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Christmas at GSLC
Christmas Carol Parking Lot Event
Celebrate the coming season of Christmas on Sunday December 6th
at 4:45 pm in GSLC’s parking lot at our Christmas Carol extravaganza.
Members will enjoy singing carols while having the option to take
part in s’mores! We will end the night by singing “Silent Night” with
lit candles (battery operated and glowsticks provided). Unfortunately, the a cappella group , “No Promises”, will no longer be able to attend the event.
The whole event will last about 30 minutes, and is not to be missed! Space is limited to
accommodate social distancing. Masks are required while at the event (except while
eating those tasty s’mores). You must register for this event by calling the church office
or visiting Realm to sign up (if viewing the Horn as a PDF, click HERE to sign-up).
Contemplative Prayer Times
If you are longing for some alone time with God or if you miss being in our beautiful sanctuary, especially at Christmas, then we’ve got you covered. During the week of December 14 we are opening our sanctuary for you to come and spend time in contemplative
prayer. We will be providing small prayer cards for you to use during this time, or you
can just sit with God in silent meditation. Here is the schedule for when the church will
be open:
Monday Dec 14, 10am-2pm; Tues Dec 15, 6:30am-10am and 6pm-8pm; Thurs Dec 17 10am2pm, 6pm-8pm; Fri Dec 18 10am-2pm. There will always be a Good Shepherd staff in the
building. Come when you can, leave when you must.
For safety we ask that you sign in when you enter the building, get a quick temperature
check, wear your mask and use hand sanitizer which will be located at the sign-in table. Socially distanced seating will be marked. We pray this time will deepen your
awareness of God’s presence in your life, give you a chance to breath in God’s love, and
prepare your heart for the coming of Christ. If you have questions—or can’t make the
scheduled times but desire to pray, please contact the church office.
Christmas Eve Worship
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Christmas is going to look a lot different this year. People may not gather like they used
to, the sanctuary will be empty, and some will have fewer gifts under the tree. Still there
are meaningful things we can do that will honor what this season is all about. We can
reach out to folks and let them know they are missed. We can pray, opening ourselves
to God’s presence within us. We can still worship, albeit at home and virtually.
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SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)
We are all feeling a bit helpless these days…the pandemic, the pain of further racial troubles, personal situations that are distressing…all while having to stay apart as much as possible. If you are
at a point where you feel a strong need for someone to talk to…someone who will listen and not
judge, someone who will pray with you, someone who will keep it all confidential, please call
Mary Naylor at 891-1475 and she will set you up with a Stephen Minister who can walk with you
through this difficult period. You need not worry about an in-person meeting which should be
avoided during the Covid 19 scare. Our Stephen Ministers are staying in touch with those they are
“walking with” these days via telephone, FaceTiming or whatever other method they can use to be “with” the person
while social distancing.

Church News
Christmas Pictures Needed for Christmas Eve Video
As you decorate your home for Christmas, take a picture and send it to djones@goodshepherd.com. Deacon Debbie is
looking for pictures of Christmas trees, Advent Wreaths, Nativity Scenes and such to use for a special Christmas Eve Worship Video.
Shepherd’s Pantry
Just a reminder that anyone from Good Shepherd can access the Shepherd’ Pantry.
Holidays might be a hard time to stretch a budget. Folks might be reluctant to go
shopping, avoiding the virus. Good Shepherd has items to nourish and sustain. The
pantry is open for members to utilize from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm during normal office
hours. When you arrive, you may contact Pastor Pat if you need help opening the pantry. If you have any other questions about the pantry, please contact her at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com, or call her at 891-1700, ext. 111 to set up alternate time to
shop the pantry.
The Shepherd’s Pantry would also appreciate donations of toilet paper, sanitary gloves, and disinfectant cleaners or surface
wipes. You may drop off donations during normal office hours. Blessings to all who donate, and participate in our pantry.
Edge House Update
It has been a challenging semester for Edge House students and it looks like January will be
more of the same. Many have been isolated from friends and family and have needed to navigate new ways of learning and living. Our non-students have not been immune from the secondary effects of the pandemic as well. They, too, long for connection and a release from the compounded feelings of anxiety and loneliness.
People of GSLC, we ask you to extend the care that you have already given to the young people of the EH. To assuage the
isolation and loneliness experienced by them and to build relationships, we are launching our adopt a young person campaign.
What would this look like? A family or individual from GSLC would be matched with someone from the EH. At a minimum
you would send a card and a a gift card for coffee or another treat, and hold the young person in prayer. However, we hope
that this would develop into an intentional relationship with regular check-ins via notes, emails, or phone calls.

