The Shepherd’s Horn
February 2020
Join a small group during lent!
Many of you may remember the healthy eating campaign from a few years ago, “5-A-Day”
that encouraged people to eat 5 servings of Fruits and Vegetables every day for good
health. Well, our theme for our Lent this year is “9-A-Day: Becoming More Like Jesus” and
will focus on the 9 fruits of the Spirit as found in Galatians 5. Those fruits of the Spirit are:
Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Generosity, Faithfulness, Gentleness and SelfControl. Can you imagine if you had a healthy helping of these fruits in your daily diet of
life???? The Fruit of the Spirit offers great guidance and insight into what it means to be a
follower of Jesus, and is what we will be talking about in our small groups this year. We
will be offering small groups at various times each week starting after Ash Wednesday,
which is on February 26th. Watch the Lobby in mid-February for sign-ups.
If you are interested in leading a small group, please let Pastor Heidi know!

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
Lent begins February 26th! On Wednesday, February 26th, Good Shepherd will offer two
opportunities to receive ashes and communion:
•
•

12:15 p.m. – This 30-minute service is ideal for those who work nearby or prefer a daytime
service.
7:15 p.m. – This special ALL-CHURCH Worship will include a sermon. Combined choirs will
provide music, along with piano and organ. A simple soup supper will be offered before
the service.

FOCUS ON FAITHFULNESS UPDATE
We are beyond thrilled with how our 2020 theme has kicked off. As we are in the midst of
this first wave of opportunities to engage your faith more deeply, we are pleased to report that over 50 people have been attending our Wednesday night Good Shepherd Café,
over 40 people have been attending our Contemplative Christian Practices class on Sunday afternoons, and LOTS of people took advantage of our Resource Table. We are hoping YOU are also developing a daily Vine Time practice in your own life! Both the Wednesday and Sunday opportunities continue in February—join us when you can.
What’s next? We’re glad you asked! Join us during Lent for a small group study entitled
“9-A-Day; Becoming More Like Jesus” that will focus on the nine fruits of the spirit found
in Galatians. ALSO: always remember worshipping weekly and praying daily are part of
our ongoing commitment in every season this year!
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Financial update
For those interested in our finances, here are the numbers through December 31, 2019,
four months into our fiscal year. Thanks to all of you for your support, your joyful generosity reveals your Focus On Faithfulness!
YTD Actual

YTD Budget

Difference

$456,074

$420,692

$35,382

Expenses (including outreach) $393,820

$408,366

($14,546)

Unrestricted Revenue

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Percentage given for Outreach YTD = 29%
As of 12/31/2019 Good Shepherd’s Endowment Fund balance was $1,106,430.
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God’s Grace Your Hands Impact Report
By all accounts, the God’s Grace YOUR Hands program this past Fall was a resounding success! Many thanks to all those
who participated by giving so freely to those in need and for the gracious posts we received in response to these powerful
gifts of grace both by givers and receivers.
For those of you who are data-seekers, here are a few factoids to help you see the impact of this program:
•

As of January, 231 checks were deposited and gifted to at least 250 organizations and individuals. This leaves only 20 checks
not yet cashed (meaning 92% of our program resulted in active gifts!)
Giving was distributed into several common themes that are consistent with the focus of our overall GSLC outreach. From
stories and results, it was clear that many giving decision were driven or inspired by children within families. Here are the
key categories:
 Matthew 22:36 “Love thy Neighbor” gifts were gifts of grace for a broad range of needs people identified-poverty,
housing, clothing, hope and new life to name a few. Matthew 25 Ministries was gifted 12 times and Maslow’s Army
was gifted 5 times by GGYH. Most gifts could be broadly classified in this grouping.
 Luke 10:8 “Heal the Sick” gifts supported health services for those in need, addiction recovery and a variety of organizations that help with research and support for specific health conditions like cancer, ALS and depression. 35
gifts were in support of helping those living with illness.
 Matthew 19:14 “Let the little children come to me” gifts provided support for education through classroom gifts,
scholarships and reaching the underserved with educational opportunities. More than 30 gifts were contributed in
this category. Below we included also family outreach as so often family wellbeing has a powerful connection to
children.
 John 21:17 “Feed My Sheep” gifts were directed to address organizations and individuals struggling with hunger or
food insufficiency. While there were a variety of recipients in this category, six gifts were given to the Cincinnati
Freestore Food Pantry. Approximately 25 gifts went toward feeding the hungry.

