The Shepherd’s Horn
September 2020
Pastor’s thoughts
In our world’s ever changing landscape in the midst of COVID-19, life
at Good Shepherd also continues to flex and adapt. As of this writing
we have had 4 parking lot worship services that have been full of energy and great music. Our attendance has been growing, people
have been connecting, even as safety measures have been practiced.
We have also held a Godspeed blessing for our 2020 high school graduates, two backpack blessings and a blessing of educators. These events were well attended, life giving and spiritually nourishing. We have never been more grateful for our expansive parking lot!
We also continue to have strong engagement with our online worship services and other
online gathering opportunities. We are trying new things, and working to improve our
worship formats. At their last meeting, the Church Council was in support of creating a
new staff position, Director of Online Ministry, for Good Shepherd. This person will lead
the way as we continue to grow and improve our online ministry presence and engage our
online congregation in more intentional ways—you will find a short job description in this
edition of the Horn, in case you or someone you know is interested in applying! We are
very excited about growing this ever expanding way to share God’s love in this broader
context.
Looking forward to September, it is our intention to have a weekly 9am worship service in
the parking lot—and an 11am Zoom coffee hour each Sunday. We know things can change
quickly these days, but our hope is to have this weekly rhythm in September, in addition to
our regular online worship opportunities. We continue to worship outside because most
studies support that it is the safest way for groups of any size to meet to avoid spreading
the virus. As part of our mission we want to model safe practices that enable us to care for
our community and each other.

In the early weeks of the pandemic, the Church Council established a COVID-19 Task Force
made up of Hans Schwarz (chair), Tracey Long, Karen Eller, Karen Mazzei, Jim Messner and
Pastor Heidi Johns. Their purpose is to guide us in best safety practices both behaviorally
and with small changes to our facility; to gather feedback from the congregation; to offer
guidance in reopening; and to share input in communicating and growing our mission under the current circumstances. I am extremely grateful for the care and dedication with
which they are undertaking these tasks, and sharing their leadership skills in this important
time.
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Please continue to pray for our life together, even as we remain apart. I am confident that
God is doing a new thing among us, and that our ministry will continue to impact your life
and the life of many in our community as we earnestly seek to be a caring Christian congregation where we Share God’s Grace, Grow Our Faith and Serve Others.
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The last Walk Talk Pray took place on Tuesday, September 1 at Valley View Park in Milford, Ohio. Thanks to all who participated in
these walks at either Summit Park in Blue Ash or Walk Talk Pray,
the Eastside Edition, this season. A special thanks goes out to
Danelle Buesling, Kristin Kalsem, and Tracey Long who hosted the
Eastside Edition, each employing their unique spiritual gifts to make it a meaningful
evening to gather and walk together. May God continue to bless all who walk until we
gather again.
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Do you give online?
If you increased your Estimate of Giving for 2020/2021, first of all, Thank you. Secondly, if you give
online through your bank, Realm, or if we initiate a draw on your account, please remember to increase the monthly/weekly amount that you give to match your new Estimate of Giving. If you
want to start giving online, great! You can do so through Realm by going to your profile and clicking on Giving. You can find options there for how to give online through your bank, or you can set up an auto “bill-pay”
option through most banks for your donation to be sent automatically each week or month.
If you would like more information about how to give online, please let Pastor Heidi or Dean Rankey know.

Now hiring - director of Online ministry
As we look to the future with hope, expanding and developing our online ministry will
be essential. The Director of Online Ministry will devote their attention, energy and
expertise to enhance, create and lead our online ministry platform and engage and
encourage our online congregation to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. This person
will master our technology resources and utilize them to create high quality videos,
communications, and invitations for the online congregation to join our mission and community. They will also train and
lead a team of volunteers to assist in this vital and expanding area of ministry. This will be a 2/3 time position, possibly expanding to full-time.
For a full job description, or to send resume, contact Pastor Heidi Johns at hjohns@goodshepherd.com by September
20th.

Does your pet need a blessing?
For many of us our pets are an important part of our family. We are grateful for
their companionship and find that they bless our lives in many ways. It is a tradition in some churches to offer an annual pet blessing around the date of the Commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi, which is October 4th. St Francis had a great
appreciation for God’s creation, especially animals, that is why pet blessings are
often planned around his commemoration day.
Since we are getting good at worshipping outdoors, we are exploring possibly
holding a special pet blessing sometime on the weekend of October 4th for all of
your furry friends (and you, of course). We are still figuring out the details, but
the service would most likely be on Sunday, and would be in addition to our regular parking lot worship. The service would be held in our parking lot, so animals
should be secured on leashes or in crates for safety reasons.
If you have a furry friend we hope you will consider joining us for this very special time to give thanks to God for these wonderful creatures. Watch for more details.

