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Connect with us this fall
We are grateful we will be able to offer many opportunities for us to connect as a church
family this Fall. We have all been longing to be together to reconnect with our church
friends - to support one another and journey together as disciples of Jesus. Life is better
together! One way we plan to focus our connection opportunities this year is through
the “Grow Our Faith” part of GSLC’s mission. Learning together, engaging in meaningful
conversation, digging into God’s word, sharing laughter and deepening relationships is
what our connections events will be all about.

To that end, we are creating a dedicated faith formation hour for young children, families, youth and adults on Sunday mornings. Sundays will not only be a time we gather for
worship, but also a time to engage in learning and activities that will help us go deeper in
our faith and connections with each other. There will be several components to our dedicated Faith Connect Hour:
•

•

•

•

Kid’s Connect - a VBS-like faith practice hour where kids will learn Bible stories and rotate between arts and crafts, story-telling, games and other enriching activities. Kids
will feed their faith and follow Jesus.
Adult Connect - a weekly forum that will cover a variety of subjects including bible
study, spiritual practices and learning more about our outreach partners, among other
things. The topics and teachers will change frequently so we hope to hit on something
everyone will be interested in. We are making contacts with several outside speakers
who will add to the rich and engaging variety of class offerings!
Parent Connect - A chance for parents with little one’s in Kid’s Connect to connect with
one another. They will have opportunities for conversation, support, organizing play
dates and engaging in service projects all the while nurturing their own growth in faithful living.
Confirmation Connect - Our robust confirmation program will also hold their weekly
class during the faith connect hour.

In addition to these weekly opportunities for connections there will also be occasional all
congregation Connections Café and service events that will help build connections
among different generations.
In order to accomplish this deep hope for connections among our church family, our
weekend schedule, starting on September 19 will be as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
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Church News
Joins us for Rally Day - September 12th
This is a day you won’t want to miss! Our 10am Faith Connect Hour is going to be all about connections and fun! We are
planning several service projects at Good Shepherd to benefit Taft Elementary, Sweet Cheeks Diaper Bank, Interfaith
Hospitality Network, and possibly Habitat for Humanity. Work side-by-side with your church family (some of whom you
may not have seen for a while). While working on the service projects you are invited to enjoy some live music and it
wouldn’t be rally day without the Kona Ice Truck, so plan to have a cone courtesy of Good Shepherd. There will also be a
chance to register your kids for Kid’s Connect in the midst of the activities.

End of Year Giving
Thank you for your faithful support of our mission and ministry this year. Your generosity has been outstanding, even as
we faced the limitations of the pandemic. You have trusted the work that God is doing among us, and helped empower
that mission with your gifts. THANK YOU. The end of our fiscal year is coming up on August 31. Please review your annual gifts to see if it is where you hoped it would be, or prayerfully consider making an extra gift before the end of the fiscal
year. This will help us end the year in strong financial shape and allow us to boldly enter the new year, open to God’s vision for us!

Daily Devotions Take a New Form
Ever since March of 2020 we have been providing a daily devotion on our webpage, linked to an email sent daily to those
on our email list. These devotions, written by staff and members of the congregation, have been very well received. As
of September 1 our Daily Devotions are going seasonal. You will still receive them daily during special liturgical seasons
such as Advent or Lent. As we begin our new Faith Connections initiative we encourage you to join in our many Faith
Connect classes and opportunities this Fall. In addition to seasonal written devotions and in person or online classes we
are also exploring a weekly/bi-monthly spiritual practices podcast or sermon deep dive videos. Stay tuned!

Worship Servants
Let God use your hands to feed the multitudes and offer folks Spiritual sustenance and Sabbath rest. Sound overrated?
Not really. When you offer hospitality at our worship by being an usher or help set up and serve God’s meal through the
altar guild and communion assisting, you are working side by side with God to create our Sabbath respite in the form of
worship. When you serve as a worship servant you are doing God’s work—and providing a place for others to encounter
God. Your 1-2 hour per month time commitment is crucial to God’s work among us.
Are you willing to help? Contact Pastor Heidi and she will gladly help get you on board with the ministry of your choosing.
Email her at hjohns@goodshepherd.com.

Lutheridge 2021 – Reflections from a Camp Nurse (Provided by Ann Walker)
Sunday evening vespers opened with "Set A Fire" overlooking a cross and the lake. Such An
amazing setting. The lyrics particularly resounded with Christmas week as we celebrate Jesus’
birthday, for God so loved the world (John 3:16).