•

For those of you who think numbers are fine but words say more, consider a few summarizing notes from the over 150
posts to our website (you can still read them all at https://goodshepherd.com/godsgraceyourhands/Stories/View-Stories-ofGods-Grace-and-Your-Hands):
•

•
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While we couldn’t trace them all, many gifts were not only matched by members but some were even QUADRUPLED
through creative means (company matches, additional fundraising etc.). We demonstrated we are a creative congregation
with passion to Share God’s Grace.
You were active in sharing your stories which reflected the many ways this program helped to Grow Our Faith. So many
organizations were very intentional in reaching out and expressing their heartfelt thanks to GSLC not only through posts to
our site but through hand-written notes and letters sent to the Pastors and staff. The testimonies shared are priceless reminders of God’s abundant grace.

Pastor’s Thoughts
New Things
There’s a kind of thrill you get when you get something new. Obviously driving off the lot in a new car or being handed the keys to a
new house are exciting but, if we’re honest, so is a new, clean
notebook or pair of socks. I bought a new board game today and
I’m a little giddy (also a little nerdy, but that’s for another article).
Matthew has been the Edge House campus ministry assistant for
almost three months—still new—and every design decision and bit
of paperwork brings that sense of newness. My children, even, are still very new in my
eyes—everything they do is new to her and to us and is brilliant.

A friend of mine used to say, “We can’t have nice things.” The sense was that we were all
clumsy enough that nice, new things would only get broken or dirty—why bother? There
was some bitterness there, too, as we worked in retail—new regulations or plans made certain that whatever little joy we had in our jobs was squelched. The “nice things” we wanted
were constantly out of our reach. Many of our brothers and sisters across the world understand this concept only too well—so many have to make to with whatever’s around. And
when we read about disasters or rising rates of poverty in the papers, there’s a kind of sinking feeling—a negative thrill, maybe. All those new things—from cars to socks—mean very
little in the face of the world’s troubles. It seems like all we see is fallenness, barrenness,
and the new things we buy are just ways to cope with it.
Isaiah tells us that God says, “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it?” (43:19) I want to say, “No, no I don’t” but then something wonderful like this
call to campus ministry comes up and I feel the touch of the Holy Spirit in our conversations.
No, we don’t often perceive God’s working—and it seems a bit weird to say we’ve seen God
working, like we have ultimate truth or are hearing voices. And yet God is doing new things
all the time, planting seeds in us and between us that will spring forth when we least expect
them. Keep your eyes open—maybe in volunteering with Interfaith Hospitality Network you
will see that new thing, maybe in joining a small group or bible study you will see it, maybe
in a meeting at work you will see God at work. “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it?” We will if we look.
-Pastor Alice

GGYH Impact Report (Continued)
•

Many of you chose to put in sweat equity and often enrolled your children to participate
to Serve Others though action- packing smile bags, volunteering at Matthew 25 Ministries,
participating in the Hunger Walk, taking pet food to animal shelters and walking to Defeat
ALS.

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion

It is impossible to capture here the true impact of these gifts. We do believe everyone
should be proud of the difference Good Shepherd made through this program- not only this
year but for many the long-term effect on others is truly immeasurable. Consider the response from Dan B of Maine:

Stewardship

Hi, Just read an article about how you gave money to your congregation to give to others.
I'm not a religious person but I think this was one of the nicest acts of kindness and true
philanthropy I've ever seen. I am sending you lots of positive thoughts and good will from
Maine. Dan

Learning

Now we are challenged to continue God’s Grace, YOUR Hands with the abundant resources
of time, talents and possessions which come to us from God. The question we can ask ourselves is: How will my hands bless others with God’s grace this year?