Council elections
Each year during the month of September Good Shepherd elects new members for our Church
Council. In a typical year, you would be invited to cast your ballot as you came to worship. Since
this is not a typical year, we are sending out candidate info and ballots via the USPS. Watch your
mailbox for this important mailing—fill out your ballot and return to Good Shepherd. You can
return the ballots via USPS (please have postmarked by September 14), or drop it off at the
church in the black mailbox outside the main entrance. We will be electing four candidates, and
we are grateful to the following people who are willing to serve if elected: Chris Fitz, Brenda Fuentes, Nick Hawes, Sharon
Norris, Kathy Shuman, Chris Wittman.
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Congregation re-opening survey results
Recently the COVID-19 Task Force Shared this recap of the July survey results with the congregation in an email, but in case you missed it, here it is again:
Dear Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Community,
Thanks so much for your responses to the COVID-19 Pulse Survey. In follow up, we want to share
with you some of the key themes we saw in the survey and how that’s helping to inform and
shape our decision-making as we thoughtfully and prayerfully proceed in these unprecedented
times.
We had very strong participation in the survey with 241 respondents – thanks so much for sharing your voice in how we move forward! Demographically, it was representative of our congregation by both age and service attended with the strongest participation coming from those
over 50 years of age. The congregation expressed satisfaction with our on-line ministry and resources and encouraged us to continue – 84% indicated satisfied or very satisfied. Similarly, a
majority of respondents indicated a sense of hesitance and caution to return to in-person worship at this time, given current conditions. The majority of respondents indicated a desire for a
further reduction of incidents prior to returning to in-person worship and for us to follow CDC
guidelines. In fact, there was broad understanding that when we return to in-person services
appropriate precautions will need to be taken. Our priority is fulfilling our mission while ensuring the safety of our clergy, staff, and congregation.
Our Church Council will continue to discuss with the clergy and staff how we best utilize the resources we have in people and technology to innovate to fulfill our ministry. We recently had
our first outdoor parking lot services and will continue to experiment with other formats and
ministries. We’ve also established a COVID-19 Task Force that meets bi-weekly and is focused
specifically on how we prepare the building and the congregation for the path forward. Given
the current pandemic situation, it will likely be some months before we’re able to fully utilize our
building. In the meantime, we will continue to ask for your feedback through additional Pulse
surveys, share updates with you as the situation develops, and continue to explore the way God
calls us to fulfill our mission.

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace

With God’s blessing,

Hans Schwarz, Tracey Long, pastor Heidi Johns

Are you looking for a church home?
Even in times such as these, we need to put roots down in a Spiritual home, maybe especially in times like these. We are planning to offer a Zoom-online new member class in October.
We are still planning the details, but the class will be held on Sundays October 4, 11 and 18.
We would love to know if you are interested! Please contact Pastor Heidi at
hjohns@goodshepherd.com for more details.

Church office hours
Starting on September 1 our church building will be open
Monday-Friday from 8:30-2:30, if you need to reach us you
may call, or briefly stop by the church office. We have a
new check in table where we ask you to sign in, and have your temperature taken. Thanks in
advance for your cooperation as we commit to the safety of our staff, volunteers and others
who enter our building

Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning
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Outreach updates
Graceworks Enhanced Living Homes and GSLC Partner During Pandemic
As you may already know, Good Shepherd’s outreach ministry was active this summer by creating
customized craft and activity baskets for the intellectually and physically challenged adults at
Graceworks Enhanced Living Homes in Cincinnati and Dayton. The current pandemic has kept the
residents from their usual activities - working or attending a day program. As such, the craft closets in the homes were quickly depleted as the residents turned to them to occupy the long days
in the absence of their normal routines.
In late May/early June, 27 of the 43 Enhanced Living Homes submitted a list of desired crafts and
activities to replenish their supplies. Then in the last few weeks of June, over 40 Good Shepherd
members and friends purchased items from an Amazon Wish List, donated money to support
Wish List purchases and/or helped to organize and pack the customized baskets created for each
home. The completed baskets were a sight to behold and represented approximately $6,000 in items purchased - an “over
the top” response from Good Shepherd!
On Thursday, July 30th, Pastor Heidi held a brief service in our sanctuary to bless the baskets before the volunteers in attendance delivered them to their respective homes. It was a beautiful and meaningful way to bring together GSLC volunteers along with representatives from Graceworks - a resident (Matt), a home manager (Adam), day program supervisor
(Scott) and CEO (Judy) - to not only to share in the blessing, but also to get a true glimpse of the love and service shared
among and within the two organizations. This is just one more example of how alive our ministry is, even during this time
when we cannot be together each week. God is good!
Check out the video GSLC made to represent the many aspects of this outreach ministry project via YouTube (https://
youtu.be/X0QkbAW-XFE). It features photos and “thank yous” from several of the homes along with film footage of the
blessing and is a great way to see our ministry “in action!”
Special thanks to Pastor Heidi for supporting this new project and to Mary Adams and Jeff Teeters, current and former
Graceworks Board Members, respectively, for providing their time and leadership to make an idea come to life.
Outreach at Taft Elementary
Even though in person classes have been delayed at Taft Elementary we are still
partnering with the school in very meaningful ways. We have been in regular
communication with the Administration and our Adopt-A-Class Teachers. Recently we were able to give our teachers requested supplies worth about $250
for their classrooms and we purchased $1000 in school uniforms that will be
ready when in-person classes resume. Thanks to our super-shopper, Phyllis
Rank, who always gets the best bang for our buck when purchasing uniforms!
Another recent labor of love project was taken on by our Monday Morning Work Crew who made 69 desk screens (at
about $15 each) to help keep our beloved students safer in the classroom. Thanks to Dean Matz for the design, and all the
guys for lending their talents to get these made.
As we get into Fall Good Shepherd will once again take the lead in staffing and organizing the food pantry at Taft school.
Watch for details on how you can help stock the shelves when plans are settled.
Habitat for Humanity Restore Truck
We will have a Habitat for Humanity Restore truck at GSLC on Saturday, Sept 12 from 10 a.m. 12 p.m. to collect any new or used household items (see list below or visit https://
www.habitatcincinnati.org/restore/acceptable-items-for-donation.html for a full list of what
is acceptable for donation. This is a great opportunity for you clean out your house of unneeded items while helping a
great cause. If you have large household items that you are unable to physically bring to the church , the Habitat for Humanity Restore truck can do an at home pick-up. You can schedule a pick up with Habitat by going to the following web
address: https://www.habitatcincinnati.org/restore/donate-at-the-restore.html.
Just a reminder that these donations are resold and the funds go towards building Habitat homes in the Greater Cincinnati
area. Habitat has restarted limited construction during the pandemic, and future homebuyers are eager to purchase their
finished homes!
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ACCEPTABLE ITEMS TO DONATE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Appliances – good working condition, not needing any repair (no dishwashers or hot water heaters built before 2013
due to change in EPA lead level regulations)
Architectural items – good condition, columns, antique windows, mantels, porch post, interior railings, stain glass
Bed frames & headboards
Books – clean, intact, no mold or odors (no text books)
Cabinets/Countertops/Vanity tops - clean and unscratched
CDs, DVDs, Records, Blu-ray
Ceiling fans with mounting hardware
Doors – exterior and interior
Electrical – residential wire, plugs, plates
Fiberglass bathtub/stall
Flooring – carpets, padding, area rugs w/no visible wear, stains or odors. New vinyl tile and new ceramic tile. Unblemished hardwood.
Furniture – good condition, free of rips/tears, permanent stains, odor, excessive wear/tear and pet damage
Hardware – for doors, cabinets in working condition, free of rust
Housewares – baskets, knick knacks, silk plants, decorative plates, silverware, glasses, framed pictures, framed mirrors,
lamps, etc.
Insulation – new only (in bundles, unopened)
Lighting – all parts included
Lumber – plywood – full to ¼ sheets, milled lumber – 4’+ lengths, trim – 4’+ lengths, siding – full lengths
Masonry – cinderblock, stone & brick – drop off on pallet only
Plumbing Fixtures – new or clean used sinks, bathtubs, toilets in good condition with no chips or stains
Pipe: PVC/metal/copper
Printers, stereos, DVD players, phones (no TVs)
Records, CDs, DVDs, Blu-ray
Recycling – metal, used and broken electronics of any kind except TV’s
Roofing materials – shingles (whole bundles), rolls of roofing materials, new roofing and gutter materials with no damage
Sheet Rock (drywall) - 4’ lengths and up, conditions must be that 4’ of sheet rock is salvageable, 8’ length and up accepted
Tools – hand or power tools
Vents – floor, ceiling, return clean and in good condition
Windows – double pane only (no single pane) pre-inspected and free of rot with glass intact; no cracks of fogging in
glass

UNACCEPTABLE ITEMS TO DONATE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baby Items or toys
Blinds, Drapes, Window treatments
Chemicals – paint thinner, pesticides, fertilizers, and other toxic, hazardous chemicals
Clothing
Computer monitors
Entertainment centers
Gym and exercise equipment
Mattresses & box springs if they are worn or have stains or odors
Paint (no new or used or opened paint)
TVs
Unframed glass or mirrors
Used glass shower doors
Used metal office desks, used wood desks over 48 inches, and office partitions/cubicle
Used paint
Water beds or hot tubs

