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Graceworks Ministry
While we are all likely beyond pleased to have
warmer and sunny days of late, did you know
Good Shepherd was busy in the cold, snowy days
of February providing a little sunshine to residents at Graceworks Affordable Housing communities? Thanks to the generosity of anonymous
Good Shepherd members, all residents at three
communities - one each in Maysville, KY, Lawrenceburg, IN and Milford, OH - received care
packages with some cleaning supplies, fresh fruits & vegetables, and craft supplies/
activities such as adult coloring books, needlework kits, and wooden birdhouses to paint.
Three teams of Good Shepherd members prepared and delivered the care packages; all
hearts were warmed by the smiles of the “ambassador” residents who welcomed the
teams and gifts.
With Graceworks staff, Good Shepherd is exploring opportunities to create a longer-term relationship with residents at
St. Marks community in Milford, Ohio. Watch next month’s
Horn for a recap of a very special Easter visit involving our
young people and for news of a summertime, COVID-safe
opportunity for more of us to meet and learn about each
other.

Good Shepherd has been involved with Graceworks Lutheran Service for many years; we are a “member” congregation
and three Good Shepherd members currently serve on the
Board of Directors. As part of its Faithful Caring mission Graceworks offers residential
communities for low-income elderly and disabled individuals throughout Ohio and Indiana and several in Kentucky. Residents of Graceworks apartment communities enjoy
well-maintained, spacious and attractive apartments. Residences are clean and secure
with easy access for people with mobility impairments. Communities incorporate dedicated common areas for social, recreational and educational activities. Most facilities also employ a service coordinator who help residents, who on average are 73 years old,
stay healthy, engaged, and connected during their senior years.
If you are interested in learning more about being involved in this developing ministry,
please contact Mary Adams (adamsmarydmjk@gmail.com) or Pastor Heidi Johns
(hjohns@goodshepherd.com).
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Return to In-person worship
We are very excited to be introducing indoor in-person worship again starting on April 11th. At first, we will have a limited
number of services and seating (we will cap attendance at 30 for the first two weeks) but plan to increase to more in the
subsequent weeks.
Each week there will also continue to be an online option for worship.
Here is our schedule for indoor, in person worship for April 11, 18 and 25. Registration will be required for all in person worship services. You can register through Realm or by calling the church office at (513) 891-1700. Registration will open on
Monday at Noon the week of each service.
•

April 11: We will have one in person worship service in the sanctuary at 9am which will be a Contemporary service.
Maximum attendance will be 30. There will also be an outdoor family worship service on the West side of the building
(by the old kitchen door) at 10am.

•

April 18: We will have one in person worship service in the sanctuary at 11am which will be a Traditional service. Maximum attendance will be 30. There will also be an outdoor family worship service on the West side of the building (by
the old kitchen door) at 10am.

•

April 25: April 25: We will expand to two in-person worship services in the sanctuary
• 9am Contemporary service (limited capacity)
• 11am Traditional service (limited capacity)

•

There will also be an outdoor family worship service on the West side of the building (by the old kitchen door) at 10am.

•

Looking ahead to May we are planning to have three worship services in the sanctuary each weekend:
• Saturday at 5pm--Traditional
• Sunday at 9am—Contemporary
• Sunday at 11am—Traditional

We will continue our outdoor Family Worship Service at 10am through the month of May.
•

As we prepare to worship again in our sanctuary, here is what you can expect:

•

Registration prior to attending will be required, which can be done through Realm or by calling the church office. Registration will open at Noon on the Monday before the scheduled service.

•

On the day of worship, you should be in good health and not experiencing any COVID symptoms. If you are feeling ill
and have a reservation, please stay home. If you or anyone in your family has been exposed to COVID-19 and is in isolation, please remain in isolation.

•

You will be checked in at a table in the lobby to ensure that we do not exceed our agreed upon safe seating capacity
and for purposes of keeping an accurate contact tracing list for each service. There will also be a temperature check.