Integrity
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CONSIDERING BAPTISM?
Maybe you don’t know if you were baptized, maybe you want to get baptized, or maybe
you are interested in having your child baptized. Pastor Alex would LOVE to talk with you
about that! Learn more about this means of grace, its significance, and find out how you
can get baptized at GSLC.
Upcoming dates when adults and children may be baptized during 8:00, 9:00, 9:30 or
11:00AM worship services: February 9 and March 8.
Upcoming dates for baptism at 5:00PM worship service: February 15 and March 21.
Contact Pr Alex, ahoops@goodshepherd.com or at 513.891.1700, x102 with questions about baptism or to set up a time
to chat.

Up and coming events
Looking forward to Spring? Mulch Sale Forms will be available March 1st for an April 17/18 delivery. *All profits benefit the
2020 Senior High Summer Trip and 2020 Camperships.
Save Your Treasures – the Spring Rummage Sale is coming Saturday, March 14th from 8am – 1pm! Donations will be accepted Thursday, March 12th – Friday, March 13th. Contact Jen Jarman if you have large items for pick-up.
2020 VBS Save the Dates:
• June 22 – 26, 2020 from 9am to Noon
• 5 Wednesday Evenings from June 17 – July 15 from 6pm – 8pm *Optional Family Dinner at 5:30pm
Registration starts April 1, 2020 for GSLC members and opens April 15, 2020 to the general public

Endowment team
In the spirit of hoping to “multiply God’s gifts”, the Endowment team has set down a challenge to the other ELCA churches
that are a part of the Cincinnati Conference of the Southern Ohio Synod. We have set aside a $25,000 grant that will be
used to match funds given to Vida Eterna-Iglesia Luterana (VEIL) by our sister congregations during the season of Lent.
VEIL is Latino congregation that is part of the ELCA and meets in West Chester. VEIL has a vibrant Word and Sacrament
ministry that serves a vulnerable population, not only with Spiritual needs, but their physical needs as well. Good Shepherd
partners with VEIL in many ways, including their summer science program, Christmas Angel Gift program + 3-Kings Celebration (youth), offering supplies for VEIL’s pantry, the tutoring program and by serving on their Board (Roger and Belinda
Perna). VEIL is a mission start congregation and has received support from the ELCA and the Synod. As part of the mission
program, that churchwide support is being tapered back, with the hopes that VEIL will supported by local congregations
like Good Shepherd. Our support of VEIL allows us to follow Jesus’ command to “love our neighbor.”
The Endowment Team is planning to open an application process for additional grants in late 2020 or early 2021. During
that process the congregation will be invited to vote for who the recipients of future grant money will be.

SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)
Good Shepherd has ten distinct Care ministries. One of these ministries is spotlighted in each
issue of the newsletter: Thank you to the Bereavement Team
A big thank you to the Good Shepherd Bereavement Team for hosting meals for the families
and friends of Good Shepherd members following their funeral and memorial services which
take place at the church. The leaders of this team are Jan Zinnecker, Arlene Wojcieszak, and
Mary Kalberg. In addition, members of Good Shepherd are asked to serve at the meals or to
provide cookies for these gatherings. Thanks to all for supporting Good Shepherd grieving families during their time of loss.
Recently the Bereavement Team hosted meals for the families of Josh Fields, June Weinhart
and Eric Ornella after their services at the church. Thanks to all for extending care to the family and friends Josh, June and
Eric through a meal they could share together.
The spirit of the Lord is upon me . . . to comfort those who mourn. – Isaiah 61:1-2
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Worship Flowers Needed
Flowers are needed for the following dates: Ash Wednesday (Feb. 26), and the weekends of March 1st and 8th. Cost is
$25.00 if the church orders flowers from Benkens. Email Debbie Jones djones@goodshepherd.com or call 513-891-1700
x117 if you are able provide flowers.

