The Shepherd’s Horn
February 2022
Lenten Small Groups
This year we will be doing a deep dive into the story of the Prodigal Son found in Luke’s
Gospel. Our discussion will center on a book by Henri Nouwen entitled The Return of the
Prodigal Son, a Story of Homecoming. GSLC will be providing a copy of the book to everyone who joins a small group.
Here is an excerpt from the jacket cover of the book, “Nouwen probes the several movements of the parable: the younger son’s return, the father’s restoration of sonship, the
elder son’s vengefulness, and the father’s compassion….in light of his own journey the
author evokes the powerful drama of the parable in a rich, captivating way that is sure to
reverberate in the hearts of readers. The themes of homecoming, affirmation, and reconciliation will be newly discovered by all who have known loneliness, dejection, jealousy or
anger.”
Small group sign-up will begin on February 13th in the lobby and online. Groups will be
meeting throughout the week, some will meet in person and others on Zoom. The study
is 5 weeks long, and will begin after Ash Wednesday, which is March 2. Set your intention
to “grow in faith” this Lenten Season and join a small group!

Simple Soup Supper - Ash Wednesday
Please join us for the Simple Soup Supper on Ash Wednesday, March 2 from 5:15 to 6:45
p.m. The menu will include, homemade soup, salad, bread, dessert and drinks. You may
sign up for the supper on Realm (https://onrealm.org). We are looking for cooks who are
willing to make a pot of soup to share or a dessert. If you are able to make soup or dessert, please indicate so when you sign up or contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com. Finally if you can help with clean up after the dinner, please
contact Pastor Pat at the email listed above.
We are looking forward to breaking bread together as we begin our Lenten pilgrimage.

Online Ministry

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

To like or not to like? Facebook is one of the social media platforms Good Shepherd uses to share the Good News and live out our mission online. We use it to
share pictures of our community serving and connecting. We use it to connect
people with the Word and sermons. We use it to share music or updates on
events. It’s a great way to stay connected to GSLC and our faith throughout the week.
We also can use Facebook to get our message and ministry in front of new faces or invite
new people into a life of discipleship with our community. And that’s where you come in!
The more a piece of content (like a picture or video) gets liked, the more Facebook will
share that with other people to see. Just by clicking the “Like” on Facebook, you are
helping spread the word about what Good Shepherd is all about. It’s as simple as that.
So help get the word out about the ways we are Sharing, Growing, and Serving this
month by giving us a like when our content comes on your feed. Better yet, stop by our
Facebook Page (@GSLC.Cinci) to make sure you aren’t missing updates on what happening online.
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Church News
Good Shepherd Endowment Grant Applications
Good Shepherd established an endowment fund in 1996. Its Articles of Operation allow income from the fund to be dispersed in the form of grants for:
•
•

Projects or programs by Christian organizations that advance the gospel; or
Projects or programs by secular organizations whose mission and proposed use of funds is in keeping with the Christian gospel;

The Endowment Application process is open now through February 20th, 2022, for grants that will be awarded in April of
2022 We anticipate that several grants will be awarded and will typically be between $5,000 and $10,000. The Endowment Fund Team will select several applications for the congregation to vote on to determine the number and amount
of grants awarded. Voting will happen in March.
If you know of an organization that would be interested in applying for a Grant, please pass along this link to the application, http://goodshepherd.com/EGA.

Spring Rummage Sale
Save Your Treasures! Spring Rummage Sale – Saturday, March 12, 2022 from 8am – 1pm. Donations accepted Thursday,
March 10th and Friday, March 11th Large item pick-up is unavailable at this time and please, no electronics older than 3
years. Proceeds benefit the 2022 Youth Gathering.

VBS 2022
Blast off to VBS 2022 June 20 – 24 from either 9am – noon or 6pm – 8pm
Launch sequence initiated for GSLC members beginning April 1st via REALM; remaining spots open to
the community beginning April 15th.

