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Thanks to everyone who has already participated in the
Joyful Generosity campaign by turning in an Estimate of
Giving card. Your faithful response reveals your confidence that God continues to lead our mission to Share
God’s Grace, Grow Our Faith and Serve Others even in
these unprecedented times. Indeed, God has stirred up
many opportunities for us to increase support to our ministry partners over these past weeks, beyond our annual
budgeted gifts. We have also been able maintain payroll
for our staff during this time when our building is closed.
It is your faithful support that has allowed our ministry to
continue in innovative and generous ways, and your promised support that is allowing us
to dream for the future.
To date we have received 142 estimate of giving cards totaling $692,035 for Joyful Generosity, this compares with totals for last year of 215, cards totaling $911,487. It is not
uncommon for us to continue to gather cards throughout the summer, and suspect this
year will be the same. If you have lost track of your letter with the EOG card, a reminder
letter will be sent out by mid-June.
We trust that God is leading us in these days, and we invite you to join the work we are
doing through your prayer, time and talent and financial support. If you have any questions about the Joyful Generosity campaign or about our ministry during the time of
COVID-19 please let me know. You can call me at 891-1700 or email me at
hjohns@goodshepherd.com.
This summer we are excited to offer Walk, Talk, Pray in
two locations.
One in the Blue Ash area, at Summit
Park, led by Pastor Pat and the second in Anderson area, co-led by Tracey Long, Danelle Buelsing and Kristin
Kalsem. Walk-Talk-Pray is open to all ages and abilities
with a focus on faith, fun and fitness among Good
Shepherd women and their friends in the community. Each walk includes the gathering for a short devotion and prayer, all the while keeping a safe social distance, and then walking and talking
for about an hour.
Pastor Pat will begin leading a group each Wednesday from July 1 to August 5 at 8:00
a.m. We will meet at Summit Park in Blue Ash, 4335 Glendale-Milford Road. We meet in
the main parking lot off of Glendale-Milford that
looks onto the main green at the park. Invite
your friends and walk or run together. For more
information, please contact Pastor Pat
at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or call her at
513-891-1700, ext.111. Pastor Pat hopes you will
join her on Wednesday, July 1 at 8:00 a.m.
Please look for more information to follow
about the Anderson location for Walk Talk Pray.
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Pastor’s Thoughts
Here’s a little different spin on Pastor’s Thoughts: a Q&A with Pastor Heidi on when the building
might re-open and what other questions you may have:
When???? Please know your Church Council has been meeting regularly since March to pray, discern and gather information on how to effectively continue to grow in delivering our mission in
these times, as well as to make a strategic plan for timing and best practices needed to reopen for
worship and other activities. A special task force has been chosen from among the Council including
Hans Schwarz, Karen Eller, Tracey Long, Karen Mazzei, Jim Messner and Pastor Heidi to lead this process. A special thanks to these folks who are earnestly and faithfully taking into account what is best
for Good Shepherd and all of our members and ministries.
A specific date to reopen has not be set, but we are working on the process we will follow when the time comes. We are
consulting information from the CDC, the state of Ohio, the Southern Ohio Synod, the ELCA and members of our congregation who have expertise in pertinent areas that we need to consider. We are also aware that recommendations are changing
as new information is available.
Once our plan and timing is in place we will be sending you information regarding what to expect when we do gather for
worship. We are all familiar with new behaviors that we engage in, for the sake of safety and love for our neighbor, when
out in the community since COVID--19 (6 foot distancing, masks, etc). Many of those same behaviors will also be expected as
we reopen our building for worship and activities. We also anticipate reopening to be a gradual process, initially with less
services per weekend, which will help us prepare for a more regular weekend schedule later on.
Will On-line Worship Continue? We will continue to enhance our online presence to continue even after we begin in-person
worship, as this has enabled us to expand our ministry beyond our physical presence. Also, the format may change to “live
stream” of an actual service in the future. We understand that many who are at high risk will not feel comfortable returning
to in-person worship for a long time. We want to provide you with a meaningful way to connect with our worship life! If
you continue to isolate even after we re-open I hope you will let us know how we can best help you stay connected to the
congregation and spiritually nourished.
What is happening with VBS? This year VBS will be held on-line and promises to be engaging and meaningful for families.
See the article in this edition of the Horn for more information! We are truly excited about the talented people who are
stepping forward to help us create a VBS experience like no other! (See Page 4 for more details)
How are we doing financially? Because of your generosity we are in a strong financial position to continue our ministry. You
have been faithfully sharing your gifts through the mail and online, which is extremely encouraging and reflects the love you
have for our church and the ministry we are enabling. Thank you.!
In late April GSLC members Julia Kyser (our Treasurer) and Linda Hardin helped us apply for and receive a Payment Protection
Program forgivable loan that will be used to help cover payroll costs during the time of shut-down. This program is meant to
help small businesses, non-profits and churches maintain their staff. Our Nursery School made the generous decision to pay
the teachers through the end of the school year, even though classes could not meet. Part of the PPP forgivable loan will be
used for the nursery school. We are grateful that we were able to continue to employ all of our church staff at previous levels. This was essential as we continued to support ministry to our congregation and to our external partners in this unprecedented time of need.
What can you do to help? Please continue to engage with our ministry! Worship online. Grow your Vine Time through
prayer and our emailed daily devotion. Continue to share your financial gifts. Send in your Joyful Generosity estimate of giving card. Pray for our ministry. Stay in touch with friends and acquaintances from GSLC. Write notes of encouragement.
Check in on neighbors. Let us know if YOU, or people you know, are struggling financially or emotionally, so one of the Pastors can reach out. Watch for opportunities to participate in supporting our outreach partners. Wear your mask and wash
your hands!
We look forward to seeing you in the pew!
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Church office hours
Starting on June 1, and until further notice the GSLC church office will be “open” from 8:301:30 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. The doors may still be locked, but ring the
doorbell at the main entrance (left side as you look at the doors) and someone will let you in.
We will also be open some Wednesdays. It is always best to call before you come, 891-1700.
You can always leave a voicemail for one of the Pastors at any time and they will be notified
of your voicemail and can listen to it remotely, and get back with you.