It is only through your generosity that we are able to support our friends at Graceworks Enhanced Living, our beloved students at Taft, and the ministry of Habitat For Humanity in such meaningful ways. Your love and willingness to serve our
neighbor is a beacon of hope in these challenging times.
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Bond hill pantry needs blankets
Good Shepherd crocheters and knitters have responded to the Holy Spirit by putting their gifts to
good use during the virus pandemic. An ancient art in many civilizations, knitting and crocheting
comforts those in need in one of Cincinnati's underserved neighborhoods, Bond Hill. Usually our knitting/quilting ministry serves those who might benefit from a Prayer Shawl, but lately, requests for
baby coverlets have been filled by our diligent and talented knitters and crocheters at Good Shepherd who had time and yarn to work with. Each stitch will bless a new baby or little one served by
the Bond Hill pantry. Maybe there's a prayer, hymn, or lullaby that was whispered or sung softly as the work was
done. Moms of new babies at the Bond Hill pantry may not have anything new for a little one, and reuse what they have,
or has been passed to them. It is a thrill for them to have something new and comforting for their baby, says the pantry
staff. Those who are blessed with this talent are blessing precious little ones in our world not so far away. Recently, Jackie
Cutshall, Anne Dorward, Bette Griffith, and Valerie Gudeman have donated their work. In the past, Quilters, led by Tina
Morawski, have donated. Others who have also donated in the past are Felicity Larrick, Sandi Ikeler, and Pam Mills. All
are so very much appreciated.
Questions, suggestions? Koben Hinman 513-503-9485. God's dearest blessings be on your kind efforts for the Bond Hill babies.

Poetry Circle
Join the Poetry Circle on Wednesday, September 23, 2020 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. This Poetry
Circle will be led by Kim Langley, author, spiritual director, certified pastoral minister, and
founder of WordSpa.net.
It's becoming cliche that we are living in unprecedented times, and it's true that many of us
have not experienced this level of challenge to our social, emotional and physical wellbeing. Yet navigating difficult waters has always been part of the human experience. Join
Kim via Zoom to mindfully discuss Poetry of Endurance, in which we will reflect on the
many aspects of staying afloat when life throws us unexpectedly onto white water rapids.
No poetry experience or appreciation is needed. Even those who considered themselves
"poetry-averse" have found these circles to be enlightening and healing. Invite a friend! Gather your fellow poetry lovers!
Set aside this time for self-care. Come for the energy boost.
To register for this Poetry Circle, please contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com by September 22, 2020 at 5 pm..

Moms of Faith
"... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith." ~Romans 1:12
Moms of Faith (school age children) has been meeting every Tuesday at 1p.m. throughout the pandemic, for support, talk
and pray for one another. If you would like more information about this group, please contact Lisa Meili at
larm@cinci.rr.com. She can tell you more about the group and send you a link to join the meeting via Zoom.
Want to join our MOPS group this year?
Want to join our MOPS group this year? We are a Mothers of Preschoolers group. All are welcome from
pregnant mothers to the tearful mom at kindergarten graduation. We meet once a month and would love
for you to come check us out. Get in on our Early Bird discount! Registration fees are only $50 until September 8th (our first meeting).
Mail or drop off the form and money to church attention MOPS (form is on page 7). We look forward to this year's theme:
Decide to Rise. Contact Amber Holdt at gslcmops513@gmail.com.
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Please register for any Adult Faith Formation via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd or 891-1700, x. 120.
The 10 Commandments: A Political Theology
Monday mornings, September 21st – November 9th at 10:00am, Led by Pastor Pete
Rudowski
The 10 commandments were not given just for individuals. They were given for
God’s collective people, i.e., Israel, synagogues, congregations, and the world
wide church. The 10 commandments still address such current issues as: Authority To Lead, Honesty and Integrity, Effective Time Management, Building Strong Support Systems, Protecting From
Abuse, Putting It All Together.
As part of our ongoing response to COVID-19, this class will be presented in 2 virtual parts. First, a 20 to 30 minute teaching
presentation by Pastor Pete will be sent weekly to each class participant. Participants are asked to watch the video prior to
a weekly 10:00 Monday morning group discussion via ZOOM. During this discussion, questions can be asked and impressions shared. In order to ensure discussion, the class size will be between 10 and 15 participants. The class will be for seven
weeks.
*You do not have to have a ZOOM account to be a participant in this class. If you’ve never used ZOOM before, a GSLC staff
member will be glad to help you learn how you can be a part of the discussion. Please join us.
Antiracism 101: What’s Happening and How Can I Respond?
Recent protests in Cincinnati and all around the world have again shown us how poorly our black siblings are still treated.
How can we as Christians respond faithfully? Why do we feel so defensive? What do all these words like "privilege" or
"BIPOC" or "defund" mean on the ground?
Join Pastor Alice and Matthew Petersen for a three-session intro-level class to learn more about what’s going on and to
begin engaging with what we can do. (Each class is scheduled to be 1 1/2 hours long, but the participants in the last iterations were so engaged, we may need a little bit more time to explore, so please make a note of that.) Class is free and will
be conducted over Zoom. If you have friends or coworkers who would like to participate, they are welcome--please add
them as "named guests." Because of the depth and intimacy of the subject matter, we expect potential attendees to be
present for all three classes. (This class will be repeated in the next month or two, fyi.)
Wednesday Evenings, Sept. 9th , 16th , 23rd from 7:00pm-8:30pm.
Bible Babes
1st & 3rd Thursdays at 10am, beginning September 17th.
All women are invited, encouraged, and welcome to join our group. Some of us have years of Bible study experience, and
some of us are new to this journey! We meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month at 10:00 a.m. and usually finish about
11:30 a.m. Our theme for this fall is “The No-Homework Women’s Bible Study: Group Hug,” by Christine Tate. While we love
it if you attend all the sessions, we know it isn't possible to do that in a lot of cases-- but some is better than none! Meeting location and format still be determined – watch weekly GSLC Announcements and social media for more details this
month.

