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Join a Lenten small group
Mission Possible: Share, Grow, Serve is the theme for our Lenten small groups this year.
Good Shepherd’s mission statement is: “We seek to be a caring Christian community
where we share God’s Grace, Grow Our Faith and Serve Others”. We use this statement
to determine and discern which direction our mission takes. Our Mission isn’t just for
Sunday’s, it’s a way of life. In order for our church’s mission to mean anything it needs to
take on flesh in your life , even Monday through Saturday.
For five weeks during Lent, we invite you to join a small group where you will talk and
dream about how this mission can breathe life into you! All of our groups will meet on
Zoom this year and you have many days and times to choose from. If you are not familiar
with Zoom, but have a computer, we can help talk you through how to join a group. You
can click on the Sign-up Genius link (below) to view when groups are meeting and to register for the group of your choosing. If you prefer to sign up over the phone just call the
church office and we will get you registered.
Here is the link to register:
gslc1.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4BAFAF2AA75-

Groups will be meeting on: Sundays at 10am; Mondays at 7pm; Tuesdays at 7:30am; Tuesdays at 7pm; Wednesdays at Noon and 8pm (for families with school age children) Fridays
at Noon and 7pm.
Since we are meeting via Zoom you can invite friends or relatives from around the country to join a group! Feel free to send them the link!

Ash Wednesday - Ashes available!
This year, our Ash Wednesday service will be streamed online on February 17th beginning
at noon. The service will include the imposition of Ashes and Communion, lasting about
30 minutes. You can also view the service anytime after 12 pm if that works better for
your schedule. Ashes can be picked up M-F 9am-3pm or Sundays 9am-Noon in the
church lobby. If you would prefer to have them mailed, please contact the church office:
513.891.1700 or email office@goodshepherd.com.
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Church News
How is GSLC doing financially?
We have our financial statement complete through December 31, 2020 as of this issue of the Horn. At the end of December
we are four months into our fiscal year. Here is some of our financial data for this year and last year:
Year

December Income

YTD Income

YTD Expenses

YTD Surplus

2019

$157,678

$456,074

$393,820

$62,254

2020

$155,675

$423,958

$374,534

$49,424

Thank you for your ongoing financial support of our ministry. Your gifts allow our ministry to thrive and impact lives.
Will Your Generosity Leave a Legacy?
Many of you reading this already support Good Shepherd with your ongoing weekly, monthly or annual gifts. Your generosity puts flesh on our mission to Share, Grow, and Serve. You truly are an important part of the generosity of our congregation. We are grateful for your gifts, which are your testimony to your faith in the generosity of God.
Have you ever considered giving a gift that would continue to bless our mission even after your death? We are putting together a small team of folks who will facilitate getting you information and resources on how to remember Good Shepherd
in your estate planning. If you are generous now with your gifts, why not later? Watch for a very short survey coming your
way later in February to help us understand where we should start on our journey for the planned giving program.

Stephen Ministry News
Are you experiencing pandemic fatigue—that feeling of being mentally and emotionally
exhausted by everything that’s going on right now? We all facing different kinds of life
challenges during these times—
•
•
•
•
•
•

Isolation and loneliness;
Anxiety over health;
Grief;
Juggling work, childcare, and schooling responsibilities;
Financial strain and job loss;
Uncertainty about the future . . .

The list goes on. It is no wonder we may be hit by pandemic fatigue. But you do not
have to go through it alone. If you or someone you care about is experiencing difficulties like these, our Stephen Ministers
are ready to listen, care, encourage and be there to offer support.
A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately—by phone, by video chat, or possibly in person when it is safe to do so—to
focus on you and your needs. It’s completely confidential, and it offers real care, comfort and hope.
You can find out more by calling Mary Naylor at 513-891-1475. The GSLC Stephen Ministers stand ready to walk with you.
News from the Edge House
2021 is off to a great start at your ministry for students and young adults. The house continues
to be closed, but we are engaging folks in new and familiar ways. We created a new Sunday
evening online experience (the Edge House at Home), complete with home worship kits. Alice
met some new students at the online org fair at UC and via Instagram and Matthew has been
planning an online meditation group at C-State with a faculty member. Eight small groups will be meeting via Zoom, PowerPoint, and even Nintendo Switch! Alice and Matthew completed another session of Antiracism 101 and a 201 group is
beginning in February. We are grateful for the letters to our community members and the continued prayers and support
of this vibrant ministry.
(Church News continued on Page 3)
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Church News Continued
Welcome to Trevor!