•

Face masks are required for your entire stay.

•

As you enter the sanctuary an usher will help you find a seat. We encourage filling the church from the front to the
back and then dismissal from the back to the front to lessen close contact among worshipers.

•

Pews will be cordoned off to help maintain safe distancing. We will be asking each family to maintain a six-foot distance
from other groups/individuals in your pew. There will be a foam “spacer” in each pew to help ensure a proper distance
between family units.

•

As you enter the sanctuary, an offering plate will be available to place your offering before or after worship, an offering
will not be taken during worship. On Communion Sundays individually sealed communion cups will be available for you
to take to your seat. Communion will take place seated in your pew. There will also be a bulletin for some services.

•

Numerous studies have indicated that limiting singing during large indoor gatherings significantly decreases the likelihood of spreading the disease. There will be music provided, but we ask that you refrain from singing at this time.

•

The coffee station and drinking fountains will not be available.

(article continued on Page 3)
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In-person worship Continued
•

We ask you to exit the building before taking time to stop and converse with others.

•

We will not be holding indoor Youth Faith Formation at this time; however, our Family
Worship will be held outside on the West side of our building each week at 10am.

•

Nursery care will not be offered during worship at the present time.

We look forward to gathering again as a church family. If you have any questions about in
person worship or need assistance with registering please call the church office at (513) 8911700, or get in touch with one of the Pastors or a member of the COVID Task Force. The Task
Force members are: Hans Schwarz, Karen Eller, Jim Messner, Chris Fitz, Tracey Long, Dave
Dietrichson and Pastor Heidi Johns

Church News

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

A Legacy Gift from the Eliasen Family
Good Shepherd was recently notified that the family of Marge Eliasen is planning to share a
gift from her estate and their own generosity to establish a scholarship fund in Marge’s
memory. The money will be used to offset expenses families/youth pay for faith forming
events such as camp or retreats. Marge’s family wanted the money to be used to help people grow in faith through these types of experiences. Good Shepherd will continue to support families at our usual level for these events, so families will directly benefit from this generous gift. For example, families going to family camp in the summer will receive an additional scholarship to lower their cost to attend camp. This gift will be for at least five years with
the Eliasen family promising $5,000 each year for a total gift of $25,000. What a blessing!
What type of legacy gift are you planning? Talk to Pastor Heidi or a member of our gift planning team, Tim Zaring, Buzz Dorward or Dave Dietrichson to learn more about ways to establish a legacy gift at Good Shepherd.
New Member Class in April
If you, or someone you know, would be blessed by being a part of a loving church family we
have news for you! We are holding our spring new members class on Sundays April 11, 18 and
25 via ZOOM from 10am-11am. During these three weeks you will learn more about Good
Shepherd and how you can get connected. Even more importantly we will be talking about
getting connected more deeply to Jesus in our daily lives as disciples. Living as a Christian is
more than a Sunday morning pursuit—it directs our lives every day. There is joy in community as we walk the Jesus way, come and join us! If you would like more information or if you
would like to register please contact Pastor Heidi Johns at hjohns@goodshepherd.com
Mission Possible: Share, Grow Serve
Another season of Lenten small groups has come to an end! This year our groups were held
online via Zoom, with 116 participants taking part! Together we explored our mission statement for Good Shepherd, “We seek to be a caring Christian Community where we share
God’s Grace, Grow Our Faith, Serve others” and discussed how to make that mission take on
flesh in our own lives. Many fruitful discussions happened and connections among our
church family were strengthened. A huge thank you goes out to our small group leaders
including:
Pastor Alice, Jen Jarman, Deacon Debbie, Bob Jonason, Sue Matz, Beth Townsend, Pastor
Pat, Mark Buelsing, Sharon Norris, Mary Naylor, Tim and Julie Zaring, Pastor Alex, Naomi and
Marlin Morris, who all did a great job facilitating these meaningful gatherings.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning

(Church News continued on Page 4)
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Church News Continued
Stephen Ministry News
Are you experiencing pandemic fatigue—that feeling of being mentally and emotionally
exhausted by everything that’s going on right now? We all facing different kinds of life
challenges during these times—
•
•
•
•
•
•

Isolation and loneliness;
Anxiety over health;
Grief;
Juggling work, childcare, and schooling responsibilities;
Financial strain and job loss;
Uncertainty about the future . . .

