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Christmas gift program
Good Shepherd, you knocked it out of the park with this year’s
Christmas Gift Program donating nearly $12,000 in cash and
gift donations! WOW! We supported three partner ministries
this year: Interparish Ministries, Interfaith Hospitality Network
and Taft Elementary. We were able to provide everything we
promised to each organization and took on even more opportunities to give.
For Taft Elementary we provided a toy, socks, blanket and
stuffed animal for each of our 49 adopt a class students. In
addition, we provided gifts to the teachers (in the form of gift
cards) and toys and other items for Taft’s Tiger Store (a place
where students can earn gifts for good works or grades). On
top of that, the Good Shepherd Nursery School collected an
abundance of new hats and mittens and we received a special
$1000 gift to be used for the Taft Elementary Food Pantry.
You can read more about our ministry at Taft Elementary on
page 2.
For InterFaith Hospitality Network, we provided individual
gifts and gift cards to 12 families currently being housed in a
hotel due to the pandemic. Family members received clothing, gifts, toys or items, and gift cards to help with their day to
day needs.
For Interparish Ministries we provided 30 Christmas stockings, each valued at about $60.
Each stocking contained a $25 gift card and several age-appropriate gifts.
Because of your generosity, after every single gift, gift card, and materials were purchased we still have money left over (about $5,000)! We will be working with each organization to share your donations to empower their ministry beyond Christmas needs
and will be able to continue to show God’s love to those served by these organizations.
What a blessing you are!
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Church News
Shepherd’s Pantry
Despite the limited times to access the Good Shepherd due to the pandemic, we are happy to say that our Shepherd’s Pantry still serves! Donations have been steadily arriving throughout the weeks. It is amazing that
laundry products, other cleaning and sanitizing products, and numerous
personal care items have been donated. Food items continue to come to
in as well. Your generosity is heart-warming! Thank you for all your kindness in 2020, inspired by the Holy Spirit. Look for news in 2021 about improvements to come for our wonderful pantry!
The Shepherd’s Pantry is open for members to shop during normal office hours (9:00 am – 3:00 pm). If you need help
opening the pantry when you arrive, please contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or (513) 891-1700 (ext 111).
Additionally, contact Pastor Pat with any questions about the Shepherd’s Pantry or to set-up an alternative time to shop.
Members are welcome to drop off donations for the pantry during normal office hours
Lent 2021
It is hard to believe but Ash Wednesday is coming up on February 17th. We are in the midst of planning our theme for this
year’s small group study and we hope you will join a group. We know that we will have groups that meet on Zoom and we
will continue to monitor the pandemic for the possibility of some groups meeting in person at the church.
Another way you can be involved in the season of Lent is to write one of our Daily Devotions. In each of the two Congregational Pulse Surveys members participated in, you consistently rated our Daily Devotions very highly - as something that
you found meaningful. The most read devotions have tended to be those written by YOU, members of the congregation!
Do you feel God nudging you to pen to paper (or fingers to keyboard) to share a short (300-350 word) reflection on your
faith? Contact Pastor Heidi at hjohns@goodshepherd.com and she can fill you in on all the specifics on how to help!

Outreach Updates
Taft Elementary
December was an active month for us at Taft Elementary! Thanks to the congregation’s generosity, we packed a bag with a toy, sweatshirt, socks, blanket and stuffed animal for each of
our 49 students. Bags were delivered to school and the teachers made sure parents had directions on how to retrieve the gift at school. The Good Shepherd Nursery School families
generously donated a Christmas Tree full of mittens, gloves and hats that filled two large
trash bags for their trip to Taft Elementary! They will be distributed to children in need
throughout the cold weather. We feel so blessed by the generosity of the congregation and
nursery school families.
We had our first adopt a class program of the school year. It was not our usual visit with numerous volunteers but was appropriate while school is all online. Miss Mary read a Christmas
story to our second and third grade classes and Miss Sue told the children about how to pick
up their Christmas presents at school. How wonderful it was to see the children’s faces and to
talk with them. The children enjoyed the story so much that we plan on another virtual story
time with the children in January.
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Thank You Good Shepherd!
For remembering your church staff at Christmas! Your gifts, cards, cookies,
words of encouragement and prayers gave us strength during this Holiday season that was like no other! We are grateful for your love and care, and your
patience as we continue to discern the best and safest ways to be the church in these days.
Your kindness is a reminder of the power of community, and walking the road together.
-Peace and love, Your Grateful Church Staff
My Dear Beloved Church Family,
Thank you for all the ways you supported and encouraged me during my brother Stan’s illness and finally his death. Your prayers, cards, texts, emails, and calls helped to sustained
me and my family through a very challenging time. Stan was my oldest brother, 13 years my
senior. He was still working as a forester, spending his days amongst the trees of the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan, a place he dearly loved. He was active and healthy. It was very surprising to us that this virus could have such power over him and eventually lead to his death.