Connect and pray
On Wednesday, June 10, from 7-8 p.m., Pastor Pat invites you to join her on a 4 week
prayer journey titled , Connect and Pray.
This prayer journey will take place via Zoom
on your computer each Wednesday beginning June 10 – July 1. Each session will begin
with checking in with one another, sharing
our joys and challenges as we navigate living
in a time of a pandemic. Following our check in we will pray using the Lectio Divina. In Lectio Divina there is time for quiet meditation on a chosen story from Scripture. During our
four weeks together, we will meditate on stories from the book of Acts. The practice of
Lectio Divina seeks to form those who pray into the image of Christ, by helping them focus
on being in God’s presence and listening to God’s Word. You are invited to join this prayer
journey for one or all the weeks.
If you would like to join this prayer journey, please contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com so she can send you a Zoom link to join the group. You can also
contact her via the above email or call her at 891-1700, ext.111 if you have any questions
about this prayer journey.
During a time when we are limited by the total number of people
who are allowed to gather at one time and in one place, it is hard to
imagine how we can help support our brothers and sisters in Haiti.
Now, there is an opportunity to join others across the country as
Haitian Timoun Foundation (HTF) raises critically needed support for
children in crisis through the inaugural HTF Timoun Trout. This virtual race will be held the weekend of June 26-28, 2020 and 100% of your registration fee will
serve as a donation to create life-giving impact for Haiti’s poor.
You choose the distance to run. You choose where to run. HTF will continue to care for and
invest in the most vulnerable children in Haiti. With Covid-19 spreading throughout our world,
this is a direct way for our community to come alongside our Haitian family to support them
during these difficult times.
To learn more about the race and to register, please visit https://www.htflive.org/race. There
are options to register as an individual as well as via household to walk/run in solidarity with
hundreds of others across the country for Haiti.

Thank you!
Dear Members of Good Shepherd,
My family and I would like to thank you for your faithful care and concern for Alan and our
whole family during his final months. Your support was greatly appreciated. Thank you,
now, for the cards and messages of condolence after his death. Thank you, too, to the staff
for their visits, calls, prayers and support throughout. We were never alone.