The list goes on. It is no wonder we may be hit by pandemic fatigue. But you do not have to go through it alone. If you or
someone you care about is experiencing difficulties like these, our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage
and be there to offer support.
A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately—by phone, by video chat, or possibly in person when it is safe to do so—
to focus on you and your needs. It’s completely confidential, and it offers real care, comfort and hope.
You can find out more by calling Mary Naylor at 513-891-1475. The GSLC Stephen Ministers stand ready to walk with you.
Stewardship Means Supporting Our Mission
Soon we will be dedicating time to talk about our mission and inviting you to make an estimate of your financial support for
our next fiscal year. For three weekends in May we will be challenged to consider growing our support and engagement
with our mission, especially as we move back to in-person worship. The year ahead will have many opportunities to grow
our mission, including a new partnership with Graceworks and their ministry to low-income elderly residents in their apartment building in Milford; giving thanks for the ministry of Debbie Jones as she retires and we seek a new Director of Music
to craft and lead our music and worship; further developing our online ministry presence; developing new initiatives in
forming faith in kids and families; among other things.
Our theme for this year is: Spirit Charged For Love, Connection and Hope. You will be invited to turn in your Estimate of
Giving card on May 23rd, Pentecost Sunday—a day when we celebrate the Holy Spirit “charging” the church for mission.
Will you begin praying now to be moved by the Spirit toward increased generosity in support of our hope-filled future?
Update from The Edge House
Resurrection fills every corner of our lives and planting vegetable gardens to give
produce to passers-by is our new way to share God’s love with our community. Can
you join Alice and students on April 3, 9am-noon to lay out and fill some raised beds,
begin to lay a small stone path, and/or dig post-holes for a new blackberry trellis?
We would love to have you, whether you’ve ever gardened before or not! Help us
usher in the Easter season in Clifton! RSVP to pastor@edge-uc.org.
VBS 2021
We are excited to host an In-Person Vacation Bible School program this summer!
Check the News & Events section of the GSLC website beginning April 1, 2021 for dates and a link to register. Space islimited
this year, so be sure to check out this information during the GSLC Member-Only Registration window between April 1, 2021
through April 15, 2021. Any remaining registration slots will be opened up to community members starting April 16, 2021.
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Outreach Updates
Crocheters, Quilters, and Knitters!
We thought you might like to know that the folks who knit and crochet have been busy over the
last year. On March 17, Jackie Cutshall reports over 30 afghans, lap robes and prayer shawls were
donated to Drake Hospital. Over the last couple of years, Koben Hinman reports, 40 baby blankets
have been donated to St. Vincent de Paul, Bond Hill Pantry. These hand-made items are a blessing
to those who receive them. Thank you to all the Good Shepherd members who bless people in
this way.
Habitat for Humanity - Rock the Block
The annual “Rock the Block” event for the Greater Cincinnati Chapter of Habitat for Humanity takes place this year on April 10th. This event is a great way to introduce new
volunteers to the work that Habitat does in our community, as well as gives seasoned
veterans a chance to help out in their community on some smaller projects.
Here’s a sampling of some of the projects you can expect this year:
•

Site 1: Five Points (Butler County/Fairfield Township) - Task Summary: Painting fire hydrants, Spring Cleaning Event with Township

•

Site 3: Crutchfield Park (Hamilton County) - Task Summary: Beautification of park,
planting trees and general landscaping (SOW incomplete)