Will Your Generosity Leave a Legacy?
Many of you reading this already support Good Shepherd with your ongoing weekly, monthly or annual gifts. Your generosity puts flesh on our mission to Share, Grow, Serve. You truly are an important part of the generosity of our congregation. We are grateful for your gifts, which are your testimony to your faith in the generosity of God.
Have you ever considered giving a gift that would continue to bless our mission even after your death? Is your Estate
Plan in need of an update? Please remember to include charities that are doing work that you value, in your estate
plan—including Good Shepherd! If you are generous now with your gifts, why not later?

December Finances

Thank you for your ongoing generosity which fuels our mission!

Outreach
Taft Elementary
On a pretty snowy day, we met with our 2 second grade classes and 2 third grade classes on January 28 to talk about jobs/
careers and the importance of math, reading and writing to any job. Students were encouraged to graduate from high
school. The students heard a story identifying career hats and pictures and then had a discussion about jobs. They then
Outreach continued on Page 3.
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Outreach continued
played career bingo where they had to guess what a job was
from a few clues and then searched for that job on their bingo
card. The students loved guessing what a job was from the
clues and enjoyed the Smarties candy they used as markers.
We want to thank Mary N, Kathy S, Cathy B, Carolyn K, Kathy P,
Bob H, Bill S, Joan M, and Carol K.
Our next adopt a class event will be February 10 where we will
focus on kindness. Pastor Alex will tell a story to the students
about caring and kindness. The students will then make the
paper quilt blocks for a kindness quilt. We will assemble the
blocks into a quilt that the school will hang on a wall to help
everyone remember the importance of kindness. This should
be a fun event with lots of opportunities to interact with the
children and talk about kindness. We hope you can make it.

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

Interested in knowing more about Good Shepherd’s ministry at
Taft Elementary? Please contact one of the ministry co-leaders,
Sue Matz (513-646-6928 cell or sgmatz13@gmail.com) or Beth Townsend (513-607-0135 cell
or beth.townsend@me.com). We would love to welcome you into the meaningful activities
occurring at Taft Elementary.

Bible Babes Outreach
Bible Babes of Good Shepherd have been supporting the ELCA
Good Gifts program at Christmas for several years. This year we
collected $295.00 at our December Bible study to buy gifts from the
Good Gifts catalog. We chose to use our money to buy a latrine and
training to provide hygiene and a healthier community, mosquito
netting to protect against malaria, and a microloan to a woman to
start a small business to help overcome poverty. Because we are part of a global community,
we are called to grow the church, fight hunger and transform lives. See Page 7 for more information about when Bible Babes meets.

Souper Bowl of Caring
Are you excited for the Superbowl? Want to further GSLC’s
outreach as part of the Souperbowl of Caring service project?
Help us reach our goal of making 500 bookmarks to support
both the Teachers Resource Center at Crayons to Computers
AND 2nd – 6th graders at Taft Elementary through our AdoptA-Class partnership at our SUPER BOOKMARK MAKING event
on Superbowl Sunday at 10am in the Fellowship Hall.
Good Shepherd will provide all the bookmark making materials. Many of the bookmarks can be colored by hands of all
ages (see examples to the right).
Not into coloring? No worries! There are plenty of jobs for
others, too (stickering, cutting, laminating, bundling and
packaging, etc.)
Drop your canned goods off in the lobby and meet us in the
Fellowship Hall at 10am on Soupbowl Sunday!