Please get back to us prior to December 20, if interested. For more information or to sign-up contact Matthew at assistant@edge-uc.org.
Another Way to Give to GSLC
One of our Good Shepherd members shared this helpful information regarding how he shares his generosity with Good
Shepherd and it might inspire others to do something similar:
“Often we are asked by a charitable organization to contribute. In today’s volatile markets and unstable economy it’s difficult to determine which charity to support. While I can’t offer a way to make this decision easier, I can suggest a giving
mechanism where 100% of your contribution is tax exempt. It’s a “win-win” for you and the charity.
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Today if you are at least 70 ½ years old and maintain an Individual Retirement Account (IRA),
a 100%, tax free distribution may be made from the IRA to Good Shepherd. It is called a
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). The QCD is considered part of the IRA’s annual Required Minimum Distribution (RMD). The QCD amount reduces the taxable value of the
RMD. Up to $100,000 per tax year may be excluded by QCD’s from the RMD value.
In 2018 Federal tax regulations nearly doubled the 2017 standard deduction on personal federal income tax. It also capped the state and local tax itemized deductions. The net result is
that many taxpayers choose the standard deduction and forego itemizing deductions. The
use of a Qualified Charitable Distribution permits a taxpayer owning an IRA to use the personal standard deduction while receiving 100% tax exemption on charitable contributions.
I’ve used QCD’s as a contribution source to Good Shepherd for the last two years. Once I set
up the account through my IRA custodian, it’s a matter of writing a check and submitting
paperwork to the church. It’s a winning combination for me and the church in that 100% of
my QCD contribution is available to Good Shepherd. Yes, it does require time and effort to
use QCD’s. But I look it as an even exchange in obtaining a 100% tax exempt contribution to
the church. By no means does this article cover all the aspects of using Qualified Charitable
Distributions. It is much more detailed than this space and time permit. Search on Qualified
Charitable Distributions, QCD’s, and Individual Retirement Accounts in your favorite web
browser or see IRS publication 590-B.

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

Lastly, contact the individual at your financial institution who handles your IRA. She or he
will be your best source in answering your questions and setting up your QCD transfer account.”

End Of The Year Giving
We are coming to the end of a year that has been like no other for our church family. The
pandemic has caused us to change how we worship, how we do ministry, and how we care
for each other. One thing that has not changed is your generosity. You have remained
faithful in your support, which has allowed us to be faithful in supporting our many community partners and offered resources for us to pivot how we do ministry in these challenging
times. Thank you for your trust in God’s provision.

We are rooted in the Bible.

The end of 2020 will bring a new challenge. As is true in most congregations, December is
typically the month in which we receive the most offerings which help support our ministry
for the rest of the year. We are trusting the same for this year. Even though we cannot
worship in person, we ask you to continue to make generous offerings at the end of this
year, as you have done in the past. You can send your check to the church office, or give
online via Realm (https://onrealm.org/GoodShepherdLut/-/give/now).

Grace

You can also give a gift of stock before then end of the year, which may have favorable tax
savings for you. We have a very simple process to receive your stock into our Vanguard account and can get you the information needed. Also, see the article on “Leaving a Legacy”
for information about giving through your IRA. Please talk to your financial advisor to determine what steps are best for you to take. Let Pastor Heidi hjohns@goodshepherd.com or
Dean Rankey, financialsecretary@goodshepherd.com know if you have questions specific
to GSLC.
Dear Good Shepherd Family:
Thank you so much for your outpouring of support these past weeks. Even as
our family grieves the unexpected loss of Matthew we have been uplifted by your
prayers and care. We are happy to share that Matthew’s wife Anna has mostly
recovered from the injuries she sustained in the car accident. Your faith-full prayers have
helped there, too. Truly, our Good Shepherd Family is a blessing. We look forward to when we
are fully together in-person soon, when COVID allows. It will be a time of joyous reunion and
celebration.
With Love - David & Mary Adams and Helen & Carroll Grimes

Our Core Values
Unconditional love

Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning

3

From Pastor Heidi
Dear Beloved Good Shepherd Family—
My heart is full of love and care for you as I write this letter. It has been over eight
months since most of us have been together in person to worship and offer mutual support to one another. While I truly long for the day that we can gather again in our beautiful sanctuary, I appreciate your patience with our decision to not meet inside for worship during these past months. Thank you for the ways you have continued to support
and engage with our ministry including online worship, parking lot services (you are such
good sports!), outreach initiatives and your very generous, ongoing financial support. Your faithfulness to our mission and your trust in God’s guidance and provision is inspiring.