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

As so many of you reminded me over the past few weeks, our God has ultimately conquered
death. Even as Stan was alone in the hospital for nearly a month due to restrictions, God
was with him through the courage and dedication of the hospital staff. I trust he was comforted and given peace through your prayers as God drew near to him in those last days of
his life. We are grateful that my sister-in-law and nephew were allowed to be with Stan
when he died, as they were able to say goodbye and entrust him to God’s care.
Even in these days of mourning, we are filled with hope knowing that through the death and
resurrection of Jesus there is the promise of a new, resurrected life for Stan and all of us.
Thank you for being the Body of Christ to us as you prayed for and loved us through a difficult time. You are truly a blessing, and the very hands and feet of Christ.
-Pastor Heidi Johns

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values

Thank You Church Friends,
Thank you so much to all my church friends for all the well wishes and thinking of me while I
was recovering from my fall. I am doing a lot better but my right hip will take sometime to
heal. Your greetings and phone calls always make me feel a lot better.
It is a Blessing to have so many caring friends

Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness

Wishing all of you a Blessed Holiday and a Healthy 2021.
-Hugs to all, Erika Thiele

SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL
MEMBERS (CFAM)
We are all feeling a bit helpless these days…the pandemic, the pain
of further racial troubles, personal situations that are distressing…all
while having to stay apart as much as possible. If you are at a point
where you feel a strong need for someone to talk to…someone who
will listen and not judge, someone who will pray with you, someone
who will keep it all confidential, please call Mary Naylor at 891-1475
and she will set you up with a Stephen Minister who can walk with you through this difficult
period. You need not worry about an in-person meeting which should be avoided during
the Covid 19 scare. Our Stephen Ministers are staying in touch with those they are “walking
with” these days via telephone, FaceTiming or whatever other method they can use to be
“with” the person while social distancing.

Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning
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From Pastor Heidi
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. - John 1
Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” - Matthew 5
During the days of Christmas, I probably listened to a dozen Christmas Eve sermons
online. This is one of the unexpected blessings of the pandemic for me—having access to listen to such a wide
variety of sermons, including from clergy friends that have put their services online in recent months. The vast
majority of those Christmas Eve sermons were comforting and/or inspiring. It did my soul good to sit with the
Christmas story in this way, this year.
However, my favorite Christmas message came not from a Pastor, but
from Queen Elizabeth. In her annual Christmas broadcast (link here:
https://youtu.be/OZbCRN3C_Hs), she talked about how we celebrate
Christmas by turning on the lights, and that light does more than create a
festive mood, light also brings hope. The Queen spoke openly about her
Christian faith and how, for Christians, Jesus is the light of the world. She
even stated that the teachings of Jesus are her inner light. She spoke
about how she has witnessed that light being shared during this dark time
of pandemic as people have stepped forward to care for each other. If you get a chance to listen, you may also
find her words inspiring.
Light brings hope. In the church year, the season of Epiphany fills the weeks between Christmas and Lent.
Epiphany is the season of light, a growing light that reveals the presence of Christ among us. I am so grateful for
you, dear Church. You are carrying the light of Christ into our community even as you carry the light of Christ to
each other. Your generous response to this year’s Christmas Gift program raised nearly $12,000 in cash and gifts
for folks in our community who may be a bit short on hope right now. You also found creative and heartfelt
ways in recent months to support those in our church family who may be feeling lonely or discouraged in these
days of isolation. All reflections of the light of Jesus, who has come into the world.