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning
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WORSHIP & MUSIC
Happy February from the staff in the Department of Worship and Music! For the last few months in
this column, we have been sharing some teaching about the various components of the liturgy, including the psalm, the Kyrie, and the Gloria. This month, we’d like to share a little with you about
the creed, and the various creeds that we use in our Lutheran worship.
From the ELCA: “Like the Scriptures, the three ecumenical creeds — the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene
Creed, and the Athanasian Creed — are written documents. They originate from the earliest centuries of the Christian church’s history, a time when theological and philosophical questions about the
identity of Jesus were widely debated among Christians. All three creeds affirm that God is fully present in Jesus, that
Jesus Christ is both God and human (not a semi-divine or superhuman creature that is neither). These three creeds are
called ecumenical because they are all accepted and used by the overwhelming majority of the world’s Christians. All
three are affirmed in the Lutheran confessional writings and in the ELCA’s governing documents.
Although these three creeds, like the Scriptures, are written, most Christians experience and use them spoken aloud
with other Christians in worship. Along with many other Christians, Lutherans use the Apostles’ Creed at baptism; it is
also the Creed most often used in basic Christian education (as in the Small Catechism). Lutheran Christians often use the
Nicene Creed at festivals like Easter and Christmas and during seasons of the year related to those festivals. Some Lutheran congregations recite the Athanasian Creed on Trinity Sunday (the Sunday after Pentecost) because of its focus on
the relationships between the persons of the Triune God.”
All three of these creeds date to the 300s CE. The one we most commonly use at Good Shepherd is the Apostles Creed,
which likely originated in its current form in 5th-century Gaul. An early form of this creed was called the “Old Roman
Symbol”, and its current name is taken from a belief that was held at the time that each of the twelve Apostles contributed to the text.
During the Easter Season, we will begin to pray the Nicene Creed together. The Nicene Creed was written at the First
Council of Nicea, which occurred in 325. It was adopted to resolve differences about the Trinitarian nature of God, and it
is now the standard liturgical creed of the Roman Catholic church. The third creed used by Lutherans is the Athanasian
creed, which is much longer than the other two (44 lines) and rarely used in public worship. It explains in great detail
Christian teaching about the Trinity, describing each person of the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) is described as
uncreated, limitless, eternal, and omnipotent.
Martin Luther, recognizing the power of music to teach and evangelize, wrote a chorale based on the Nicene Creed
called Wir glaben all in einen Gott” (We all believe in one God), and this chorale was an integral part of Lutheran worship
in German for many centuries, holding the same place in the liturgy as our creed does now.

Upcoming Music Department Events
Sunday, March 6th at 3:00 PM: Dr. Kevin Seal Organ Recital. Please join us for the Cincinnati recital debut of our Director
of Worship and Music, Dr. Kevin Seal. Dr. Seal will play works by Bach, Brahms, Petr Eben, and Maurice Duruflé as well as
an improvisation on a theme that will be presented to him at the recital. This will be a wonderful afternoon celebrating
the capabilities of our Bunn-Minnick pipe organ under the fingers of our new Director of Worship and Music.
Friday, April 15th, at 7:00 PM. Join us for Good Friday worship, featuring the passion reading and a performance of Gabriel Fauré’s famous Requiem with Good Shepherd choral singers, a professional orchestra, and Good Shepherd member
Vernon Hartman, Baritone.

Small Groups
MOPS
Mothers of Pre-school aged children meet monthly at GSLC September thru May on the second Tuesday evening of the
month. The theme for the year is “All for Love” based on 1 Cor. 13:4-7.
The next community meeting for this program year is Tuesday, February 8th at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall at the
church. If you would like more information about MOPS please contact us at GSLCMOPS513@gmail.com or check us out
on Facebook @GSLCMOPS. (Small groups continued on Page 5).
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Small Groups Continued
Literature & Our Faith
Come join Literature and Our Faith on February 21st by Zoom as we discuss "The Four Winds" by Kristin Hannah. "Through
one woman’s survival during the harsh and haunting Dust Bowl, master storyteller, Kristin Hannah, reminds us that the human heart and our Earth are as tough, yet as fragile, as a change in the wind." Our March 21st read is “Hamnet” by Maggie
O”Farrell, back in our usual spot in the church library.
We meet on the third Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
Please let Karen Mazzei know by email, kmazzei@hotmail.com or phone 513-290-8819 if you would like to join us. Reading
the book is never a requirement for a great conversation!