“No place I would rather be…| Than here in Your love, here in Your love…| So set a fire down in my
soul | That I can't contain, that I can't control | I want more of You, God….”
Volunteering as the Camp Nurse has given me an entirely different experience than I have had in
the past several years attending family camp. I value both experiences for different reasons. Jesus’ love is palpable here with these campers. You can see it in their enthusiasm as they
approach a variety of activities and experiences, (they swim, hike, do obstacle courses as teams,
karaoke, have a dance party to name a few). You can see it in how they interact with each other
and with their counselors and other staff. There is so much love and concern for others. I have had the opportunity to
meet with many campers who have come here for years and those for whom it is their first time. Some campers and
counselors are local and some have come from far away. What they all have in common is their sense of belonging, of
being part of a Christian community bound by love. These campers are being guided by counselors who are
(Church News Continued on Page 3)
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Church News continued
living their faith out loud here at camp. What a gift that is.
While the campers are experiencing God’s love here at camp, they are being asked how
can they show others God’s love when they leave camp. And isn’t that what Christian
camp is all about?
1 John 4:11 “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”

VEIL Science Program - Reflections from a Volunteer (Provided by Koben Hinman)
My connection to VEIL’s ( Vida Eterna Iglesias Luterna – an ELCA bi-lingual mission church
plant) Summer program began pre-pandemic. In 2018, Emily Hoops was our teacher, and
we learned about systems of the human body. In 2019, we learned about the earth's
weather systems, again with Emily. Relationships with eager boys and girls, nursery-school
age through 6th grade were growing among the children, our teacher, and the volunteers.
Pastor Alex came to teach and illustrate a
Bible story on white board, a daily highlight. Pastora Carmen greeted families,
dropped in during lessons, and came at dismissal to send students home, some days
with fresh garden vegetables! Pastora Carmen's daughter taught the nursery class.
Several churches sent volunteers besides
Good Shepherd, including Prince of Peace
and Christ the King. Lunches and snacks
were provided by volunteers, Pastora Carmen (pizza!), and a fabulous last day "fiesta" of
spaghetti, donated by Pompelio’s! The almost-teens helped the younger elementary kids
with lessons and everyone came together for lunch and Pastor Alex's Bible story. Emily
brought Chromebooks to share to access the Internet.
In 2020, our program was suspended. Now in 2021, Chris Jarman is our teacher. The science lessons, language skill-building, and relationships have been able to resume--at long
last. Chris brings lessons about our earth and protecting it, even the bees! The lessons she
prepares, the videos and books she shares, and the motorized Lego builds she provides
are stimulating. The students are engaged in problem-solving. The children are enthusiastic, curious, and polite. Their parents are grateful for our science and language tutoring,
and Pastora Carmen's care.
We are all God's children, and it is a blessing to me to serve at the summer VEIL program. I
hope other GSLC members will join me in supporting our mission partner, VEIL, as an adult
volunteer. New opportunities will begin this fall on Sunday afternoons from 2-4pm as part
of their Homework Fellowship Group and continue next summer through their Summer
Science program.
(Church News Continued on Page 4)

Thank you!
The Good Shepherd congregation has been so supportive to our family with
our father's recent passing. We know our father is reunited with our mother in heaven . Thank you, Ruth Metsch, Renee Thurman, Joel Schapp and

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning

families
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Church News continued
Register for Deacon Debbie’s Retirement Celebration - August 22nd
It is time to register for Deacon Debbie Jones Retirement Celebration on Sunday, August 22 immediately
following the 11 am worship service. The celebration begins with a luncheon served in the Fellowship
Hall and Room 100 at 12 noon. The program honoring Debbie and celebrating her ministry at Good Shepherd will begin around 12:30 p.m. in the worship space. You will be able to reserve you spot for the
luncheon and the celebration by registering in Realm starting July 6, 2021 or by calling the church office.
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Pat Badkey at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or calling
her at 891-1700, ext. 111.

Check Out the Children’s Section of Our Church Library
Now that our church is opening up more, we hope that you will visit our church library especially the children’s area.
There are four sections - Bible Stories, Religious Theme, Preschool and DVDs.