As we turn the calendar to a new year, we know that challenges with the
pandemic are still ahead of us. Even so, we live in hope. Hope that Jesus has
come to shatter even the darkest of times. Hope that, as Jesus said, when
we let our light shine before others we glorify God in heaven. In 2021 let’s
continue to let the light of Christ shine through us, by loving and serving our
neighbor.
In her Christmas broadcast the Queen referenced the story Jesus told about
the Good Samaritan. A story of kindness that reminds us that we are all
equal and special in God’s eyes. Together we share the mission to share Christ’s light with those who may be
despairing. I am grateful to be on this mission with you. Thank you, dear Good Shepherd family, for being clear
reflections of the light Jesus brings, you continue to be my ongoing inspiration.
God’s peace and love to you all,
Pastor Heidi Johns
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Small Groups
Walk Talk Pray
Want to Walk in the Woods? In the Winter? If you want an invigorating start to 2021, join us for the Good Shepherd Winter
Walk, Talk, Pray Series
Several of us have been hiking through the woods all over the Cincinnati area since July. It has been a wonderful and safe
way to share devotions and conversation, while getting some good exercise and exploring new parks and trails. In January, we are scheduling a couple of longer two-hour hikes, interspersed with our usual one-hour offerings. Why don't you
bundle up and join us!
Here is our January schedule (weather permitting):
• Sunday, January 3rd from 2:00-3:00: Johnson Hills Park
• Sunday, January 10th from 2:00-4:00: Sharon Woods
• Sunday, January 17th from 2:00-3:00: Burnet Woods
• Sunday, January 24th from 2:00-4:00: Winton Woods
• Sunday, January 31st from 2:00-3:00: Sawyer Point
We will be walking on trails, not pavement, so wear appropriate shoes and be prepared for a little scrambling. Please try to
arrive about 10 minutes early so that we can start devotions right on time and get moving! If you are interested in trying
this out or think you might be, send an email to Tracey Long at tracey.long@yahoo.com and we will add you to our email
list. We will send details about where specifically to meet each week.
We hope you will consider this opportunity TO GET OUTDOORS and enjoy God's beautiful creation.
Danelle Buelsing, Kristin Kalsem, and Tracey Long
MOPS
Need a reset after this year? Join MOPS January 12th as we look back at 2020 and reflect on not only on what
sucked, but what we can be thankful for! We are meeting via Zoom at 6pm and will also be sharing some of our
own life hacks for parenting and virus survival. Please contact mops513@gmail.com or check us out on Facebook for the zoom link.
Literature & Our Faith
Join Literature and Our Faith on January 18th at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom as we discuss "Stay" by Catherine Ryan Hyde. "An unforgettable novel about the power of friendship and kindness by the New York Times bestselling author of Pay It Forward."
Our February 15th selection is "The Stationary Shop" by Marjan Kamali, and our March 15th read is "The Book of Longings"
by Sue Monk Kidd.
We will gather at 7:30 p.m. Come join us! (Reading the book is never a requirement for good conversation). please let Karen Mazzei know by email, kmazzei@hotmail.com or phone 513-290-8819 if you would like to join us.

Moms of Faith
"... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith." ~Romans 1:12
Moms of Faith will be resuming their Bible study that they started last year. They were in the middle of "Twelve More
Women of the Bible". In addition, they will continue to meet outside as long as they can do so. They believe It helps to get
out of their houses and have some face to face contact.
For more information about Moms of Faith, please contact Lisa Meili by emailing her at larm@cinci.rr.com. She can give
you an update on their latest plans.
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Please register for any Adult Faith Formation via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd or 891-1700, x. 120.

Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman
A contemplative book study facilitated by Jen Jarman and Katie Zink
It is said that Martin Luther King, Jr. carried three texts with him everywhere he went – a
copy of the Bible, a copy of the United States Constitution and a copy of “Jesus and the
Disinherited”. Grounded in a message of renewal through self-love as exemplified by the
life of Jesus, this influential book shaped the Civil Rights Movement and speaks to us today
as Christians struggling with the same issues of poverty, racism and spiritual disengagement as experienced by Thurman and King 50-plus years ago.
This combination book study and contemplative practice will serve as a vehicle for examining how God is at work in our own lives and how our faith calls us towards a vision of unity.
Wednesday evenings via Zoom: January 27th, February 3rd and February 10th at 7pm.
Register via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com
Reading the Bible Through Six Lenses
Pastor Pete Rudowski will offer a six-week virtual bible study focusing on six ways to read the Bible. These weekly discussions are for those who want to begin or increase their Bible reading, as well as for longtime readers who want to review
the basics of Bible reading and perhaps add a new insight or two on how to read the Bible. For both groups, the purpose
of these discussions is to enhance the Bible reading experience. The six lenses include the following themes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reading The Bible For Expectations
Reading The Bible As A Collection Of Apps
Reading The Bible As An Evolution Of Faith
Reading The Bible As The Medium Is The Message
Reading The Bible As Niche Marketing
Reading The Bible As Examples Of Leadership