Moms of Faith

"... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith." ~Romans 1:12

Moms of Faith is a group of moms whose children are school aged and older. Meetings are Tuesday afternoons at 12:30
p.m. for mutual support and encouragement. The 4th Tuesday of the month will be a Bible Study. The 2021-2022 study is
“Get Out of Your Head” by Jennie Allen. Location will vary depending on weather. For more information about Moms of
Faith and confirm the latest plans, please contact Lisa Meili by emailing her at larm@cinci.rr.com.

Pub Theology
Jesus in a Bar! Join Men Doing Life for a beer and some discussions about life, faith, doubt, and other matters. Skeptical?
Come sit around a table with us as we discuss a wide ranging variety of ideas for the sake of deepening our relationships
and widening our perspectives. Pub Theology meets the third Tuesday of every month at 7 pm at MVP Sports Bar & Grille
in Silverton (6923 Plainfield Rd, 45236).
Plan to join us on February 15th!
Contact Pastor Alex at
ahoops@goodshepherd.com with questions.

Good Shepherd Outdoors
We had 13 folks brave the cold in January for a brisk walk at the Cincinnati Nature Center
this past January. Younger participants enjoyed a 1.5 mile walk on the Butterfly Trail,
while others enjoyed a 4-5 mile hike through the valleys and hills of the preserve.
Interested in joining this month? We’d love to have you stretch your legs and explore
Creation in the cold. Our next outing is a hike at Miami Whitewater Forest on February
5th at 10 am. Different hiking lengths from 1.5 to 5+ miles. A fee is required to access
Hamilton County Parks. Sign-up via the event on Realm (onrealm.org) OR by contact
Scott Puthoff (sputhoff@goodshepherd.com).
Email Scott if you’d like email updates on all things Good Shepherd Outdoors (sputhoff@goodshepherd.com).

Women of the ELCA
Women of Good Shepherd are invited to be part of Peace Circle. We will meet on Monday,
February 21, 2022, at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall. The Bible study for the day will be
“The Kingdom of God: Beautiful Feet” found in the January/February edition of Gather
magazine and led by Jackie Cutshall. Refreshments will be provided by Koben Hinman.
As our outreach, we continue to support the Peaselee Neighborhood Center in downtown Cincinnati. You may bring individual pkgs. of snack items (juice boxes, fruit cups, crackers, cookies, granola bars, goldfish, etc. but no peanut butter) as
well as powdered drink mix, sanitary hand wipes and disposable masks.

55+ Club
March 1st - Our guest speaker for March will be the ever popular Paul Daugherty from the Cincinnati Enquirer. "Doc" is always entertaining with his great quotes and his entertaining insight on the news and the new makers. Paul is ready to keep
Good Shepherd and our 55+ club up to date with current events and will have much to say about the Bengals and their
surge to the Super Bowl in 2022.
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Kids Connect
The month of February will focus on the theme of caring at Kids Connect
as we learn about the story of the 4 Friends from Luke 5:17-26. Our rotations will include Technology - making short videos about friends who help
each other out, Cooking – making friendship starter bread, and Science –
experimenting with simple pulleys. February will also include an All-Ages
event on Sunday, February 13th where families will have a chance to create bookmarks to benefit Crayons to Computers in support of our local teachers.
Wondering what Kids Connect is? Kids Connect is our Sunday morning faith practice hour for youth ages 3 through 6th
grade. We meet at 10am in Room 100 to make deeper connections with each other and the Bible. Youth will explore
these Bible Stories through various hands-on rotation activities, such as Cooking, Creative Drama, and Art.
Interested in registering a child(ren) for Kids Connect? Hard-copy forms can be found on the Youth Faith Formation
Bulletin Board located next the library or you can simply register via REALM (https://onrealm.org).