Some books in the Bible Stories section include Noah and the Ark, Daniel and the Lion, The Story of Baby Moses and Jonah and the Whale. Ones in the Religious Theme section include Am I Making God Smile, You Can Be a Friend, God’s
Amazing World, and You Can Do It!. There are also a number of books in the Berenstain Bear series that are very popular. On the bottom shelf of the bookcase are books most appropriate for preschool and younger children. These include
Thank You God for All My Friends, Be Kind, Blessings to Go, and Families of God. There are over 150 DVDs for children
many of which are VeggieTales.
An additional resource is a Parent’s section at the top shelf of the bookcase which contains books that appropriate for
different situations that families may face such as the death of a grandparent, divorce and death of a pet. These books
include Sarah’s Grandma Goes to Heaven, Please Come Home, A Child’s Books about Divorce, and Dog Heaven. There
are also Care Notes which are appropriate for children in this section.
When you come to church, we would appreciate it if you would return the books and DVDs that you and/or your children
borrowed before the pandemic began. Thank you.

We Are Here For You When You Are In the Hospital
Did you know...that hospitals rarely call churches when a member checks in for treatment? They may ask your religious
denomination and where you go to church but they rarely follow up with a call to us. That is why it is so important for
you to let us know of any impending hospitalizations.
You are a member of a church family that cares about you. So please give the church office a call or send an email and let
us know if you will be checking into any of our local hospitals for surgery or a procedure! By the way, we are now able to
visit with members when they are hospitalized, we are simply asked to follow the hospital’s COVID-19 protocol. Thanks!

SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)
Caring Ministries at GSLC
At Good Shepherd we have a variety of caring ministries which help members care for and walk
with other members as needed. Over the last 10 years this caring ministry has developed into ten
unique and self-sustaining care ministries. Those CFAM (Caring for All Members) ministries are the
following:
Stephen Ministry, Parish Visitors, Minor Home Repair Team, Bereavement Team, Emergency Meals
for Members, Transportation Team, Hospital Callers, Prayer Chain, Shepherd’s Pantry, and Just In Case Registry
There are 16 different CFAM team leaders and 150 individuals who have volunteered to serve in various capacities in these
ten CFAM ministries. We are grateful to God for the commitment many members have made to serve others as the Good
Shepherd mission statement states. If you would like any information or have questions about these particular ministries
please contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or call her at 891-1700, ext.111. If you know someone who
could benefit from one these ministries, please contact Pastor Pat at the email or phone number listed above.
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Outreach
Taft Elementary
CPS has decided to allow visitors into Taft Elementary this coming school year so we are planning our Adopt a Class, tutoring and food pantry activities. If you would like to be involved please let Sue Matz or Beth Townsend know and/or come
to our planning meeting September 7 at 7 pm at church. We have a beginning of the year school supply list from our
teachers. Since all students are receiving backpacks with school supplies this year this list is short and specific. Please
take a wish list from the barrel in the lobby if you would like to contribute. We will be collecting supplies the first three
weeks in August.
Taft Pen Pals Needed: Are you willing to write to a 2nd or 3rd grade student about once a month? We are resuming our
pen pal program with Taft students, and we need your help! We are mentoring 2 second grade classes and 2 third grade
classes, so about 90 volunteers are needed. I will assign you to a student, probably in early September, and a journal will
be provided. You write about a page in the journal, return it to church, and we take it to Taft, where your student will
write a reply. When the journals are returned to GSLC, I will notify you to pick yours up, write your entry, and return it to
church. This program requires a minimal time commitment, but the teachers say it is an extremely helpful reading and
writing experience for their students. It is fun, too! If you can help, please email me, Anne Miller, at ranco@cinci.rr.com.
Teenagers are welcome to be pen pals, as well, and have enjoyed participating in the past.
Thank You Video: The staff of Taft Elementary provided a quick slideshow of thanks to us in July. You can check out the
video here: https://youtu.be/jpgTmzyjim4.

GSLC Fabric Artists Are Keeping Busy
On Friday July 23rd, Jackie Cutshall delivered 21 prayer shawls and lap robes to LaShelle Edmundson, the chaplain at Jewish Hospital. Thank you to all of the folks that continue to make prayer shawls and robes to provide comfort and support
to families and people struggling with illness.

Habitat for Humanity
Thank you to everyone that donated to Habitat for Humanity that helped fund the side-by-side homes that were built in
memory of Alan Griffith. Alan was dedicated to Habitat’s mission for providing housing for all people and it was a great
honor to be able to contribute to these homes in particular.
Also, a special thanks goes out to Roy Johnson, Tina Morawski, and Pat Stratman for providing benches, crosses, and
quilts to both of the families!
Below are a couple of pictures from the dedication ceremony, which was held on Sunday, July 18th.