Our Mission

With grateful hearts we welcomed little Trevor into the
community of faith this past weekend. We encourage all
of GSLC to hold this family in prayer as they live into the
Covenant of Baptism.

Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...

Valentine’s Day is coming up on Sunday February 14th, which provides an excellent opportunity for us to send out some love to each other! Will you consider sending out a Valentine
card (or 10) to members of Good Shepherd? You can simply let your “someones” know that
they are a beloved part of our church family and that you are thinking of them! We have Valentines for you to pick up in the church lobby Monday-Friday from 9am to 3pm or on Sunday
mornings from 9am to noon. Or you can let us know you need some and we will drop them
off at your house for you to address and send! Talk to Pastor Heidi or Pastor Pat if you have
ideas about who to send them to. And tell us how many you sent out! Thank you for sharing
the love of Christ. Happy Valentine’s Day.

SHARE God’s grace;

Operation Send L

VE

GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

COVID TASK FORCE UPDATE
It’s hard to believe that we are coming up on 11 months since we last held worship
services in our sanctuary. Our decision to continue to worship virtually is our prayerful response to the question, “how can we best care for each other and our neighbor
in these challenging times?” By not meeting in-person, we are acknowledging that in
-person worship would produce greater risks for spreading the virus - not only to
those who come into our sanctuary, but also to those that our worshippers would
come into contact with afterwards.
When we made the decision to discontinue in-person worship on March 15, 2020, we
could not have imagined that this best practice would continue until now. It has
been a long and challenging “season”. However, our community has pulled together in the name of Christ during these challenging times. We’ve even learned a little
bit about ourselves during this time: your faithful response has revealed your patience, resiliency, generosity, and a willingness to try new things. You remain engaged with our mission and eagerly participate in special outreach opportunities.
You care for one another in creative ways. Your love for God and neighbor is a beacon of hope as you trust that God’s presence is guiding us. It is true that our building
has been (mostly) closed, but with God’s help our ministry and mission continue.
Our COVID Task Force continues to meet every other week to review the local data
on the coronavirus pandemic, both in Hamilton County and the surrounding areas.
Recently, Hamilton County was designated “purple” by the State’s risk-assessment
system - the highest level of concern. While the county has since returned to a “red”
designation, the Task Force has determined that the best way to care for our neighbor is to continue to meet virtually until Hamilton County drops to an “orange” designation.
The Task Force is also continually discerning how to help the congregation stay connected, sharing ideas for initiatives and steps forward. With the change in Council
leadership in the fall our Task Force also has some new faces. The current members
are: Hans Schwarz (Chair), Karen Eller, Jim Messner, Tracey Long, Dave Dietrichson,
Chris Fitz and Pastor Heidi. Thanks to Karen Mazzei who concluded her term in October, and thanks to all the members of the Task Force for their faithful leadership in
this important time.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning
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Outreach Updates
Taft Elementary
Since the virtual visits Good Shepherd hosted with our adopted classes in December
were so successful, our 2nd and 3rd grade teachers asked us to “visit” once again in
January. On Friday, January 22nd, Taft ministry team members Becky Barnaclo, Carolyn Kercsmar and Sue Matz led a visit with our 3rd grade students and then Bill and
Kathy Shuman, Mary Naylor and Sue Matz did the same for our 2nd grade students.
Each visit began with an ice-breaker activity that challenged the students to draw all
the parts of a snowman - with their eyes closed - and share their drawings. As you
can imagine, there were some funny and interesting drawings, some revealing that
not all students kept their eyes completely covered! It was a fun activity to emphasize the value of our eyesight. Next, the
ministry team members read to the students a book written by LeBron James titled, “I Promise.” It is a lively and inspiring