TAFT ELEMENTARY
On January 15th at noon, and again at 1 pm, our second grade class and
both of the third grade classes participated in a one hour introduction to
Yoga and Mindfulness led by Elizabeth Mather. The students were eager,
respectful and engaged. The teachers took with them a copy of the STOP
mindfulness poster and the knowledge of how to incorporate breath work
into the classroom for increased focus, calming behavior and so much
more. The sessions were also attended by Taft's new principal, Ms. Jason. Such a blessing to have Elizabeth share her skills with our Taft students.
One of the staff sent us the following message regarding the Yoga and Mindfulness programing: “Hello! Hope you are having a great start to your day! I just wanted to thank you again for having the yoga class with 3rd grade. The kids loved it so
much!!! I have had many students ask me to start class with some yoga practices (which I love to incorporate into our math
lessons) Today the kids are MAP testing and I’m looking around the room and have seen many of them using the stop sign
breathing technique.”
Our February visit will take place on Thursday, February 13th, with a Valentines theme. We meet with our second grade
class at noon and the two third grade classes together from 1 till 2 p.m. Please see Sign-Up Central to add your name if you
would like to join us in this wonderful ministry. You can sign-up to carpool to the school as well.
Thanks to the support of our Good Shepherd family, students in all three of our adopted classrooms are ordering and enjoying Scholastic books for the majority of the months this school year.
Our final visit dates for the year will be Thursday, March 19, 2020 - Activities with an emphasis on reading, Friday, April 17,
2020 - Activities with a career focus, and Monday, May 18, 2020 - Year-end Picnic at Ault Park.
Our tutors continue to tutor, and our Pen-Pals continue to write. There is always weekly activity at Taft Elementary!
Interested in joining the Taft volunteer group or learning more about this ministry? Please contact either Sue Matz
(sgmatz13@gmail.comor 513-646-6928) or Beth Townsend (beth.townsend@me.com or 513-607-0135).

Taft Elementary food pantry
Taft food pantry continues to be well staffed by awesome volunteers. Thank you!! The families continue to be so thankful for the items that they receive. They rely on the food pantry.
Items that are still regularly needed:
• Toilet paper (individual or 2 pack or 4 pack)
• Kleenex aka facial tissue
• feminine hygiene products
• toothpaste
• tooth brushes (individual up to 4 pack)
• dental floss
Please place in Taft barrel in entry way. If you have any questions, please see Bill or Kathy Shuman

Food pantry open house
Coming in March!!! Open House for Pantry.
TBA, following First Communion studies, a date will be announced for Pantry Open House. Light refreshments on a Saturday following 5 pm service, and Sunday, following 8,9:30, and 11am services. Stay tuned for details! Blessings to all for
caring for others in need. -Your Pantry Committee
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MOPS
Does everything have it's place or does your family live in organized chaos? Either way, join MOPS February 11th as we invite a professional organizer to come talk on how the toys can be a little less chaotic and were
to put things so our family can find them.
Please RSVP for childcare by February 4th, to emilyjhoops@gmail.com.
Questions? Email Amber at gslcmops513@gmail.com or check out our
facebook page @GSLCMOPS

MEN DOING LIFE PRESENTS:
PUB THEOLOGY
What do you call a group of 15 to 20 guy’s sitting in a bar, on the third Monday of the month,
at 7pm, talking about God? Why, Pub Theology, of course! Join our group of “Pub theologians” on February 17th at MVP Sports Bar & Grill (6923 Plainfield Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45236).
Parking available just south of MVP or across the street in public parking lots. Are you a
regular theologian? Then bring a friend!

FORM (Families on restful mission)
Hello from FORM, Families on Restful Mission!
FORM is hosting a Family Craft Extravaganza on Saturday, February
22nd from 4:00 - 6:30pm at the Chapin Home. Bring your partially used
craft kits or your stash of craft supply leftovers with you to share, but
please – no glitter! This is a kid-friendly, creatively messy event and we
can all chip in for a pizza dinner so no one has to cook. RSVP via
REALM by February 19th and send any questions to Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com
Next Month: GAME NIGHT!

LITERATURE & OUR FAITH
Come join us on February 17th as we discuss “Into the Beautiful North “ by Luis Alberto Urrea, a tale of immigration
and those left behind. "It only takes a few pages of Luis Alberto Urrea's thoroughly enjoyable Into the Beautiful
North to start you wondering whether this book will break or warm your heart...So which is it?...A little of both, of
course, much like the shared history of both [the U.S. and Mexico]."- Bookpage. Our March 16th read is “The Dearly Beloved” by Cara Wall. April 20th is "Garlic and Sapphires: The Secret Life of a Critic in Disguise", and May 18th is
"Born a Crime" by Trevor Noah.
We meet at 7:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month, in the church library. Come join us! (Reading the book is never a
requirement for good conversation).
Questions? Contact Karen Mazzei - 513.290-8819. or Mary Grace Friesen - 513-324-3685