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning

Fondly,
Bette Griffith and Family
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GRACEWORKS AND COVID-19
Graceworks Enhanced Living, part of Graceworks Lutheran Services, provides residential living and 24/7 care, unconditional
love, security and community to people with intellectual and developmental challenges. There are currently 44 homes and
2 day habilitation programs for these residents and are located in Butler, Greene, Hamilton and Montgomery counties in
Ohio. Sixteen of the homes right here in our area - Cincinnati, Forest Park, Mt. Healthy, Oakley, Roselawn, Springdale/
Wyoming and Sycamore Township.
With the onset of the Coronavirus pandemic, the Graceworks Enhanced Living day habilitation programs are closed, and
residents are currently restricted to their respective homes. As the State of Ohio begins to open, the residents are as eager
as others to get out into the community; however, this will be balanced with their vulnerabilities and the desire to keep
them safe. As you can imagine, the staff at each home is working hard to keep the residents engaged in a variety of activities so they are not watching television most of the day. This may sound familiar to those families with children at home
during the pandemic?!?
Given all of this, Good Shepherd is working with Graceworks Enhanced Living staff to create a list of items for crafts and
similar activities to engage the residents. So, be on the lookout for a link to an Amazon list from which you will have the
opportunity to purchase items that will be used by the residents to engage and occupy their time in meaningful ways in the
weeks and months to come. You may choose and purchase the items you’d like and Amazon and current Graceworks
board members will take care of the rest! Questions? Please contact Beth Townsend (beth.townsend@me.com or 513-607
-0135).
Want to know more about Graceworks Enhanced Living and/or Graceworks Lutheran Services? Reach out to fellow congregants Mary Adams, Beth Townsend, Gene Long (current board members), Steve Hoffsis, Jeff Teeters, Joyce RutherfordDonner (former board members) and/or Jim Anderson (current Graceworks Nominating Committee member). We would
love to share more with you about all that is Graceworks!

SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)
As you might imagine, many of the normal CFAM ministries like Parish Visitors or Stephen Ministry are not able to take place like they normally would because of COVID-19. For now, the Stephen Ministers and the Parish Visitors are keeping up with those they serve through phone calls
and other means.
Some CFAM ministry cannot take place at all because of the call to keep safe social distance
from each other during the pandemic such as the Transportation Team and the Minor Home Repair team. But in the midst of the crisis we have been able to provide meals by sending gift certificates to restaurants to families who needed help with meals for various reasons.
Also if there is need to use the GSLC Shepherd’s Pantry during this time, please contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or 891-1700, ext. 111 to set up a time to shop the pantry. The caring for all members of GSLC continues even as we live through these unprecedented times
Our June 2020 VBS Mission to Mars launch has been delayed due to technical difficulties. While mission control works to secure a safe launch scheduled for June 2021, our team of dedicated faith formation scientists are shaking things up this summer with an all-new virtual, hands-on, athome VBS experience for households to engage in.