Literature & Our Faith
Come join us as we discuss "The Woman in the Window" by A.J. Finn on September 21st, at 6:00 p.m. Twisty and powerful, ingenious and moving, The Woman in the Window is a smart, sophisticated novel of psychological suspense that recalls
the best of Hitchcock, a fast-paced page turner. For this meeting we are trying a social distanced outdoor discussion at
Swaim Park's large shelter in Montgomery, therefore we are starting earlier than usual to beat the sunset. Bring your own
chair and mask please.
Our October 19th selection is "The Water Dancer" by Ta-Nehisi Coates. Stay tuned for time and location!
Come join us! (Reading the book is never a requirement for good conversation).
Questions? Contact Karen Mazzei - 513.290-8819. or Mary Grace Friesen - 513-324-3685
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We would like to thank all those who sent well wishes and those who called regarding my recent
stroke. Everything seems to be getting back to normal and I am looking forward to a full recovery. Your prayers and concerns were and are still appreciated.
Herb & Dianne Schneider
And 250 crosses later . . .
A huge thank you to George Bartl who has been carving crosses for our GSLC confirmands for over
5 years. During this time frame he has carved over 250 crosses which have been given to the confirmands as a present
from the congregation. He has been helped in this endeavor by Dick Setter and John Van Osdol, who have cut the slabs
of wood and have cut out the crosses when finished. We are so appreciative of these handmade crosses which are given
to the confirmands as a remembrance of their Confirmation Faith Milestone and a reminder that they are part of the body
of Christ at Good Shepherd. Of course there will be plenty of crosses for future confirmands too. Thank you George for
nurturing the faith of GSLC youth and sharing your spiritual gifts in this way.

Parking Lot worship
If you’ve not joined us for Parking Lot Worship, we are having services
every Sunday at 9 am. You’ll still need to register on Realm to attend;
we are limiting the service to 35 families/groups of no more than 6 people. Watch your emails for links to attend worship each week!

SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)
We are all feeling a bit helpless these days…the pandemic, the pain of further racial troubles,
personal situations that are distressing…all while having to stay apart as much as possible. If
you are at a point where you feel a strong need for someone to talk to…someone who will
listen and not judge, someone who will pray with you, someone who will keep it all confidential, please call Mary Naylor at 891-1475 and she will set you up with a Stephen Minister who
can walk with you through this difficult period. You need not worry about an in-person meeting which should be avoided during the Covid 19 scare. Our Stephen Ministers are staying in
touch with those they are “walking with” these days via telephone, FaceTiming or whatever
other method they can use to be “with” the person while social distancing.
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm

•

Tweens (4th - 6th Grades)
Are you a newly minted 4th grader? Are you starting 5th or 6th grade this year? Well, guess what?! You are a
Tween and are hereby invited into the finest group of 4th, 5th, and 6th graders in Cincinnati! I hope you will join
us after worship on Sunday Morning Sept 20th for a chance to pick up your Tween connection materials AND enjoy a treat from the Kona Ice Truck that will be in our parking lot that morning! This year we are going to plan
some Zoom hangouts with some games, maybe some movie nights, and schedule some time to meet in local
parks and play a few games. It will be a strange year, as you have come to expect from these COVID times, but we
are going to make sure connection is a priority! We are glad you are a part of our ministry here at GSLC and we
want you to begin developing those relationships that will last a life time.