Want to share your love of Jesus with young people at GSLC? Contact Jen Jarman (jjarman@goodshepherd.com) to
learn how to volunteer.

Parent Connect
Parent Connect is a new group for any parent who wants to foster relationships with other GSLC parents. Their next
meeting will be January 9th at 10 am. Drop off your child(ren) at Kids Connect at 10am in Room 100 and then walk
down the hallway to Room 101 to Parent Connect. Questions? Contact Emily Hoops at emilyjhoops@gmail.com or Jill
Messner at jillybean141@gmail.com.

Adult Connect - January
February 6- We are thrilled to welcome Pastor Rachel Tune, from Wittenberg University in Springfield, OH, and Pastor Rachel’s friend Samina Ahmed, who is a Muslim, as they discuss Christianity and Islam. Since Sept. 11, 2001, Samina has spoken in the Springfield community about her faith, to help people understand Islam better, and to strengthen a sense of community. She is on the planning committee for Springfield City’s Global Peace and Education Network, which focuses on relationship building, addressing race relations and/or discrimination, and understanding faith
and cultural traditions. On February 6th, she will share what the 5 pillars of Islam are and how she observes the month
of Ramadan (which this year begins April 2). Samina and Pastor Rachel will share a little bit about their friendship, and
how their different faith traditions are part of their friendship. Questions welcome!
February 13- We will be gathering as a whole congregation for a Sunday of Service at the 10am hour. Souper Bowl of
Caring will be happening throughout the morning, so bring your donations of food and cash, all donations remain in
our community. We will also be making bookmarks for Crayons To Computers to help local schools. This will be an
upbeat day as we grow connections among the generations and help our community at the same time.
February 20—Pastor Alice Connor will be doing an interview “red couch style” with Dr. Debra Spotts Merchant, JD,
is the Vice-President for Student Affairs at the University of Cincinnati (UC). Debra has experience on both ends and
along the spectrum of student development. Before joining UC in 1998 as the Director for Disability Services, Debra
held various professional positions in education. She received her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Learning and
Behavior Disorders from Morehead State University and the University of Kentucky, respectively. She is also a graduate of the University of Kentucky, College of Law.
Ms. Merchant has southern roots and was "raised in the church". Her faith has been shaped by her family and participation in multiple faith based communities throughout her life. She is married to John Merchant, has one amazing
daughter, a wonderful son-in-law and an adorable grandson. Join us for a conversation about faith, joy, and academia.
February 27 and March 6—We welcome back Pastor Andy Tune, Campus Pastor at Wittenberg University in Springfield, OH. He will be discussing the topic, “The Big Bang and Creation” on 2/27 and “Evolution and Redemption” on
3/6. Come and hear some interesting discussion about how we can believe in Scripture and modern science! We
don’t have to choose one or the other. Come with your questions!
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm (https://onrealm.org).

•

•

Preschoolers
Preschool Prayer Faith Milestone on Saturday, February 5th from 10am – 11am. This special Faith Milestone is designed for our youngest disciples (ages 2-4) to attend with their parents to practice different ways to pray throughout the day. Look for a letter with more information this month.
Kindergarten & 1st Graders
Worship Faith Milestone on Saturday, March 19th from 10am – 11am. Children will be introduced to the different
parts of a typical Lutheran worship service so that they will feel more comfortable and confident in participating in
a worship service, no matter how young they are. Come learn more about why we do what we do when we do it
during a Lutheran Worship Service. Please RSVP by March 16th to Jen Jarman so that GSLC staff can plan accordingly.