•

Site 4: Cheviot ReStore- Inside (Hamilton County) - Task Summary: Painting, drywall patching, general cleanup, help with
pressure washing outside, washing windows

•

Site 5: Cheviot ReStore- Outside (Hamilton County) - Task Summary: Painting, fence reclamation, extending wooden fence,
chain link fence for parking lot (concrete work), landscaping

•

Site 6: West End Community Garden (Hamilton County) - Task Summary: Weeding garden beds, building flower bed (2x6),
repairing wooden building and shed, opaque stain for building, painting benches and signs, fence reclamation, fixing wiring
for grapevines

•

Site 7: Jennie Porter Park (Hamilton County) - Task Summary: Repairing granite memorial, metal painting, pressure washing
park, landscaping, beautification, bush removal

For a full list of the projects or to sign-up, visit Habitat’s website at habitatcincinnati.org/what-we-do/rock-the-block.html.

SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)
The Shepherd’s Pantry continues to be open for members to shop during the pandemic office
hours, 9:00a.m. – 3:00p.m. The pantry has been moved temporarily to Room 102 during the kitchen
remodel. If you have any other questions about the pantry, please contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com, or call her at 891-1700, ext. 111. Members are welcomed to drop off donations for the pantry during office hours. A big thank you to those who have helped keep the pantry
stocked through their donations during the pandemic.
Thank you to all my friends for praying and thinking of me with cards and phone calls during my recovery from
my fall. My spine is still giving me lots of pain but it is slowly healing. Your cards and phone calls always cheer
me up. Thank you for the lovely Easter Basket from the Church.
God Bless You - Erika Thiele
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Small Groups
Walk Talk Pray
The promise of Spring is in the air and we are heading out on Sunday afternoons to
enjoy it!
Come join us for the Good Shepherd Walk, Talk, Pray Series on Sunday afternoons at
2:00 PM. Walk Talk Pray is a safe way to share devotions and conversation, while getting some good exercise and exploring new parks and trails. The group will either walk
on trails, or pavement, depending on weather and ground conditions. Please wear a
mask and try to arrive about 10 minutes early so that folks can start devotions right on
time and get moving! If you are interested in trying this out or think you might be, send an email to Tracey Long at
tracey.long@yahoo.com to be added to the email list and be informed of the walking plan. We hope you will consider this
opportunity to get outdoors, explore a new park or trail and enjoy God's beautiful creation in fellowship with others!
MOPS
Mothers of Kindergarten aged children are invited to an evening of fellowship and growth with other moms.
Join MOPS this month on April 13th at 7pm via Zoom. To sign-up contact GSLCMOPS513@gmail.com to be included on our Zoom link or check us out on Facebook @GSLCMOPS.
Literature & Our Faith
Join Literature and Our Faith on April 19th as we discuss “News of the World” by Paulette Jiles via Zoom. “In the aftermath
of the Civil War, an aging itinerant news reader agrees to transport a young captive of the Kiowa back to her people in this
exquisitely rendered, morally complex, multilayered novel of historical fiction that explores the boundaries of family, responsibility, honor, and trust.” Our May 17th selection is “The Path to Fernglade” by Susan Humphrey. This is a memoir
written by a friend of a book club member and can be ordered from Amazon or by contacting Karen Mazzei. The author
will join us for our May Zoom meeting. For June 21st we will discuss “The Vanishing Half” by Brit Bennett.
Please let Karen Mazzei know by email, kmazzei@hotmail.com or phone 513-290-8819 if you would like to join us. Reading
the book is never a requirement for a great conversation!

Moms of Faith

"... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith." ~Romans 1:12

Moms of Faith is a group of moms whose children are in school. They meet on Tuesday afternoons at 1 p.m. for mutual
support and encouragement. Because the weather is starting to warm, when they are able, they are starting to meet in
person and outside. They have resumed their Bible study -- "Twelve More Women of the Bible" on the fourth Tuesday of
the month over Zoom. Be sure to check this group out if you are curious.
For more information about Moms of Faith and confirm the latest plans, please contact Lisa Meili by emailing her at
larm@cinci.rr.com.