I am writing to update you on recent discussions by the COVID Task Force and the Council regarding meeting for indoor worship. In early October it was our hope and our plan to resume indoor worship on November 29, the first
Sunday in Advent. Since that time the numbers of people locally infected with the virus have increased dramatically, our Governor has asked Ohioans to limit gatherings and many of our schools have gone back to virtual learning.
So, for now, we have made the difficult decision to suspend those plans for indoor, in person worship.
This decision will also include our Christmas Eve worship services, which will be held completely online this year. For
many of us, Christmas Eve provides a touch stone for our faith and a comfort in challenging times. Please know we
are already working to provide meaningful worship for Christmas Eve through our online worship resources and
have a full slate of ways for you to engage in faith practices during the season of Advent (see the attachment with
this email). We did not make this decision lightly, but took into consideration the large crowds that attend our
Christmas services and felt that we would either have to sacrifice safety or turn many people away. Neither felt like
a faithful choice.
While this is certainly disappointing news, we make this decision out of love for you and care for our community.
We also speak from experience. A few weeks ago we were honored to support a family by holding a funeral for
their loved one. There were fewer than a dozen people in attendance and they were socially distanced and wearing
masks. One family member tested positive for COVID a couple of days after the funeral. This led to Pastor Pat and I
needing to quarantine and get tested. I tested negative. Pastor Pat tested positive. We are grateful that both Pastor Pat and the member of the funeral family had relatively mild symptoms, but both experienced extreme fatigue.
This demonstrated to our team the need to keep gatherings small even when taking precautions, and further convinced us that holding large in-building gatherings is not yet in the best interest of our members.
As for the road ahead, the COVID Task Force continues to meet every other week to discuss the situation in our community and how to best proceed. Markers we are watching include Hamilton County moving out of the “red” designation, or at least having a few weeks of lowering numbers for infections and hospitalizations. We are also extremely hopeful at recent news regarding the availability of a vaccine in the near future.
We trust that God is guiding us—we continue to count on your support and faithfulness—and we know that the
day is coming when we will gather together again as a church family in joyful worship and mutual support. Thanks
for your continued prayers and care for each other. If you have questions or concerns I hope you will contact me
either through email hjohns@goodshepherd.com or by phone (513) 891-1700, or talk with one of the other Pastors.

God is leading us through this, and is calling us to continue our mission to share God’s grace, grow our faith and
serve others. Together we will do just that.
God’s peace and love to you all,
Pastor Heidi Johns
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Outreach
updates
Quilt Donations`
Thank you all of the members who
have used their passions around sewing and other fabric work to bring joy
and comfort to those in our community. Here are some pictures of your love
being used in our community. If you
have any interest in helping with these
programs, please contact one of the
pastors or Koben Hinman.

Small Groups
Walk Talk Pray
Walk, Talk, Pray Eastside Edition will be meeting on Sunday afternoons in December at 3 in the
afternoon. To get the details about where to meet each Sunday in December, please don’t hesitate to email Tracey Long, tracey.long@yahoo.com, Danelle Buelsing, danelle@letitshine.biz or
Kristin Kalsem, kalsem.kristin@gmail.com. Be sure to get a walk in with others from GSLC before Christmas. It is a wonderful way to decompress and prepare for the upcoming week. All
are welcome to join.
MOPS
Join MOPs this December to hear a talk from Pastor Larry. December 8th at 7 via Zoom meeting. Please contact us at mops513@gmail.com or on Facebook for the link or with questions.
Literature & Our Faith
Literature and Our Faith had a well-attended and enjoyable Zoom meeting to discuss our November selection. We will continue at least one more month on Zoom with our annual Christmas gathering. Our book for the December 14th Zoom party
is "Gingerbread" by Helen Oyeyemi: "Influenced by the mysterious place gingerbread holds in classic children's stories--equal
parts wholesome and uncanny, from the tantalizing witch's house in "Hansel and Gretel" to the man-shaped confection who
one day decides to run as fast as he can--beloved novelist Helen Oyeyemi invites readers into a delightful tale of a surprising
family legacy, in which the inheritance is a recipe”.
We will gather at 7:30 p.m. Come join us! (Reading the book is never a requirement for good conversation). Folks are encouraged to wear Christmas-themed clothing and bring a cup of eggnog to enjoy in front of your computer.
Please let Karen Mazzei know by email, kmazzei@hotmail.com or phone 513-290-8819 if you would like to join us.

