from 2:00pm – 4:00pm.
Coming next month...
• Something More Equipping Event on Saturday, February 8th from 10:00am – 2:00pm at Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church.
• Annual Flock Bowling Extravaganza on Saturday, February 29th from 6:00pm – 10:00pm. The cost is $10 and covers bowling, shoe rental, pizza and pop.

MANNA
Manna: a Sunday morning faith practice hour for all ages where we feed our faith and follow Jesus. During the Epiphany season, Manna Outposts will point towards how Jesus is “revealed” in the world. Join
us on Sundays at 10:40am under the Big Tent in the Fellowship Hall.
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CHRISTMAS AT GSLC
From music, to service projects, to fellowship - Advent and Christmas around GSLC is a time to Share our Grace, Grow our
Faith, and Serve Others!
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