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
• Faith Masterpieces DUE on Sunday, September 20th at 10:30am to table in GSLC Lobby. *If you are creating a digital Faith Masterpiece, an electronic copy must still be submitted by the stated deadline.
• Confirmation Sunday School starts Sunday, September 20th at 10:00AM via ZOOM.
• Faith Masterpiece Digital Display premiers the weekend of September 26-27, 2020.
• Confirmation Robe Orders DUE: Sunday, September 27th. Robes will be provided to students on behalf of GSLC.
*If your student has a robe to use already, please send an email letting Jen Jarman (jjarman@goodshepherd.com)
know this information.
Coming Next Month
• NEW DATE: Fall Confirmation Retreat: Saturday, October 3rd from 1:00pm – 4:00pm in the GSLC Parking Lot
• Confirmation Affirmation & Photo Composite: Sunday, October 11th from 6:00 – 7:30pm for ALL 9th Grade Families.
• No Confirmation Sunday School on Sunday, October 25th.
• Rite of Confirmation: Sunday, October 25th at 4:30pm (9th grade families ONLY)
Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
Back to School BINGO: September 1 – September 19. Play on your own throughout the month and redeem completed BINGO Sheets for a FREE KONA ICE treat on Sunday, September 20th at 10:45am in the GSLC Back Parking
Lot.
• Tikkun Farm Food Distribution: Help nourish families picking up fresh produce for the week at Tikkun Farm on Friday, September 18th from 2:00 – 6:00pm (come when you can, leave when you must). This outdoor-based volunteer opportunity includes greeting families, signing them in and assisting with loading groceries. We may even get
a chance to feed the alpacas too! Reserve your spot via REALM/Group Me by Wednesday, September 16th. (Family
members of any age welcome to attend too!)
• FLOCK Meet-Up at Summit Park on Sunday, September 27th at 6:30pm. This is a time to meet and greet new and
returning FLOCK members, reflect on a short devotional and enjoy an individually wrapped snackie (of course!).
RSVP via REALM/Group Me by Friday, September 25th.
Coming Next Month
• FLOCK Monthly Virtual Check-In: Thursday, October 1st at 7:08pm via Google Meet.
• FLOCK Hike at French Park on Saturday, October 10th at 4:00pm.
• Tikkun Farm Food Distribution: Friday, October 23rd from 2:00pm – 6:00pm.
• Flock Mafia via Group Me: October 26th – October 31st.
•
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This is the church - GSLC Book Share
Finish this rhyme: “Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see all the__________.”
PEOPLE.
Each household is invited to join in a fall church-wide Book Share. The idea is that the book, “This is the Church” will be
passed from one household to another household throughout the GSLC community. When the book arrives to your household, read the book together as a household, indicate where your household is on the map provided and share a reflection
or two in the book journal provided about what does church look like during COVID-19 and what do you hope church looks
like after COVID-19. When your household is ready, pass the book along to the next household. The Book Share will kick off
on Sunday, September 20th and will pass amongst households through November.
If your household is interested in participating in the first ever GSLC Book Share, please contact Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com or at 891-1700, x. 120. We look forward to sharing reflections and our collective hope for the
future of the church when the book returns to GSLC.

Parents of GSLC! (Zoom Parent connect)
Hey Parents! Are you tired of all this stuff yet? Us too! Looking for a chance to connect with other parents and receive some
support? Join Pastor Alex on Wednesday nights from 8p-10p on Zoom for GSLC Parent Connect.
Consider this time a sort of open office hours. We will be hosting the event and will be offering time to share, reflect, and re
focus a bit on the things we care most about as families. Can’t make it at 8pm? No problem! Can’t imagine staying up until
10pm? NO problem! The Zoom meeting will be open for you to hop in and out whenever works for you.
These days can feel particularly challenging for folks trying to raise a family. So, let this time serve as a regular harbor in
the midst of the storm. Bring yourself, your concerns, and your hopes to a digital gathering of fellow parents who are
working through similar challenges. Connect, take a breath, and remember we are in this together!
Contact Pastor Alex (ahoops@goodshepherd.com) if you would like information on how to hop in on the call.