picture book that reminded students that tomorrow’s success starts with the promises we make to ourselves and our community today. In addition, the book emphasizes Taft’s new school expectations of Kindness, Respect, Safety and Scholarship, all of which are currently being introduced throughout the school. Although each visit was 30 minutes, it was funfilled and meaningful time with our students and teachers.
The Taft ministry team is expected to host a Zoom planning call in early February to discuss what virtual activities we could
offer in celebration of Black History month. If you have ideas for activities and/or are interested in joining the Taft ministry
team, please contact either Sue Matz (sgmatz13@gmail.com or 513-646-6928) or Beth Townsend
(beth.townsend@me.com or 513-607-0135). We would love to have you!
Christmas Gift Program Keeps Giving
Way To Go Good Shepherd! Hooray! Because of YOUR generosity we made all the requested purchases for our three ministry partners for the Christmas Gift program and we still had about $4,000 left over! That money is being divided among
the programs we supported.
Interfaith Hospitality Network will be using our extra gift for their aftercare services. After a family leaves the shelter there
is a needed time of transition to more stable housing, especially in navigating unexpected financial burdens like medical
expenses and job loss. Help offered at this stage in a family’s life can help them maintain stable housing. The program we
are supporting provides short-term, one-time assistance for things such as utility application fees, bus tickets, car repairs,
school/work uniforms, or other essentials. The aftercare services help move families toward a foundation for long-term
growth and stability by providing a safety net in times of financial crisis.
Interparish Ministries will be using our extra gift for their food pantry. Here’s what they said in their own words: “We are
trying to provide more dairy, eggs and meat during COVID. If you could provide a monetary donation, it will allow us to order in bulk for perishable items, we may even be able to provide cheese and yogurt – always a special treat for our clients!”
Taft Elementary and our Taft team are in conversation regarding how best to use our extra funds to make the most impact
in student’s lives. Stay tuned for more information!
Crocheters and Knitters!
The yarn supply at Good Shepherd is very low. We have people who turn extra yarn into beautiful lap robes, prayer shawls and afghans. If you have leftover or unwanted yarn, we can take
that off your hands. Just drop off any skeins – full or partial – at the church and we will get it to
those who can transform it into useful items. These items are given to congregational shut-ins
and various hospitals in the area. Baby yarn is turned into afghans and hats for little people.
Questions? Call Erika Thiele 576-0404 or Jackie Cutshall 204-2895.
Habitat for Humanity Update
COVID-19 has made it a tough (if not dismal) for many families, and hard for nonprofit organizations in their efforts to raise
funds. Still Greater Cincinnati Habitat for Humanity is building houses for families and is making plans for more in 2021,
even though the number of houses to be built is more modest than had been hoped.
Greater Cincinnati Habitat for Humanity completed 12 houses in 2020, including four along Jackson Street in the Village of
(Outreach continued on Page 5)
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Outreach Continued
Lincoln Heights as well as participated in 13 community clean-ups during the fall. In addition, Habitat reports it raised
$2,000 for personal protective equipment for volunteers, and donated N95 masks and hand sanitizers to health care workers, and did emergency repairs to homes owned by financially strapped military veterans.
In early 2021, Habitat’s regional plans including starting two houses in the Cincinnati suburb of West College Hill (Springfield
Township) and completing or rehabilitating other homes in Southwest Ohio and Northern Kentucky. And in March Habitat
expects to start rehabilitating a townhouse it bought near the Findlay Street neighborhood.
A small group of retired volunteers from the Eastside Coalition will work on one of the West College Hill houses beginning
in January. Unfortunately because of public health restrictions, Good Shepherd volunteers can’t be recruited to assist. We
hope that may change sometime in the summer of 2021. For more information, go online to HabitatCincinnati.org or contact Roy Johnson at (513)262-6480 or rjohnson138@cinci.rr.com.