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
Parent Zoom Check-In: Monday, February 7th from 7pm – 8pm. Meeting link will be emailed by Pastor Pat to all parents.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, February 19th from 10am – noon. RSVP by 2/15/22.
• Winter Retreat: Saturday, February 26th from 8:00am – 9:00pm at Camp Kern.
• No Confirmation Class: Sunday, February 27th.
Coming Next Month
• Rummage Sale Fundraiser: Saturday, March 12th from 8am – 2pm.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, March 19th from 10am – Noon.
• Parents & 8th Grade Student Faith Masterpiece Meeting on Sunday, March 20th at 10:00am with Pastor Pat via
Zoom (no class for 7th graders).
•

Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
Youth Gathering Prep Meeting #2: Sunday, February 6th at 11:10am.
Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, February 19th from 10am – noon. RSVP by 2/15/22.
Flock Cooking Challenge: Sunday, February 27th at 4:00pm via Zoom. Meeting link posted in the Flock Group Me
Chat.
Coming Next Month
• Youth Gathering Prep Meeting #3: Sunday, March 6th at 11:10am.
• Rummage Sale Set-Up: March 10th from 7pm – 9pm.
• Rummage Sale Set-Up: March 11th from 7pm – 10pm.
• Rummage Sale Fundraiser: March 12th from 8am – 2pm.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, March 19th from 10am – Noon.
•
•
•

Please register for any Adult Faith Formation via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd or 891-1700, x. 120.

“Who Are You?” - A Study of the Gospel of Luke
Monday mornings, Led by Pastor Pete Rudowski Luke is the emphasis of the church calendar in
2022. This class has been extended from its original 4 dates, so plan to join Pastor Pete on Mondays to explore the Gospel of Luke.
Bible Babes
This group of women meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month to read and discuss various Bible Stories. Contact
Jen Jarman if you have question (jjarman@goodshepherd.com). No preregistration required!
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Youth and Family Ministry
Fun-In-Faith Retreat
Who: 2nd – 5th grade students
What: Fun-in-Faith Elementary Retreat through Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of Ohio (LOMO)
When: February 18-19, 2022
Where: Lutheran Memorial Camp in Fulton, OH
Why: A great way to introduce youth to camp
Cost: $50 (GSLC is investing an additional $38 per youth)
Step out of the church and into the woods. This retreat is full of fun activities, hiking, group games, crafts, campfires, discovery Bible study and worship. Let LOMO give you a fabulous introduction to camp! REGISTRATION DUE February 4th,
2022.

Summer Camp Dinner
Join Jen Jarman and Jillian Teeters (Lutheridge Camp Counselor) for a Camp Curious Dinner on February 6th at 5:30pm to
learn more about both YOUTH and FAMILY summer camp options for Summer 2022. Emerging research from the National
Study of Youth and Religion demonstrate that a week at summer camp is transformational in the faith formation of our
youth. Specifics findings tell us that: children/youth who attend religious summer camp were over three times more likely to
remain religious five years later than those who did not attend (Sorenson, 2014) and campers participate more frequently in
devotional practices that sustain faith long-term: including Bible study, prayer, church attendance, and conversations with
their family about faith.
Come find out more about Camp Luther and Lutheridge and dates that other GSLC youth and families will be attending
camp because attending together is more fun! RSVP via REALM (onrealm.org).

Livestream camera operators
GSLC is looking for volunteers that would be willing to learn and operate our livestream worship cameras. Training starts with a self-directed online overview of the system and progresses
to a time of a shadowing trained operators, hands-on practice during Contemporary Worship
Music Practice, assisted operating of cameras during worship, and then finally operation of the
cameras unassisted. Training is done at the comfort level of the volunteer. If you have interest in video/cameras or are just
looking for a new skill or way to serve our mission - email Scott Puthoff at sputhoff@goodshepherd.com.

NEWS FROM THE EDGE

Make a Casserole, Help a Student
The Edge House is open again and they would love to see your face and your cooking at
Nosh. Nosh is their Sunday evening dinner-church, with food provided by folks like you!
You can sign up here for cooking dates online (https://tinyurl.com/tevfwbx9). Want to
know more information about cooking for nosh? Check out their website: https://www.edge-uc.org/nosh .
Contact Pastor Alice with questions at aconnor@goodshepherd.com.
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