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What Will Fall Look Like?
That’s the million dollar question on many fronts. Seems like we
are waiting for plans to be finalized for schools, sports and other
events in our community. The fact is, we just don’t know
enough about Coronavirus to know how the next several weeks
will unfold and what the best actions will be for us to take to care
for ourselves and each other. That being said, here is a snap shot
of what we know so far for our life together at GSLC….
•

Our on-line worship services will continue, even after we begin worshiping again inperson. In fact, we are in the process of purchasing cameras and other equipment
that will give us more flexibility in how we record our worship or do a live-stream of
worship or even weddings or funerals. Bette Griffith gave us her blessing to use memorial money donated in memory of Al, who died on April 11, to cover most of the
cost. We have not yet set a date to begin worship in the sanctuary, but the COVID
Task Force is meeting regularly to talk through how and when it might be safe to do
so.

•

Confirmation, High School Ministry, Family Worship and MANNA
will all be happening this Fall. We are poised to quickly pivot to
whatever format (online or in-person) makes sense for our families.

•

Our outreach into the community will be as strong as ever. We
are working closely with Taft Elementary to partner in a plan that will allow us to
make a safe but important impact (see article on page 5). We will also continue our
support of other partners and will be leaning on you to bring financial and other
types of donations. We will also let you know of volunteer opportunities as they present themselves.

•

Our adult education offerings did some dabbling in classes over Zoom this summer
with success, and plan to offer more classes in the fall. We are also hoping to offer
some in-person small group gatherings when that becomes safer.

•

Good Shepherd Nursery School’s Board has been working extremely hard over the
summer. They have hired a new director, office assistant and some additional teachers, and are making the necessary changes needed to meet new guidelines and policies to begin school on schedule this Fall (meet the new direction on page 3).
•

Ministry at the Edge House will continue, utilizing outdoor spaces, online gatherings and will meet indoors when
it is safe to do so. As you can imagine they are using creative ways to meet students and stay connected.
As we round the bend to the end of summer, we are dreaming, planning and watching to
see how we can best “Share God’s Grace, Grow Our Faith and Serve Others.” We know
that God is calling us into the future, and we are excited to see what opportunities will
open up for us to share God’s love with each other and the world. Please join us in praying about all of these things!
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Pastor Jess Retires
Former Good Shepherd pastor, Pastor Jess Abbott will retire on July 31, 2020 after 30 years of
service as a U.S. Army Chaplain. Unfortunately, there will not be a formal ceremony and celebration of his retirement at MacDill AFB in Florida due to the coronavirus pandemic. Pastor
Jess will retire as a Colonel. For the past 5 years he has served as the Deputy Command Chaplain, United States Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Florida. At his retirement, he
will receive the Defense Superior Service Award. His other awards include Bronze Star Medal,
Meritorious Service Medal (one oak leaf cluster), Army Commendation Medal (two oak leaf
clusters), Iraq Campaign Medal (with Bronze star device), Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Korea Defense Service Medal, and the Joint Meritorious Unit Award.
Pastor Jess had an outstanding career and was deployed twice while serving as a pastor at
Good Shepherd. His first deployment was as U.S. Army Central Command Installation Chaplain at Camp as Sayliyah, Qatar and lasted from November 2003 – November 2004. The second time as 310th Expeditionary Sustainment Command Chaplain, from February – December
2011 at Joint Base Balad, Iraq.
We give thanks to God for Pastor Jess’ service to our country and know he felt called to support and serve the men and women who served in the military. Upon retirement, Pastor Jess will return to his and Cindy’s
home in Loveland, Ohio to discover where God is calling him to serve next as a pastor!

Kathi Boland becomes ordained
(Note: you may remember Kathi was a seminary student who did her Leadership in Mission field work at Good Shepherd a couple of years ago, pictured
here stopping Martin Luther from nailing something to GSLC’s glass doors!)
Greetings, beloved church!
The month of August is upon us! I keep trying to remember that I was looking forward to hot and humid and sweltering weather when it was winter.
That helps me be thankful for this season. I’m thinking of how long it used
to take to get ready to go outside all those long winter months – all the
layers. It makes me appreciate what I have now. This is the month that I have long awaited – the month of ordination. It
seems surreal that it is going to happen. But I pray that it will occur, as planned, with no more astonishing events, like the
pandemic, which has forced me to ask church members I love to choose to do the kindest thing they can for me: not attend this joyous occasion, so that all of my family members can be there. But I DO ask for your prayers for me on August 9
– and all the days that will follow as well.
Blessings to you for being with me through this journey of faith,
Kathi Boland

Do you give online?
If you increased your Estimate of Giving for 2020/2021, first of all, Thank you. Secondly, if you give online through your
bank, Realm, or if we initiate a draw on your account, please remember to increase the monthly/weekly amount that you
give to match your new Estimate of Giving. If you want to start giving online, great! You can do so through Realm by going
to your profile and clicking on Giving. You can find options there for how to give online through your bank, or you can set
up an auto “bill-pay” option through most banks for your donation to be sent automatically each week or month.
If you would like more information about how to give online, please let Pastor Heidi or Dean Rankey know.