Interested in volunteering for Habitat? The next big event coming up is Rock the Block! See Page 12 for information about
Habitat’s Rock the Block volunteer event.
(Outreach continued on Page 6)
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Outreach Continued
Graceworks Cookout
Good Shepherd Tweens and musicians hosted a cookout with our neighbors the Graceworks living community of St
Marks, which is located in Milford. Food, games, music, and Kona Ice was provided by GSLC as a way to further connect and build relationships with this community. Thank you to everyone that came out to this event and made it a
special time for all that attended.
Interested in learning how you can get involved? Contact Pastor Heidi (hjohns@goodshepherd.com). Below are a couple of pictures from the event.

Botanical Bunch Takes Their Show On the Road
Several members of the Botanical Bunch took some time of their day to apply their green thumb to the Freestore Food
Banks property on Tennessee Ave. Interested in using your gardening talents to care for our campus (or other places
around the community)? Join them every Tuesday morning around 8 am or contact the church office for more information on how to get involved (office@goodshepherd.com).

More Renovations at GSLC
The Monday Morning Work Crew is at it again, this time opening up one of the downstairs classrooms to be used by
the Good Shepherd Nursery School. Interested in helping keep GSLC in tip-top shape? Join the MMWC on Mondays
around 8 am. Contact Pastor Alex (ahoops@goodshepherd.com) for more information or if you have questions!
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Small Groups
Walk Talk Pray
This summer we are excited to offer Walk, Talk, Pray in two locations. One in the Blue Ash area, at Summit Park, led by Pastor Pat and the second, co-led by Tracey Long, Danelle Buelsing
and Kristin Kalsem. Walk-Talk-Pray is open to all ages and abilities with a focus on faith, fellowship and fitness among Good Shepherd members and their friends in the community. Each walk
includes the gathering for a short devotion and prayer, and then walking and talking for about
an hour. Please bring water.
Pastor Pat leads a group at the Summit Park on Wednesday mornings, August 4 and 11 at 8:00 a.m. Participants meet at
Summit Park in Blue Ash, 4335 Glendale-Milford Road. Participants will meet in the main parking lot off of Glendale-Milford
that looks onto the main green at the park. Invite your friends and walk together. For more information, please contact
her at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or call her at 513-891-1700, ext.111. You can let her know you are planning on walking
by emailing her at the email address listed above. Pastor Pat hopes to see you on Wednesday morning August 4 and 11 at
8:00 a.m.

Walk Talk Pray - The Eastside "Trailblazers" Update
Continuing in August, the Eastside “Trailblazers” will meet on Wednesdays at 7 PM. To
have
your
name
added
to
the
email
distribution
list
please
email tracey.long@yahoo.com with your information. They will email the chosen location
for each week’s walk on Tuesdays. The Eastside “Trailblazers” hike/walk in various parks
scattered across Cincinnati. All are welcome to join them.

MOPS
Pregnant? Wishing you could send your toddler with the back to school crowd? Tearfully taking Facebook photos of your not-so-little one's first day of Kindergarten? Come tell us all about it at MOPS. We
want you to join us this school season. We are All About Love this year starting on September 14th at
6:30 and stick with us every second Tuesday of the month to create some really fun friendships with all
these wonderful moms. Questions? Contact us, GSLCMOPS513@gmail.com or check us out on Facebook @GSLCMOPS.

Literature & Our Faith
Join Literature and Our Faith on August 16th to discuss "The Pull of the Stars" by Emma Donoghue "Set in Dublin in the
midst of the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic, it focuses on Julia Power, a nurse in charge of a small ward (three at a time) whose patients are pregnant women who are showing symptoms of the flu." Our September 20th selection is "Mermaid : A Memoir of
Resilience" by Eileen Cronin and our October 18th read is "The Girls of Atomic City" by Denise Kiernan. We meet on the
third Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the church library.
Please let Karen Mazzei know by email, kmazzei@hotmail.com or phone 513-290-8819 if you would like to join us. Reading
the book is never a requirement for a great conversation!

Moms of Faith

"... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith." ~Romans 1:12

Moms of Faith is a group of moms whose children are in school. They meet on Tuesday afternoons at 12:30 p.m. for mutual
support and encouragement. Because the weather is warm, they are starting to meet in person and outside. Be sure to
check this group out if you are curious. For more information about Moms of Faith and confirm the latest plans, please
contact Lisa Meili by emailing her at larm@cinci.rr.com.