SIMPLE SOUP SUPPER
Please join us for the Simple Soup Supper on Ash Wednesday, February 26 from 5:45 to 7:00 p.m. The menu will include,
homemade soup, salad, bread and drinks. You may sign up for the dinner at Sign Up Central or on Realm.
Also we are looking for cooks who are willing to make a pot of soup to share. If you are able to make a pot of soup, please
indicate so when you sign up or contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com. Finally if you can help with clean up
after the dinner, please contact Pastor Pat at the email listed above.
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55+ CLUB WELCOMES YOU - “FIG LEAFING THROUGH HISTORY”
Come to the March 3 luncheon of 55+ Club to see and hear about “fig leaves” of
American fashions from the museum’s costume collection and styles of attire
from other countries as found in paintings, scuptures and tapestries at the museum. Deb Coyle, docent for the Cincinnati Art Museum, will be our guest presenter. As one of the oldest art museums in the United States, the Cincinnati Art Museum was founded in 1881. It was the first purpose-built art museum west of the
Alleghenies. Its collection of over 60,000 works makes it one of the most comprehensive collections of the Midwest.
Send your reservations of $15/person by Monday, February 24, 2020, to John VanOsdol, 7355 Village Dr., Mason, Ohio
45040.

GOOD SHEPHERD CAFE
Join us for an evening of Connection and Enrichment!
We will be gathering at Good Shepherd for a hot meal and an opportunity for families to connect and be fed. For $4 a plate you can break bread with your family and
get to know some other families connected to GSLC. We will wrap up dinner with
some enrichment time for adults and kids. Kids will be invited to join other children
for some games/crafts/activities and adults will get an opportunity to hear from a
speaker and discuss, in small groups and large groups,
topics like mindful parenting, creating traditions in our
home, and how to create healthy practices that promote connectedness.
Get connect and be fed this winter at Good Shepherd Cafe on Feb 5, and Feb 12 from 5:30
7:30 pm.
RSVP on Realm or contact Pastor Alex.

PEACE CIRCLE
Monday, February 17th, 2020 at 12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall

Join the women of Good Shepherd for Peace Circle on Monday, February 17, 2020 at
12:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. The study for the day will be “Hearing God’s Call” led
by Pastor Pat Badkey and is found in the January 2020 issue of Gather magazine. We
will begin with dessert served by Kathy Schnierle.
We continue to collect individual pkgs. of snack items (juices, fruit cups, crackers, cookies, granola bars, goldfish, etc. but
no peanut butter) as well as powdered drink mix, paper products (cups, napkins, plates, towels, cutlery) and sanitary hand
wipes for Peaselee Neighborhood Center in downtown Cincinnati and pennies for the Current for Curran Hospital in Liberia.

Come enjoy an afternoon of Bible study, refreshments and fellowship with women of Good Shepherd.
Need a ride? Call me!
Jackie Cutshall, 204-2895, Peace Circle Leader
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Summer camp - 2020
There are 7 families attending family camp together this summer – is your family already registered? There are two opportunities for families to experience Christ through camp programs in an outdoor setting:
July 19th – 25th at Lutheridge in Arden, N.C.
http://lutheridge.novusway.org/summercamp/
OR
July 26th – August 1st at Camp Luther in Conneaut, O.H.
https://www.lomocamps.org/campluther
Check out program details, cost and how to register at the links provided above and don’t hesitate to inquire about financial assistance by contacting Jen Jarman or any of the GSLC pastors. PLUS, GSLC is gifting each family $200 towards their
initial camp registration. Early Bird pricing ends March 15, 2020, so start your registration process now and send a copy of
your registration confirmation to Jen Jarman to have the $200 campership applied to your camp balance.