Thank you for your continued support of the Cincinnati Area Habitat Ministry. We do make a difference in the lives of families.
Taft Food Pantry
Taft food pantry has been in operation for many months even with COVID. Families order online, volunteers pack bags, and deliver to their cars. It has been a slower process for families to adjust to the
new system. We look forward to when they can shop in-person.
Free Store Food Bank provides the majority of items however generous donations from a donor and
GSLC have allowed the purchase of hamburger, chicken, sausage and hot dogs (meat is in short supply). Food pantry is stocked by GSLC volunteers. Volunteers include Roy and Erlys Johnson, Patty Jonason, and Kathy and Bill Shuman.

Small Groups
Walk Talk Pray
Want to Walk in the Woods? In the Winter? If you want an invigorating start to your week,
join us for the Good Shepherd Winter Walk, Talk, Pray Series on Sunday afternoons.
Walk Talk Pray is a safe way to share devotions and conversation, while getting some good
exercise and exploring new parks and trails. The group will be walking on trails, not pavement, so wear appropriate shoes and be prepared for a little scrambling. Please try to arrive
about 10 minutes early so that folks can start devotions right on time and get moving! If you
are interested in trying this out or think you might be, send an email to Tracey Long at tracey.long@yahoo.com for the February schedule; they also will add you to their email list. Information about the hikes will be communicated via email.
We hope you will consider this opportunity TO GET OUTDOORS and enjoy God's beautiful creation!
MOPS
Most people spend January attempting to force their new year's resolutions into practice. No matter how positive those resolutions may be, we tend to use negative feelings about ourselves as motivation instead of lifting
ourselves up to these improvements. MOPS is hosting an affirmation-centered meeting February 9th at 7pm on
Zoom. We will be lifting ourselves up, motherhood flaws and resolution fails in all. All we ask is that you collect a jar full of
pennies and get comfortable with your favorite self-love items for a break in the negative atmosphere of our lives. Please
contact GSLCMOPS513@gmail.com to be included on our Zoom link or check us out on Facebook @GSLCMOPS.
Literature & Our Faith
Join Literature and Our Faith on February 15th at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom as we discuss "The Stationary Shop" by Marjan Kamali,
a poignant and lovingly told story of lost love set primarily in Iran of the early 1950s. Our March 15th read is "The Book of
Longings" by Sue Monk Kidd.
We will gather at 7:30 p.m. Come join us! (Reading the book is never a requirement for good conversation). Please let Karen Mazzei know by email, kmazzei@hotmail.com or phone 513-290-8819 if you would like to join.
(Small Groups continued on Page 6)
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(Small Groups Continued)

55+ Club
After more than 30 years, the 55+ Club, which is an outreach arm of GSLC, is facing possible disbandment if volunteers for
President and Kitchen Supervisor are not found by June 30th. These positions are for the calendar year 2022 and would
require a few hours of work per month. Are you willing to use your gifts that God so graciously gave you? Please step up
and give me a call at (513) 492-9642. Bob Hinman has graciously accepted the position of Vice President and would love to
have you join the “Hinman Team” to keep the club humming!
Looking forward to hearing my phone ring off the hook!
-Buzz Doward, President

Moms of Faith

"... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith." ~Romans 1:12

For February, we will continue to have Zoom meetings each week just to chat if ladies are available and do our Bible study
the 4th Tuesday.
•
•
•
•

2/2-Zoom Chat-12:30 pm
2/9-Zoom Chat-12:30 pm
2/16-Zoom Chat-12:30 pm
2/23-Bible Study over zoom- Start 12:00, Opening Question 12:15pm

Contact Lisa Meili with questions or to join! (momlarm@gmail.com)