Nursery school News
As an active outreach of our congregation Good Shepherd Nursery School is happy to announce we have hired Michele
Lamberson as our director and Lorie Ziesler as office assistant. We are thankful to have them to guide us through reopening in September. The Marvelous Monday Morning Work Group is modifying classrooms to meet the new state guidelines, and we are most appreciative of their help.
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We are still in the midst of our Joyful Generosity Stewardship campaign
for our 2020/2021 fiscal year, which begins on September 1. To date (as
of July 15) we have received 175 Estimate of Giving Cards for a total of
$813,975. Of those, 69 households have increased their estimates of giving for a total of $49,338. Twelve new households, who did not pledge
last year, responded to the campaign with a total pledged amount of
$32,720. These numbers are very encouraging!
We do still have a ways to go before we reach last year’s total pledged amount of about
$900,000, but with everyone’s help we are hopeful we can get there. If you have not yet
filled out an Estimate of Giving card please contact the church office and we can take down
your information or send you a new Joyful Generosity form. Or you can fill one out online using the link below.

These are challenging days, your generous response will help ensure we are able to continue
our commitment to our ministry partners and that our ministry has the resources to continue
to pivot to meet your Spiritual needs during these challenging times. Here is the link to fill out
the Estimate of Giving Form online. Please call the church office at 891-1700 if you would like
a hard copy.

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

https://goodshepherd.com/Estimate-of-Giving

August parking lot worship & Events
During the month of August we will be holding several parking lot events that will gather us
(safely) as a community and invite us into prayer as we prepare for Fall. In this Horn you will
find descriptions for several “special” blessing services during August including a Godspeed
service for our recently graduated High School Seniors and their families, a blessing of students and backpacks and their families and a blessing of those who work in education. We
will also be inviting the whole congregation to join in these events “live” online. We don’t
want anyone to miss out on these important times of prayer so if you can’t be there you can
tune in.
In addition to these “blessing events” for those groups, we will also be hosting some parking
lot services for the whole congregation. These worship services will be held on Sundays,
some in the morning and some in the evening (see page 6 for details on blessing events).

Please note that for all events in our parking lot you must register to attend. This is necessary
in order for us to plan the event to be socially distanced. A link will be sent via email for you
to register through Realm, or you can call the church office to register.
We are putting forth our best plans for these events, but also hope you understand that
weather and the COVID situation could force cancelation or other changes. We will announce
and publish dates for worship services during the month, so watch your email.
Pastor Pat will begin leading the last Walk-Talk-pray on August 5 at 8:00 a.m. She will meet participants at Summit
Park in Blue Ash, 4335 Glendale-Milford Road. Participants
assemble in the main parking lot off of Glendale-Milford that
looks onto the main green at the park.
Invite your friends and walk or run together. You can let her
know you would like to walk by contacting her at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or call her at 513-891-1700, ext.111. The walk begins with a short devotion and prayer, all the while keeping a safe social distance, and then walking and talking
for about an hour. Please bring your mask and water.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning
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As we end the fiscal year
Good Shepherd’s fiscal year ends on August 31st and because of your faithful giving, even in the time of a pandemic, we are
anticipating ending the year in strong financial shape. Even though we haven’t been able to meet for worship in our building, you have remained engaged with our ministry through online worship and devotions, supporting outreach efforts,
praying for and staying connected to one another and generously sending in your donations. All of this reveals your trust
that God abundantly provides all we need and your deeply committed love for our church. Words cannot express how encouraging your response has been.
As of now, we are in a strong position with donations exceeding our expenses (through June). We have been able to support all of our outreach ministry partners at the level we promised at the beginning of the year, and we have provided extra gifts to several of our partners, which they have been beyond grateful for. Your generosity has provided the opportunity for us to offer that extra help at a time when it is desperately needed. Thank you!