Manna! What is it now?
You may be wondering “How do we do Sunday morning faith formation when the building is closed?” We will adapt!
This year our Faith Formation Practice Hour for ALL ages, where we FEED our faith and
FOLLOW Jesus, will be taking place in new and creative ways! We will still have our Rally
Sunday gathering to Kick off another year of Faith formation at GSLC by gathering AFTER
our parking lot worship service on Sept 20th. We will be able to connect with families and
talk a bit about our theme for the month of September! Also we will be playing host to
the KONA ICE TRUCK! So, join us for worship at 9am and stick around to connect with families and enjoy an icy treat on Sunday Sept 20th!
Also! We will be gathering again on a couple Wednesday nights over the next couple months for a Family Brown Bag Dinner. We will have a table ready for your spot in the parking lot on Sept 30th from 5:30-6:15p to break bread together! We
will then have some time for a story and some teachings or two on our topic of the month. We will then send you home
before 7pm with family faith formation resources for the next month.
Obviously, these events are still taking shape, but we are looking forward to connecting with you however you are able
during these hectic times and in the midst of ever-changing schedules. We are in this together and want to serve as a support to your family.
Save the date for October 11th for another Sunday morning gathering.
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In remembrance
Since March 15, the start of the pandemic, four members of Good Shepherd have died. None of these members died due
to Covid-19. We thought it would be good to remember them in a more formal way. Below you will find tributes written
by Adrienne Gordon (with support from their families).
Alan Griffith - Alan came into the world with a builder’s heart. As a second son to parents Phyllis and
Ellis Griffith, he attended Shaker Heights High School, located in a suburb of Cleveland. He joined the
tennis team and played into college. After graduation, Alan left the northern reaches of Ohio and traveled to Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio. A fitting choice for someone born to a family of Lutherans. He met Bette right from the start, during freshman week. As Alan pursued a degree in Economics, he and Bette continued their relationship and became engaged senior year. They married in
1955 and spent the next 64 years living out their commitment to one another.

After college, Alan began work in Springfield, Ohio as a mortgage banker with the Kissell Company. As if
destined to journey ever further south, he and Bette moved to Cincinnati in 1959 when the Kissell Company commissioned Alan to open a branch office. Alan had a strong faith and wanted to find a Lutheran church. He and
Bette attended chapel together at Wittenberg regularly. That same year, they joined Good Shepherd and became active
members. Alan served on church council, numerous committees, and oversaw many remodeling projects.
In 1966, Alan and business partner Glenn Jefferes founded a construction company called Community Builders, which later
became American Tectonics. Faith was a way of life for Alan, and it showed in his honest, forthright approach to running a
business. They shaped the landscape of Cincinnati by building properties such as Corporate Park, Executive Park, The Seasons and Courtyard Retirement Community, Meadowbrook Nursing Home and Timber Ridge Apartments. We can see
Alan’s talent just by looking around the church, as his company built the current Good Shepherd sanctuary.