Pub Theology
Jesus in a Bar! Join Men Doing Life for a beer and some discussions about life, faith, doubt, and other matters. Skeptical?
Come sit around a table with us as we discuss a wide ranging variety of ideas for the sake of deepening our relationships
and widening our perspectives. Pub Theology meets the third Tuesday of every month at 7 pm at MVP Sports Bar & Grille
(Small Groups continued on Page 8)
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Small Groups Continued
in Silverton (6923 Plainfield Rd, 45236).
ahoops@goodshepherd.com with questions.

Plan to join us on August 17th!

Contact Pastor Alex at

55+ Club
The 55+ Club is back! With long-awaited pleasure, we are happy to announce the 55+ Club will be resuming meetings on
September 7th and certain COVID protocols will be in place. Social distancing will be adhered to as best as possible; one
table will be released at a time to proceed through the buffet line and those unvaccinated are required TO WEAR MASKS.
Our program is bringing back a favorite of the club, Mr. Gary Greiser, who has entertained us many times in the past. The
program is entitled “One day at a time”. You won’t want to miss it.
Chef’s Choice will serve a delicious southern fried chicken dinner complete with mashed potatoes, gravy and butter glazed
baby carrots topped off with a piece of apple pie. All drinks are furnished as part of the meal.
Please make your check payable to GSLC55+ for $15 per person and mail to John Van Osdol, 7355 Village Dr. Mason, Ohio 45040
by August 31st.
We hope to see you on the 7th. Mark your calendar now and mail your check today!!

Youth and Family Ministry
Summer in the Park!
GSLC Families are invited to join us at the park on Thursday Nights this Summer! Our plan is
to get some fresh air, connect with other families, and hopefully get the kids sufficiently worn
out before bedtime!
Email Pastor Alex (ahoops@goodshepherd.com) if you would like to be included on the email
list to find out which park we will be meeting at and when! We have had a few meetings so
far and it has been a lot of fun seeing everyone and giving the kids time to play with their buddies from GSLC!

Livestream camera operators
GSLC is looking for volunteers that would be willing to learn and operate our livestream worship cameras. Training starts with a self-directed online overview of the system and progresses
to a time of a shadowing trained operators, hands-on practice during Contemporary Worship
Music Practice, assisted operating of cameras during worship, and then finally operation of the
cameras unassisted. Training is done at the comfort level of the volunteer. If you have interest in video/cameras or are just
looking for a new skill or way to serve our mission - email Scott Puthoff at sputhoff@goodshepherd.com.

NEWS FROM THE EDGE

Make a Casserole, Save a Student
The Edge House is open again (with some
cautions, of course) and we would love to
see your face and your cooking at Nosh, our Sunday evening dinner-church!
You can sign up here for summer and fall dates (https://tinyurl.com/tevfwbx9)
and you can find more information for cooks here https://www.edge-uc.org/
nosh .
Contact Pastor Alice with questions at aconnor@goodshepherd.com.
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm.

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
Confirmation Open House for the 2021-2022 ministry year will be on Sunday, August 8th at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. Both students and parents all of 2021-2022 7th and 8th grade students are encouraged to attend.
• Summer is a great time to get a head start on completing Worship Notes for the 2021-2022 ministry year. Electronic
worship notes can be found at the bottom of the Worship Resource page or at https://goodshepherd.com/
Worship/Worship-Resources. Hard-copy Worship Notes can be found in the narthex.
• Pastor Pat will be contacting incoming 7th grade families to schedule a Home Visit to further discuss potential participation in our Confirmation ministry.
Coming Next Month
• Confirmation Sunday School officially begins on Sunday, September 19th at 10:00am in Lower Level 002/003.
• Faith Masterpieces are due on Sunday, September 19th by 10:00am. All projects are to be turned in directly to Pastor Pat in Lower Level 002/003 by 10:00am. *If you are creating a digital Faith Masterpiece, an electronic copy of
your project must still be submitted by the stated deadline.
• Sunday, September 26th: Faith Masterpiece Display at 10:00am.
•

Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
NEW Date: Boo-Hoo Back to School Breakfast for all 2021-2022 Flock (gr. 9-12) students & Parents in Room 108 will
be hosted on Sunday, August 22nd at 10am..
Coming Next Month
• Flock Sunday Morning Faith Formation begins a new year of ministry. All 9th -12th graders are invited to join us for a
year of deeper Scripture study, theological wrestling and of course, snackies. Our weekly Sunday morning gatherings will begin Sunday, September 12th at 9:15am in Room 108.
•

Christmas in July at Lutheridge
GSLC families got to spend some time away finding renewal and fun the mountains of North Carolina July 25 - 30th. It’s
always a good time celebrating Christmas in July!
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