As we round the corner to our final few weeks in this fiscal year, we hope to continue the trend and end the year in a
strong position. Please take a look at your giving for the year to see if you are up to date on your pledge. If you are lagging
behind and able to catch up, that is greatly appreciated. If you are fortunate enough to be in a position to make an extra
gift we would be very grateful for that as well. You can send your offering in through the USPS, or give online following
this link:
https://goodshepherd.com/Donate

Church office hours
Starting on June 1, and until further notice the GSLC church office will be “open” from 8:30-1:30 on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday. The doors may still be locked, but ring the doorbell at the main entrance (left side as you look at the
doors) and someone will let you in. We will also be open some Wednesdays. It is always best to call before you come, 8911700. You can always leave a voicemail for one of the Pastors at any time and they will be notified of your voicemail and
can listen to it remotely, and get back with you.

SURVEY SAYS...
Thanks to the 241 people who filled out our “Return to In-Person Worship” survey last month. The information you provided is helping the COVID task force and the Church Council map our way forward at GSLC. Your comments were supportive
and constructive. Once the data has been thoroughly reviewed we will be sharing the highlights with the congregation.
Thank you!

Literature & Our Faith
Read along with Literature and Our Faith for our August read "The Splendid and The Vile" by Erik Larson. Stay tuned for
the details on this meeting. Come join us! (Reading the book is never a requirement for good conversation).
Questions? Contact Karen Mazzei - 513.290-8819. or Mary Grace Friesen - 513-324-3685

Moms of Faith

"... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith." ~Romans 1:12

Moms of Faith (school age children) has been meeting every Tuesday at 1p.m. throughout the pandemic, for support, talk and pray for one another. If you would like more information about this group, please
contact Lisa Meili at larm@cinci.rr.com. She can tell you more about the group and send you a link to join the meeting via
Zoom.
Want to join our MOPS group this year?
We are a Mothers of Preschoolers group. All are welcome from pregnant mothers to the tearful mom at kindergarten graduation. We meet once a month and would love for you to come check us out. Get in on our
Early Bird discount! Registration fees are only $50 until September 8th (our first meeting). Mail or drop off
the form and money to church attention MOPS (see page 7 for the registration form).
We look forward to this year's theme: Decide to Rise. Contact Amber Holdt at gslcmops513@gmail.com with questions.
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SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)
We are all feeling a bit helpless these days…the pandemic, the pain of further racial troubles, personal situations that are distressing…all while having to stay apart as much as possible. If you are
at a point where you feel a strong need for someone to talk to…someone who will listen and not
judge, someone who will pray with you, someone who will keep it all confidential, please call Mary
Naylor at 891-1475 and she will set you up with a Stephen Minister who can walk with you through
this difficult period. You need not worry about an in-person meeting which should be avoided
during the Covid 19 scare. Our Stephen Ministers are staying in touch with those they are
“walking with” these days via telephone, FaceTiming or whatever other method they can use to
be “with” the person while social distancing.

Update on taft elementary
As with many things during these times, what life will look like at Taft Elementary this Fall continues to unfold. We have
been in regular conversation with the Staff at Taft to dream about what shape our ministry partnership will look like. The
key word for us will be “Flexibility.” Because of our long established relationship with Taft they feel comfortable letting us
know what they need. It is our hope to respond with the resources (people or material) that will be the most help. Right
now we are exploring the possibility of virtual tutoring and how we can continue to manage the food pantry at the school.
We are also poised to provide uniforms to those in need, and requested supplies for teachers. Right now it seems unlikely
that in-person classroom visits will take place, at least in the Fall.
We love our Taft families and want to help them succeed and let them know that they are loved! Please watch for new
ways you may be able to support our ministry at the school. These are challenging days for everyone, but for those who
also struggle with extreme poverty the road blocks can be overwhelming. Let’s pull together and do what we can!

BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
Confirmation Open House on Sunday, August 9th at 11:00AM via Zoom. Both Confirmation Students and their parents are invited to hear about the upcoming Confirmation year. Calendars and Forms will be available. RSVP regrets ONLY to Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com
• 7th Graders: Pastor Pat will set-up a Driveway Chat with incoming 7th graders and their families to help discern
their decision to enter into our Confirmation ministry.
• 9th Graders: Pastor Pat will schedule an “Exit” Interview with new 9th grade students to review responses for the
Final Confirmation Packet and progress towards completion of the Faith Masterpiece project.
• Summer is a great time to get a head start on completing Worship Notes for the 2020-2021 ministry year. Electronic worship notes can be found at the bottom of the Worship Resource page or at https://goodshepherd.com/
Worship/Worship-Resources.
• Reviewed Confirmation Folders from the 2019-2020 ministry year are available for pick-up. Please contact Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com if you would like to make arrangements to pick up your student’s folder.
Coming Next Month
• Faith Masterpieces DUE on Sunday, September 20th at 10:30am.
• Confirmation Sunday School starts Sunday, September 20th. More details to come, but please mark your calendars.
• Faith Masterpiece Digital Presentation: Weekend of Sept. 26/27.
• Fall Confirmation Mini-Retreat: Saturday, September 26th from 1pm – 4pm at the GSLC back parking lot.
•

Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
Virtual Flock Open House – Sunday, August 23rd at 10:30am. This will be a chance to reconnect with one another
and share summer adventures, as well as hear about hopes for the remainder of the calendar year. Plus, we have a
whole new crop to welcome into our Flock as well! Look for a meeting link via email August 15th.
Coming Next Month
• Sunday Morning Faith Formation for Senior High starts Sun. Sept. 20th. Will we be virtual? Will some of us be in
person? Will it be a mixture of both? Who knows - but mark your calendar now!
•
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Outdoor Blessing of the backpacks
All students are invited to bring their backpacks (or maybe it’s more appropriate to bring laptops/iPads this year) to be
blessed in the morning on Sunday, August 16th before the kick-off of another new school year! We know that this school
year, like no school year before, will be filled with challenges and we want all GSLC families to feel supported and encouraged from the start of it. In addition to a blessing, each student will receive an individual backpack tag and a Back-ToSchool Encouragement Kit. Look for a Sign-Up Link with more details via email soon. Parents, your briefcases are always
welcome!

Outdoor Blessing of teachers/administrators
All adults who serve in the classroom or in a school setting are invited to bring your briefcase (or maybe it’s more appropriate to bring laptops/iPads this year) on Sunday, August 16th at 7pm to be blessed before the kick-off of another new school
year! GSLC wants to wrap our educators in support as we anticipate that this school year will be like no school year ever
before it. In addition to a blessing, each educator will receive an individual backpack tag and a Back-To-School Encouragement Kit. Look for a Sign-Up Link with more details via email soon.

Outdoor godspeed
Outdoor Godspeed Blessing to honor our 2020 high-school graduates will be held on Sunday, August 9th at 7:00pm in the
GSLC Parking Lot. This 30-minute worship service for our 2020 high-school graduates and their immediate family members
will include special music, a brief reflection and a blessing for the students. A quick, “To-Go” treat will also be offered to
each family too. Please RSVP by Wednesday, August 5th to Pastor Pat Badkey at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com

Good Shepherd is so blessed to have very dedicated volunteers who take care of our building and
grounds. Our Monday Morning Work Crew and the Botanical Bunch have been offering their time
and talents to keep everything in tip-top shape, even in this time of pandemic. The Monday Crew
has also been making some changes that will make it safer for us to gather in the building when the
time comes.
Thanks to all of you, your church family appreciates all that you do!

Attention 55+ Club Members!
Each August 55+ Club collects washable markers for the NEEDS school supply drive. This
year, instead of buying markers, NEEDS requests that we buy gift cards (any store) and
NEEDS will give those to the schools to buy what they need. If you would like to help,
please purchase a gift card in any amount and send it to: 55+ Club, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 7701 Kenwood Rd., Cincinnati, Ohio 45236. We will get them to NEEDS. Thanks for your faithful responses in
the past to all our requests. Even though school may be different this Fall, children are still in need of materials for learning
experiences.

Bond hill pantry needs blankets
To all GS quilters, sewers, crafters, crocheters, knitters: Give a Care! Bond Hill Pantry has need of soft
and cuddly baby blankets, and tummy-time cloths! Even in a restricted at-home time, babies need
snuggling, and diapers changed, and activity time on their tummies. If you have your own activity or
craft time available, could you make even a no-sew blanket for a baby? A blanket big enough to fit a
car seat is best. If you want to make it bigger, that's ok too. Remember, no blankets needed for cribs
now, for baby's safety. Yarn for knitting and crocheting has been donated to GS, some supplies for quilting might be available too. Do you applique? Make it pretty or cute! No raised decorations are permitted for safety concerns (ex: buttons,
beads, etc…).
Questions, suggestions? Koben Hinman 513-503-9485. God's dearest blessings be on your kind efforts for the Bond Hill babies.
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