Moms of Faith
"... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith." ~Romans 1:12
Moms of Faith will be resuming their Bible study that they started last year. They were in the middle of "Twelve More
Women of the Bible". In addition, they will continue to meet outside as long as they can do so. They believe It helps to get
out of their houses and have some face to face contact.
For more information about Moms of Faith, please contact Lisa Meili by emailing her at larm@cinci.rr.com. She can give
you an update on their latest plans.
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We are overjoyed to welcome these new members into our church family, as they join our
mission to Share God’s Grace, Grow Our Faith and Serve Others. Welcome to Good Shepherd!
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Please register for any Adult Faith Formation via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd or 891-1700, x. 120.

Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman
A contemplative book study facilitated by Jen Jarman and Katie Zink
It is said that Martin Luther King, Jr. carried three texts with him everywhere he went – a
copy of the Bible, a copy of the United States Constitution and a copy of “Jesus and the
Disinherited”. Grounded in a message of renewal through self-love as exemplified by the life of Jesus, this influential book
shaped the Civil Rights Movement and speaks to us today as Christians struggling with the same issues of poverty, racism
and spiritual disengagement as experienced by Thurman and King 50-plus years ago.
This Wednesday evening combination book study and contemplative practice will serve as a vehicle for examining how God
is at work in our own lives and how our faith calls us towards a vision of unity.

Wednesday evenings via Zoom: January 27th, February 3rd and February 10th at 7pm.
Register via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com

Youth and Family Ministry
Summer Camp 2021
While it may seem odd to even think about registering for Summer Camp 2021, perhaps a booster shot of faith formation is
what we are all in need of, especially after a summer without summer camp. Since the arrival of the COVID-19 virus, our
camping organizations (Camp Luther and Lutheridge) have worked diligently to adapt and implement the CDC’s safety
guidelines for camps to welcome campers in 2021 and GSLC hopes to be some of those campers.
Join Jen Jarman for a Camp Curious Information Session on either Sunday, December 13th or on January 10th at 4:30pm via
Google Meet to learn more about both YOUTH and FAMILY summer camp options for Summer 2021. Contact Jen for the
Google Meet Code at jjarman@goodshepherd.com or RSVP via REALM.
Flock Alumni - Service of Light
Monday, December 21, 2020 at 6:45pm in the GSLC Parking Lot
All Flock Alumni are invited to attend an outdoor Service of Light held on the Winter Solstice. This will be a sacred space for
reflection, an acceptance of where we are and holding out healing and hope for our future. Please contact Jen Jarman
(jjarman@goodshepherd.com or 513-257-7577) to reserve your candle and don’t forget to bring your own chair.

BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
No Confirmation Sunday School Dec. 27th in observance of the Christmas holiday.
Coming Next Month
• No Confirmation Sunday School Jan. 3rd in observance of the New Year’s holiday.
• Confirmation Parent Coffee on Sunday, January 31st at 10:00am via Zoom
•

Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
FLOCK Monthly Virtual Check-In: Thursday, December 3rd at 7:08pm via Google Meet. Theme: ADVENT.
FLOCK Virtual Christmas Party: Saturday, December 12th at 8:00pm via Google Meet. Who said you can’t show off
your ugly Christmas sweater this year? All ugly Christmas sweaters will be welcomed during this evening of festive
games, door-prizes and maybe an impromptu sing-a-long.
Coming Next Month
• Epiphany Mystery Art Project: January 6th – January 31st.
• FLOCK Monthly Virtual Check-In: Thursday, January 7th at 7:08pm via Google Meet.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, January 9th from 10am – Noon.
•
•
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