Bible Babes - God Saves a people
Bible Babes will be starting a new Kergyma study this winter season entitled
“God Saves a People” and all women are invited, encouraged, and welcome to
join our group. Some of us have years of Bible study experience, and some of
us are new to this journey! We meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month
at 10:00 a.m. and usually finish about 11:30 a.m. There is non-required homework that you hopefully will complete most of the times, but there is no problem if you can't. While we love it if you attend all the sessions, we know it isn't
possible to do that in a lot of cases-- but some is better than none! Won't you
join us!?!?
For more information or answers to questions, contact Jan Zinnecker at acdjpzinnecker@fuse.net.

THE 21ST CENTURY CHURCH:
ADAPTING TO A CHANGING WORLD
Facilitated by Pastor Pete Rudowski
The world radically changed in the 20th century. If the church is to remain relevant, it must adapt to the changes. This class
discusses the world's changes and the church’s attempt to adapt by discerning different emphases on the church’s purpose,
what it teaches, and how it is governed. Join us in an adventure of an active dialogue between the Bible, science, spiritual
experiences, current events, and organizational theory. This class meets on Mondays at 10:00am.

Contemplative practice
Learn mindfulness and discernment tools at the Contemplative Practice Workshop on Sundays 2/9 and 2/23 at 4 pm at
GSLC in the Fellowship Hall. Childcare available. No cost. Workshop is facilitated by The Hive.
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm

•

•

2-3 Year Olds
2 & 3-Yr Old Prayer Workshop: Saturday, March 21st from 10am – 11am. Parents of 2 & 3-year old children are invited to spend time with their children practicing different ways to pray together at special times throughout the
day. Music, dance, stories and snacks will work together to help our show our littlest disciples how simple and fun
prayer can be. RSVP via REALM by March 18th.
Kindergarten - 1st Graders
Worship Faith Milestone Workshop on Saturday, February 15th, from 10am – 11am. This interactive Faith Milestone
workshop is designed for current Kindergarten and 1st Grade students to attend with their parents to learn more
about why we do what and when we do it during a typical Lutheran worship service. This workshop is most meaningful when at least 4 families participate, so RSVP to Jen Jarman or via REALM by February 12th.

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
• 2nd Saturday of Service: serve at Matthew 25 Ministries on Saturday, February 8th from 11:00AM – 1:00PM. Meet
up and depart from the Matthew 25 facility in Blue Ash.
• Confirmation Winter Retreat: Saturday, February 29th, 8am – 9pm. Theme is “Prayer” and cost is $65. RSVP by
February 10th and don’t forget to complete your Camp Kern waiver. Additional adult chaperones and drivers are
needed.
Coming next month...
• No Confirmation Sunday School on Sunday, March 1st.
• Tough Questions of Faith Dinner & Conversation: Sunday, March 8th from 5:30pm – 8:00pm.
• 2nd Saturday of Service: Spring Rummage Sale, Saturday, March 14th from 8am – 2:30pm (various shifts available)
• Parent & 8th Grade Student Faith Masterpiece Meeting on Sunday, March 15th at 10:45am with Pastor Pat.
Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
$25 Deposit for the High-School “Connect” Retreat due February 16th, 2020. Please contact Jen if your student is
interested in attending this synod-wide event March 27-29, 2020 at Capital University.
• Something More “IN” Equipping Events at Prince of Peace Lutheran in Loveland on Saturday, February 8th from
10am – 2pm. A carpool is available from GSLC. Our theme for the day is “Digging into Discipleship Skills” and each
student receives a FREE T-Shirt and lunch.
• Annual Flock Bowling Extravaganza on Saturday, February 29th from 6:00pm – 10:00pm. The cost is $10 and covers bowling, shoe rental, pizza and pop. RSVP due by Wednesday, February 26, 2020.
Coming next month...
• Spring Rummage Sale: Set-up on Thursday, March 12th from 7-9pm, Friday, March 13th starting at 7pm with an
overnight option, actual sale on Saturday, March 14th from 8am – 2:30pm (includes clean-up time)
• Connect Retreat for all Southern Ohio Synod Youth March 27-29, 2020 at Capital University.
•