Youth and Family Ministry
Family Easter Vigil
For the first time, Good Shepherd is offering an Easter Vigil—it’s set up for families, but all are
welcome to celebrate and learn more about this most ancient service of the church! It’s April 3,
5pm in the church parking lot. We’ll have a bonfire, retell a number of stories from salvation
history (with action figures perhaps?), take communion, and celebrate the resurrection with
song and noisemakers. Make sure you RSVP here (https://tinyurl.com/3t9kyd8h) and bring your
Vigil Kit (noisemakers, communion items as well as snacks, and lawn chairs/blankets). We hope
to see you there!
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm
•

6th Graders
Here We Stand Presentation and Workshop Faith Milestone for 6th Grade families. Current 6th grade students will
be gifted with their very own copy of the “Here We Stand” Lutheran Student Handbook as a point of preparation
for Confirmation via porch drop the week of May 17th. An informative Workshop about the Lutheran Student
Handbook and our Confirmation ministry will be hosted by Pastor Pat via Zoom for both students and parents to
attend on Sunday, May 23rd at 4:00pm. Please RSVP via REALM for the Workshop by Wednesday, May 19, 2021.

Tweens
An Afternoon of Trivia just for Tweens hosted by King Trivia via Zoom on Sunday, April 18th at 4:00pm. Any trivia
topic could appear on the screen, so bring all your knowledge and see what prizes are up for grabs.
Coming Next Month
• Tweens End of School Scavenger Hunt – Sunday, May 16th at 1:00pm at French Park.
•

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
Sunday School at 10am via Zoom continues throughout the month of April, except for Sunday, April 4th in observance
of Easter Sunday.
• Confirmation Spring Mini-Retreat: Saturday, April 17th from 1:00pm – 4:00pm in the GSLC Parking Lot. Registration
due by April 11th.
Coming Next Month
• Sunday, May 16th: Test Review in Confirmation Sunday School at 10:00am
• Confirmation End of Year Test: Available via Google Classroom on Sunday, May 23rd and due by Sunday, May 30th.
•

Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
NOTE: A special Baccalaureate Service will be held on Saturday, May 8th at 6:30pm (*NOTE: New Time). Details provided in hard-copy invitation. Please RSVP by Wed, April 28th, 2021 to Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com.
•
•

Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, April 10th from 10am – Noon.
Flock Hike: Sunday, April 18th from 2:00pm – 3:30pm at Glenwood Gardens. Meet in front of the stone entryway,
closest to the parking lot. Dress for the weather and bring a filled water-bottle.
Coming Next Month
• Flock Virtual Check-In: Thursday, May 6th at 7:08pm via Google Meet.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, May 8th from 10:00am – Noon.
• Flock End of School Picnic: Wednesday, May 26th from 5:30pm – 7:30pm at Summit Park.
Please register for any Adult Faith Formation via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd or 891-1700, x. 120.
Bible Babes
Remember that Bible Babes meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 10 am
for a time of Bible study and fellowship. If you have questions about this group, contact
Anne Miller or Jen Jarman.
Anti-Racism 101
Wednesdays, April 7th through April 21st, 2021 from 12:00 - 1:30pm via Zoom
Join Pastor Alice and Matthew Petersen for a three-session intro-level class to learn more about what’s going on and to
begin engaging with what we can do. (Each class is scheduled to be 1 1/2 hours long, but the participants in the last iterations were so engaged, we may need a little bit more time to explore, so please make a note of that.) Class is free and will
be conducted over Zoom. If you have friends or coworkers who would like too participate, they are welcome--please add
them as "named guests." Because of the depth and intimacy of the subject matter, we expect potential attendees to be
present for all three classes. Register via REALM to receive the Zoom link.
Look for summer adult Faith Formation opportunities revealed in the May 2021 Horn.
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