This weekly bible study will be hosted by Pastor Pete via the Zoom platform on Monday mornings at 10am, starting January
18, 2021.
Register via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com
Bible Babes
Remember that Bible Babes meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 10 am for a time of Bible study and fellowship. If you have questions about this group, contact Anne Miller or Jen Jarman.
On a separate note, thanks to the generosity of the group, two goats, a flock of chicks and a rooster, a colony of honeybees, and uniforms and school fees for two girls were purchased through the ELCA Good Gifts program. What a wonderful way to share love during this holiday season! Bible Babes truly is a special group!
Anti-Racism 101
Tuesdays, January 5 – January 19, 2021 from 7:00pm – 8:30pm via Zoom
Recent protests in Cincinnati and all around the world have again shown us how poorly our black siblings are still treated.
How can we as Christians respond faithfully? Why do we feel so defensive? What do all these words like "privilege" or
"BIPOC" or "defund" mean on the ground?
Join Pastor Alice and Matthew Petersen for a three-session intro-level class to learn more about what’s going on and to
begin engaging with what we can do. (Each class is scheduled to be 1 1/2 hours long, but the participants in the last iterations were so engaged, we may need a little bit more time to explore, so please make a note of that.) Class is free and will
be conducted over Zoom. If you have friends or coworkers who would like too participate, they are welcome--please add
them as "named guests." Because of the depth and intimacy of the subject matter, we expect potential attendees to be
present for all three classes. (This class will be repeated in the next month or two, fyi.)
Register via REALM to receive the Zoom link.
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm

4th Grade
•

•
•

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, January 31st at 4:00pm for the digital 4th Grade Bible Workshop. The
presentation of Bibles will occur via a porch drop-off the week prior to the Workshop. Both current 4th grade students and their parents are then invited to attend the Bible Workshop via Zoom, hosted by Pastor Pat. A letter
with more details will be mailed the first week of January 2021 to all current 4th grade families. We look forward
to seeing Benjamin Arora,Isabella Davenport, Brodie Disher, Lillian Holdt, Mia Hoops, Phoebe Johnson, Claire
Messner, Elias Pera, Isaac Pera, and Tyson Willke for this Faith Milestone.

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
No Confirmation Sunday School Jan. 3rd in observance of the New Year’s holiday.
Confirmation Parent Coffee hosted by Pastor Pat on Sunday, January 31st at 10:00am via Zoom. Bring your cup of
joe and your feedback with you to this conversation about your child’s experience with our Confirmation ministry
at GSLC. *No Confirmation Sunday School for students due to Parent Coffee.

Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
• Epiphany Mystery Art Project: January 6th – January 31st. Reserve your Mystery Art Kit by emailing Jen Jarman at
jjarman@goodshepherd.com with the number of boxes you want. Boxes will be delivered prior to January 6th.
• FLOCK Monthly Virtual Check-In: Thursday, January 7th at 7:08pm via Google Meet.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, January 9th from 10am – Noon.
Coming Next Month
• FLOCK Monthly Virtual Check-In: Thursday, February 4th at 7:08pm via Google Meet.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, February 13th from 10am – Noon.
• Flock Cooking Challenge: Sunday, February 21st at 4pm in your own kitchen, but with Flock friends via Google
Meet.

Youth and Family Ministry
Summer Camp 2021

While it may seem odd to even think about registering for Summer Camp 2021, perhaps a booster shot of faith formation is
what we are all in need of, especially after a year without summer camp. Since the arrival of the COVID-19 virus, our camping organizations (Camp Luther and Lutheridge) have worked diligently to adapt and implement the CDC’s safety guidelines for camps to welcome campers in 2021 and GSLC hopes to be some of those campers.
Join Jen Jarman for a Camp Curious Information Session on January 17th (NEW DATE) at 4:30pm via Google Meet to learn
more about both YOUTH and FAMILY summer camp options for Summer 2021. Contact Jen for the Google Meet Code at
jjarman@goodshepherd.com or RSVP via REALM.
Manna + Family Worship
Manna + Family Worship = our COVID-style faith practice hour for all ages where we feed our faith and follow Jesus. During
this Epiphany season, our interactive outdoor gatherings will help point us towards how Jesus is revealed in the world. Join
us on the following Sundays at our new time – 4:00pm in the GSLC parking lot.
•
•

Sunday, January 10th at 4:00pm: Baboushka Folktale Live-Action Family Play
Sunday, January 24th at 4:00pm: Epiphany Quest Family Scavenger Hunt

All Manna + Family Worship outdoor gatherings are weather dependent and will follow at GSLC COVID Safety Protocols.
We ask all families to RSVP via REALM to let us know you are coming.
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