During retirement, Alan continued to answer God’s call to build. He approached Pastor Pete with a desire to construct
affordable housing. With financial backing from the church, Alan moved forward with building a house in downtown Cincinnati. His commitment led to a natural connection with Habitat for Humanity. It quickly became a second career. Alan
served as a site coordinator for many homes and played an instrumental role in forming the East Side Coalition of churches
to support Habitat’s efforts. Through his investment in building a stronger community, Alan received numerous awards
from Habitat locally and statewide. This builder, gardener of orchids and man of faith will be missed by all who knew and
loved him.
Stanley Friesen - Stan lived in Minnesota until 4th grade when his family moved to Cleveland. He attended Fenn College, the predecessor of Cleveland State University, and graduated from Michigan
Technological University as a metallurgical engineer. Stan met Mary Grace during college. While not
raised Lutheran, he set out on a faith journey that would come to include meaningful connections to
several Lutheran churches. Beginning with his Baptism during their engagement, while Mary Grace
lived in Detroit. The trajectory of their shared lives would arc over 64 years and eventually bring Stan
and Mary Grace to Good Shepherd’s doorstep.
The couple moved to Cincinnati through Stan’s role as an executive manager for GE. First as dedicated members of Trinity
Lutheran, they later found Good Shepherd after moving to the city of Blue Ash. During his career, Stan was the Chairman
of the Aerospace Materials and Processes committee for the Aerospace Institute of America. Stan was also elected into
the Michigan Technological University Materials Hall of Fame as well as a Fellow in the American Society of Metals.
After retiring from a career that spanned more than 30 years, Stan and Mary Grace enjoyed traveling the world and spent
summers in Harbor Springs, Michigan. Though he traveled, Stan remained rooted in his church home. He loved Good
Shepherd and served in various ways, including church council and as a volunteer usher on a regular basis. Stan also volunteered as a driver for Hoxworth for many years. Stan’s faith and understanding of theology evolved over time, largely
through thoughtful participation in Pastor Pat’s Bible Study group.
Stan embodied the love and care that God offers to all people. At times that care took the form of advocacy. Stan pursued
a connection between Good Shepherd and Lutheran Social Services (now GraceWorks) initially without the backing of
church leadership. Stan pushed for the church to be involved because he believed in the mission to serve the vulnerable
within our community. In the end, he was not afraid to stand up and lead in important work that he felt the church was
called to do. Stan played an instrumental part in Good Shepherd becoming involved in GraceWorks and served on the
board for six years. This could be a challenge, as it meant driving from GE to Dayton for meetings. He embraced the challenge, led quietly with integrity, and helped Good Shepherd be a more loving and caring congregation. Stan truly served
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God by caring for others. Family, friends and community will treasure their lasting memories of Stan.
Lisa Edwards - Lisa lived her entire life just a few miles from Good Shepherd, in the city of Reading.
She attended Reading schools and St. John United Church of Christ with her parents, Alfred and
Mary Ann Edwards. As Lisa grew into adulthood, she searched for a church community with a robust young adult presence. After finding Good Shepherd, Lisa felt inspired and became an active
participant in the young adult group through service and worship.
Even with a new church home, Lisa continued through life to support her family’s connection to St.
John UCC. She worked at Bengals and Reds games for fundraising events. She served as a dedicated volunteer at the Washington UCC, near Camp Washington. She helped with their Christmas distribution, the store ministry, and with outreach programs such as the homework club. All of this
alongside continued involvement with Good Shepherd!
Lisa’s faith manifested itself through prayer and action. At Good Shepherd, participated in Bible Study and helped with
the picture directory. She served on the altar guild, bereavement team, and as a communion assistant. She taught Sunday School and evening VBS after work. She counted church offering with an eagle eye. Lisa helped plan the 2017 Reformation celebration and helped with the Women of Joy ministry. After Hurricane Katrina, she joined several mission trips
to rebuild New Orleans. She also helped with our own connection to the Interfaith Hospitality network. The desire to
serve led Lisa to participate in a community food pack for A Child’s Hope International and take part in the restoration
work of First Lutheran in OTR.
How she managed to do so much is a testament to Lisa’s gift of organization. She worked as an Administrative Assistant in different offices. Armed with practical skills, she even helped an inter-denominational organization, Church
Women United, in several ways. Her extraordinary office skills ushered their newsletter into distribution. Known as
someone who could come up with an Excel sheet in the blink of an eye, she eventually became the registrar for their
banquet.
In addition to the gift of service, Lisa demonstrated an intuitive kindness towards people of all abilities and ages. This
allowed others to feel welcome. She had an uncanny ability to befriend people who needed attention and company the
most. Lisa also prayed unceasingly for the needs of others, and steadily contributed to the prayer chain. It’s clear that
Lisa’s faith was firmly rooted in the spirit of God’s work, our hands. She will be dearly missed
by those inside and out of Good Shepherd.
Marjorie Eliasen - Marge and her brother spent their childhood in many places near and far,
even living in the American Southwest at one point. Their family returned to Cincinnati as
Marge became a teenager. Marge graduated from Withrow High School in 1954. She moved
to Miami, Florida shortly after graduation and worked as an Office Manager. Marge returned
to Cincinnati in 1975 and settled in the city of Maderia. She joined Good Shepherd in 1976, and
remained a faithful member for the next 44 years. Her professional life spanned a 28 year career at the US Court of Appeals Sixth Circuit. She retired in 1994 as a Deputy Clerk.
Being part of a community for more than four decades means you leave a lot of special memories in your wake. Marge
kept a gifted presence within the congregation. Friends knew and loved her wry, sassy sense of humor. They appreciated the smile and laugh that could illuminate her entire face, and eyes that sparkled in appreciation of humor. Marge
committed to friendships and enjoyed company, yet remained private in some ways. She held a keen interest in political
news and occasionally made jokes about events taking place in the world.
Marge lived a generous life. She happily brought friends to church, Bible Studies and Peace Circle. She volunteered with
Sunday School projects and helped cut out puppets for Taft Adopt a Class Christmas parties. She took an active part in
the church’s social ministry committee. Through one project, church members made birthday cakes for the developmentally disabled residents of the We Care Homes. Marge took part, and the service became integrated into her routine. She continued as a faithful blessing to those residents until retirement. When faced with mobility challenges later
in life, Marge purposefully found ways to give through charitable donations. Even in while praying with a friend, Marge
prioritized the needs of others over her own. She lived out her faith by putting herself last, with humble gratitude of
God’s love and care.
Church and faith stood as bookends in Marge’s life. Attending church became a highlight of her week. While at times
this could be a physical and logistical challenge, Marge walked in faith, facing each difficulty with determination. She
embraced the promise that God would sustain her in this life and forever. Marge will be missed as a special member
who was part of the Good Shepherd family for many years.
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