Each day during “Shake It Up Café”, households can gather together in their kitchen to learn about a
different secret ingredient to add to the recipe God has for our lives. Tune in starting at 10:00am Monday – Friday from June 22 – 26, 2020 for a daily puppet show, creative bible story and music. Then, use your “Shake It Up Café”
Take Home Box to make a tasty treat, keepsake craft, experiment with some foodology science and even play a game or two.
Register for your FREE “Shake It Up Café” Take Home Box and then mark your calendar to pick up your Take Home Box on either Thursday, June 18th from 6:30pm – 8:00pm OR Sunday, June 21st from 11:00am – 1:00pm at our Drive-Thru location: Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, 7701 Kenwood Avenue.
Let’s Get Cookin’!
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
Incoming 7th Graders: Please start completing electronic Worship Notes. Look for the Worship Note link at the
bottom of the GSLC Worship Resource page or use this direct link: https://goodshepherd.com/Worship/WorshipResources
End of Year Confirmation Tests for completed 7th and 8th graders are due by Sunday, June 7th.
Confirmation Folder Review for completed 7th and 8th graders: Please send (snail mail or electronic) all completed Parent Connect Questions, Student Sheets, Worship Notes and documented Service Hours to Jen Jarman by
Sunday, June 28th. Final Progress Reports will be available by Sunday, July 5th.
8th Graders: Please schedule your Confirmation Exit Interview directly with Pastor Pat
(pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or 315-1898) no later than July 31st.
Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
Flock weekly Connection Point: Sunday Evenings during the month of June at 7:10pm via SLACK. This will be a time
to Check In with each other, engage in a game/scavenger hunt/challenge, hear a short devotion, and a chance to
pray together. Please contact Jen Jarman if your student would like an invite to the Slack group.
CONNECT Retreat – Online Edition: Sunday Evening, June 14 – Tuesday Breakfast, June 16, 2020. Overarching
Theme: “Adopted” – Ephesians 1:5 - “He destined us for adoption as His children through Jesus Christ, according
to the good pleasure of His will” (NRSV).
Engage in this 5-part retreat by viewing video messages from various Campus Ministries online, listening to some
great music, participating in online small group activities and discussions either in person or by video conference
and having fun together. While Lutheran Outdoor Ministries in Ohio, Edge House (U of C), Embrace (Capital University), Jacob’s Porch (OSU), The Bridge (Ohio University), and Wittenberg University hoped that we could be
with you all in person for the annual Connect Retreat, they found a to find creative ways to join us virtually in
growing closer to God. Request the Retreat link by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com.

Serve at the Rose parade
Unique Outreach and Service Opportunity with Petal Pushers at the Rose Parade.
Pat Stratman and Pastor Pat are wondering, are you or anyone in your family might be interested in participating in a
unique outreach and service opportunity associated with the Rose Parade in Pasadena, California? If so you might like to
explore this opportunity to serve at the Rose Parade December 28, 2020 thru January 2, 2021.
Enjoy 3- days of float preparation and decorating including the only Christian float in the parade and learn how the many
beautiful and meaningful floats are designed, constructed and decorated. This year Lutheran Hour Ministries is celebrating its 71st anniversary of witnessing the gospel message at the Rose Parade. And on January 1st share an unforgettable
day as we cheer from our grandstand seats along Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena as we watch the Lutheran Hour Ministries float in the Rose Parade. This year’s float entitled, “Jesus Teaches”.
For more information about this exciting opportunity, please contact Pat Stratman at (patstratman@cinci.rr.com) who
has worked with Petal Pushers before (or read more about the experience in the May 2020 Horn). Pat had a wonderful
experience and thought others from GSLC might enjoy serving in this way too. She met people and their family members
from all over the U.S. As of right now, the plans for the parade are moving forward. We thought this would be a unique
journey to take with other members, and a chance to share our faith as we strengthen our connections to one another.
Once again, please contact Pat Stratman if you have specific questions or contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com
who would be traveling with this trip too.
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
7701 Kenwood Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45236
PH 513.891.1700 / FX: 513.891.1707
www.goodshepherd.com / office@goodshepherd.com
Heidi Johns, Senior Pastor
Director Administration & Outreach
513.891.1700, x112; hjohns@goodshepherd.com
Patricia Badkey, Associate Pastor
Director of Congregational Life
513.891.1700, x111; pbadkey@goodshepherd.com
Alice Connor, Pastor
Director of Campus and Young Adult Ministries
513.307.2930; aconnor@goodshepherd.com

Connie Golden, Worship Director, 5:00 Service
513.891.1700; cdgolden47@gmail.com
Ken Holdt, Worship Director, 9:30 Service
513.891.1700, x133; kholdt@goodshepherd.com
Chris Jarman, Childcare Coordinator
513.891.1700; cjarman@goodshepherd.com
Carlene Murray, Church Secretary
513.891.1700, x115; cmurray@goodshepherd.com

Alex Hoops, Associate Pastor
Director of Discipleship
513.307.2930, x102; ahoops@goodshepherd.com

Scott Puthoff, Media Specialist
513.891.1700, x105; media@goodshepherd.com

Debbie Jones, Deacon
Director of Worship & Music
513.891.1700, x117; djones@goodshepherd.com

Josh Yancey, Custodian
513.891.1700; custodian@goodshepherd.com

Jen Jarman,
Director of Faith Formation
513.891.1700, x120; jjarman@goodshepherd.com
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