ATTENTION TWEENS!
Ready to make some Tacos?! We will be making dinner for NOSH at the
Edge House! We will meet Sunday afternoon (3:30p) on February 9th to
cook up some tacos and serve our community on UC Campus. We will
need choppers, stirrers, and supplies for that day so contact Pastor Alex
ASAP so we can get our meal team together!
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From Kathi boland
The shortest month of the year! I am thankful for all of your prayers that
ascend to God’s heart, and for those who pray for me, encouraging me to
hang on, hold on, reminding me that God is in control, and all the love that
you have for me. I am so thankful! The Bishops of the ELCA across America
are meeting to discuss where interns will be placed, and I am asking God to
hear your prayers and mine, that God will have God’s way in my life. That
wherever I find myself will be in the center of the plan, heart and desire of
our good and gracious God. You cannot go wrong when you know you are
in the center of the will of God. And in return, I pray this same prayer for
each of you – that you find yourself, each day, in the center of God’s will for your life. What a contented state that is! May it
be yours today! Amen.

(Note: you may remember Kathi was a seminary student who did her Leadership in Mission field work at Good Shepherd a
couple of years ago, pictured here stopping Martin Luther from nailing something to GSLC’s glass doors!)

Thank you Monday morning work crew!
Our “Monday Guys” have done it again!
They have helped to facilitate a much needed project in our church home. This most recent project was to help move the main office furniture and Jen Jarman’s office so new carpeting could be
installed. They even painted the office, so it truly looks fabulous. Part of our calling as disciples of Jesus is to offer hospitality. Having our office look fresh and welcoming helps us to do that.
Thanks, Guys! What would we do without you????

FROM THE GSLC LIBRARY
As soon as Christmas disappears from merchants’ shelves, Valentine’s Day takes its place. So, how did that day associated
with romance end up on our calendar? Well, the exact origin and identity of St. Valentine are, in fact and at best, unclear. According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, “At least three different Saints Valentine, all of them martyrs, are mentioned in the early martyrologies under the date of 14 February.” (Two of the Valentines, however, were almost certainly
the same man.) Although 14 February is said to be the date of St. Valentine’s martyrdom, it may also have some connection with the pagan festival of love, Lupercalia. There is no firm evidence that Valentine was a patron of lovers, but during
the Middle Ages, it was believed that birds paired in mid-February; hence, his very tenuous connection with romance! Of
the two probable Valentines, more seems to be known about the one who was a priest executed ca. AD 270 for ministering to persecuted Christians in Rome under the Emperor Claudius II. In any case, St. Valentine is venerated as a martyr in
the Roman Catholic Church, the Anglican Communion, the Eastern Orthodox Church, and, yes (!), commemorated in Lutheranism (see the Lutheran Calendar of Saints). So… in this month traditionally associated with the subject of love, here
are some GSLC Library items that feature love’s various aspects:
St. Valentine, by Ann Tompert, is a book for juveniles that can also be enjoyed by adults. With lovely illustrations by Kestutis Kasparavicius, it considers who Valentine was and what the words “Be my Valentine” mean. The legends about the
saint persist, but legends often contain elements of actual truth.
The Story of St. Valentine: More Than Cards and Candied Hearts, from Voices of the Martyrs, is another beautifully illustrated children’s book that can also be enjoyed by adults. It gives the Christian perspective on Valentine’s Day --- the story,
told simply, of a brave and loving man who chose to be faithful to his God.
The Song of Ruth: A Love Story from the Old Testament, by Frank G. Slaughter, is a highly fictionalized version, from 1954,
of the story told in the biblical Book of Ruth. Some scholars believe the Book of Ruth itself to be a work of fiction whose
purpose may have been to place a foreigner in King David’s ancestry.
The Maytrees, by Annie Dillard, “presents willed bonds of loyalty, friendship, and abiding love.” –Book jacket.
The Colonel’s Lady, by Laura Frantz, “portrays the wild beauty of frontier life, along with its dangers and hardships, in vivid
detail…, a powerful story of love, faith, and forgiveness set in the tumultuous world of the frontier in 1779.” –Book cover.
Beloved, by Toni Morrison, winner of the Pulitzer Prize for fiction and 1993 Nobel Prize winner in literature, is a now-classic
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novel set in rural Ohio several years after the Civil War. “A masterpiece… magnificent… astounding…overpowering!” -Newsweek
The Inner Voice of Love, by Henri Nouwen (d.1996), a Catholic priest and “one of the world’s great spiritual writers” (Christianity Today) “was written during the most difficult period of [Nouwen’s] life, when he suddenly lost his selfesteem, his energy to live and work, his sense of being loved, and even his hope in God.
The Enneagram in Love & Work: Understanding Your Intimate & Business Relationships, by Helen Palmer, “explores the
wisdom of the Enneagram system and applies it to…our relationships to our family and lovers, clients and bosses, coworkers, and friends… [For those unfamiliar with the system], it types nine personalities (Perfectionist, Giver, Performer,
Romantic, Observer, Trooper, Epicure, Boss, and Mediator) by defining them and showing how they relate to one another.