Please register for any Adult Faith Formation via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd or 891-1700, x. 120.
Reading the Bible Through Six Lenses
Pastor Pete Rudowskic continues his virtual bible study focusing on six ways to read the
Bible. Appropriate for both beginners and seasoned Bible readers alike, the purpose of
these discussions is to enhance the Bible reading experience. This weekly bible study will
be hosted by Pastor Pete via the Zoom platform on Monday mornings at 10am through February 22nd. Register via
REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com
Bible Babes
Remember that Bible Babes meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 10 am for a time of Bible study and fellowship. If you have questions about this group, contact Anne Miller or Jen Jarman.
Anti-Racism 101
Wednesdays, April 7th through April 21st, 2021 from 12:00 - 1:30pm via Zoom
Join Pastor Alice and Matthew Petersen for a three-session intro-level class to learn more about what’s going on and to
begin engaging with what we can do. (Each class is scheduled to be 1 1/2 hours long, but the participants in the last iterations were so engaged, we may need a little bit more time to explore, so please make a note of that.) Class is free and will
be conducted over Zoom. If you have friends or coworkers who would like too participate, they are welcome--please add
them as "named guests." Because of the depth and intimacy of the subject matter, we expect potential attendees to be
present for all three classes. Register via REALM to receive the Zoom link.
“The Universal Christ” Book Club
The book club, facilitated by Matthew Petersen, meets Sundays at 12 pm to discuss Richard Rohr’s book, “The Universal
Christ”. This landmark book from one of our most beloved spiritual writers, and an invitation to contemplate how God
liberates and loves all that is. Book club is on-going and meets through March 14th. Sign-up via Realm.
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm

Tweens
Superbowl of Caring Food Collection on Sunday, February 7th from 9 am to 12 pm. Come dressed to hang out in
the GSLC parking lot with Pastor Alex to help collect food/cash donations for the N.E.E.D.S. Food Pantry. Pizza will
be provided to volunteers! RSVP to Pastor Alex at ahoops@goodshepherd.com by February 5, 2021
Coming Next Month
• Bible Bowl!
•

•

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
NEXT MONTH: Parents & 8th Grade Student Faith Masterpiece Meeting on Sunday, March 14th at 10:00am with
Pastor Pat via Zoom. (No 7th Grade Class)

Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
FLOCK Monthly Virtual Check-In: Thursday, February 4th at 7:08pm via Google Meet.
Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, February 13th from 10am – Noon. RSVP to Jen by Wed., Feb. 10th.
Flock Cooking Challenge: Sunday, February 21st at 4pm in your own kitchen, but with Flock friends via Google
Meet. RSVP by Wednesday, February 17th in order to receive the Ingredients List
Coming Next Month
• FLOCK Monthly Virtual Check-In: Thursday, March 4th at 7:08pm via Google Meet.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, March 13th from 10am – Noon.
• DIY At-Home Holy Week Prayer Stations: March 28th – April 3rd.
•
•
•

Youth and Family Ministry
Manna + Family Worship
Manna + Family Worship = our COVID-style faith practice hour for all ages where we feed our faith and
follow Jesus. As we transition from the season of Epiphany into Lent, our interactive outdoor gatherings will help us grow in faith as we join in song and build community together. Join us on the following
days at the corresponding locations:
•

•

Sunday, February 7th at 11:00am: Super Family Games in the GSLC Parking Lot. Rotate your way around the GSLC parking
lot as your family unit enjoys giant-size Connect 4, Jenga and other outdoor games. And don’t forget to bring your nonperishable or cash donations for the Souper Bowl of Caring too!
Saturday, February 20th at Noon: Family Hike at Glenwood Gardens. This stroller-friendly path features a great overlook of
the park, as well as a stone bridge made with local rocks containing fossils of local creatures from ancient times.

All Manna + Family Worship outdoor gatherings are weather dependent and will follow all GSLC COVID Safety Protocols.
We ask all families to RSVP via REALM to let us know you are coming.

SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)
The Shepherd’s Pantry is open for members to shop during the pandemic office hours, 9:00a.m. –
3:00p.m. The pantry has been moved temporarily to Room 102 during the kitchen remodel. If you
have any other questions about the pantry, please contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com, or call her at 891-1700, ext. 111. Members are welcomed to drop off donations for the pantry during office hours. We are grateful for all the ways that GSLC cares for all
members.
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