The Five Languages of Love, by Gary Chapman, helps to answer the question: Are you and your spouse speaking the same
language? People express and receive love in different ways. Dr. Chapman identifies these as the five languages of
love: Quality Time, Words of Affirmation, Gifts, Acts of Service, Physical Touch. If you express love in a way your spouse
doesn’t understand, he or she won’t realize you’ve expressed your love at all.
Loving Yourself More: 100 Meditations for Women, by Virginia Froehle, is a small book whose content is deep and powerful. The author “invites women to dwell on the most basic of all Christian truths: God’s love for us and God’s call for us to
love ourselves.
Hiding from Love: How to Change the Withdrawal Patterns That Isolate and imprison You, by Dr. John Townsend, helps
you to discover why you hide the broken parts of your soul from the one who can heal them; learn the difference between
“good” hiding and “bad” hiding; find out how to move from the fear of letting God and others know your hidden
“unlovable” parts to the freedom and safety of real grace and truth; rediscover the joy and wholeness that God intends
for you through deep bonding and connectedness with God and others.” --Book cover.
DVD 102 Life Is Beautiful “was nominated for 7 Academy Awards, winning 3 Oscars… In this extraordinary tale, Guido has
won the heart of the woman he loves and has created a beautiful life for his young family. But then, that life is threatened
by World War II… and Guido must rely on [his colorful imagination and irresistible sense of humor] to save his [family] from
an unthinkable fate… [This film] will lift your spirits and capture your heart!” --Container
DVD 114 The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel, starring Judy Dench and Maggie Smith is a “buoyant comedy laced with genuine
emotion… When seven cash-strapped seniors decide to ‘outsource’ their retirement to a resort in far-off India, friendship
and romance blossom… [It] reminds us that it’s never too late to find love and a fresh beginning at any age.” --Container.
DVD 164 A Charlie Brown Valentine is a trio of animated Peanuts specials: A Charlie Brown Valentine; There’s No Time for
Love; Someday You’ll Find Her, Charlie Brown.
DVD 163 Be My Valentine, Charlie Brown is packaged with two additional eps: It’s Your First Kiss, Charlie Brown; You’re in
Love, Charlie Brown; and a bonus featurette, Unlucky in Love
DVD 165 The First Valentine is a fresh, inspiring story of the origin of Valentine’s Day. Through a very special book, a young
girl meets the 3rd-century martyr, Valentine, and his Christian friends who show her a new meaning for love on St. Valentine’s Day.
DVD 166 The Shell Seekers, starring Angela Lansbury. Given an opportunity to trade her most cherished possession for
comfort and security, Penelope must take a good look at her future. With three grown children and a lifetime of memories, she realizes that something is missing; so, she embarks on an incredible journey --- 50 years into her past --- to discover
the secret to happiness for her friends, her family, and herself.
CD 148 Sinatra Sings of Love includes a bonus DVD with previously unreleased performance clips. The CD itself includes
22 timeless songs of love by a host of legendary songwriters, with a previously unreleased rendition of Rodgers and Hart’s
My Funny Valentine
CD 149 Broadway: The Music of Richard Rodgers (Julie Andrews) has 13 selections in all, including I Wish I Were in Love
Again and My Funny Valentine (Babes in Arms); This Can’t Be Love (The Boys from Syracuse); Bewitched (Pal Joey); If I
Loved You (Carousel).
Find these and other “goodies” on the book truck in the GSLC Library and then browse the shelves for even more! There are
loads of great materials for children, as well!
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