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Good Shepherd Endowment Grants
Good Shepherd established an endowment fund in 1996. Its Articles of Operation allow
income from the fund to be dispersed in the form of grants for:
•
•

Projects or programs by Christian organizations that advance the gospel; or
Projects or programs by secular organizations whose mission and proposed use of
funds is in keeping with the Christian gospel;

The Endowment fund team is opening the application process from January 3rd until
February 20th, 2022, for grants that will be awarded in April of 2022 We anticipate that
several grants will be awarded and will typically be between $5,000 and $10,000. The Endowment Fund Team will select several applications for the congregation to vote on to
determine the number and amount of grants awarded. Voting will happen in March.
If you know of an organization that would be interested in applying for a Grant, please
pass along this link to the application, http://goodshepherd.com/EGA The link will be live
starting on January 3rd.

Good Shepherd’s Gift Policy
When you remember Good Shepherd in your estate planning we are ready to receive
your gift! All undesignated gifts of $5000 or more will be allocated in the following way:
•
•
•

25% will go to help our neighbors beyond our church walls in the form of outreach
35% will go into Good Shepherd’s Endowment Fund which annually offers grants to
local organizations that are doing work that reflects the Gospel in our community
40% will be used at Council’s discretion to grow our ministry in innovative ways.

When you remember Good Shepherd in your estate plan, your gift will NOT be used to
pay the light bill or fund our current budget. It will give us the ability to answer God’s call
to do ministry in new ways to grow disciples and help those in need. Have you remembered Good Shepherd in your estate plan? Talk to Pastor Heidi, Buzz Dorward, Tim Zaring
or Dave Dietrichson for more information about our Gift Policy.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Lent 2022
As in year’s past we will be doing a small group study during the season of Lent in 2022.
The study will be based on Henri Nouwen’s book, The Return of the Prodigal Son. In his
powerful book Nouwen probes the various parts of the parable, the younger son’s return, the father’s restoration of sonship, the elder son’s vengefulness, the father’s compassion. The New Oxford review says of this book, “the themes of homecoming, affirmation and reconciliation will be newly discovered by those who have known loneliness, dejection, jealousy or anger. The challenge to love as the father and be loved as the son will
be seen as the ultimate revelation of the parable. “
If you would like to be a small group leader, please let Pastor Heidi know now, as group
signup will begin at the end of January. The Good Shepherd staff will be writing a companion leaders guide to help facilitate our discussion. Books will be available for all who
join a small group! If you are looking to grow in faith join a small group and find the joy of
growing with others!

Adult FF

5-6

Church News

1

Families

4

GSLC Connect

6

Outreach

3

Small Groups

5

Worship

2

Youth Groups

7

Like and Follow Us on Social Media!
@GSLC.Cinci

@gslcmedia

@GSLC-Cinci

@goodshepherdluthern

@GSLCMedia

WORSHIP & MUSIC

The Season of Christmas
Merry Christmas from the Worship and Music office here at Good Shepherd! “Christmas,” you say?
Didn’t that end a week ago? It certainly did not! The 12 days of Christmas are still in full force, and
the season will not end until Epiphany on January 6th. The Sunday after Epiphany (January 9th) is
celebrated as Baptism of the Lord, and while it isn’t technically part of the Christmas season, the
themes of the coming, birth, and initiation of Christ are still a part of the liturgy and readings.
One focus of this column for the past couple of months has been some teaching on various parts of
the liturgy, particularly portions of the liturgy that we have been re-introducing into our Sunday
practices here at GSLC. Two months ago we talked about Psalms, and their history as sung prayers for both the Jewish
and Christian faiths, and last month we discussed the Kyrie and it’s place in our opening rites. This month, partially inspired by the Christmas season, we will learn a bit about the Hymn of Praise, which in our Lutheran church rotates between the Gloria in Excelsis and the hymn This is the Feast of Victory.

In our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship (or ELW for short), in between the Gathering Song and the Prayer of the
Day, there is a stipulation that “One of the following or another canticle of praise may be sung by all.”
The Gloria in Excelsis is yet another ancient text that has been a part of Christian worship since the earliest days of the
church. The canticle, which is also a Doxology (hymn of praise) is derived partially from the Gospel of Luke, chapter 2,
when the angels announced the birth of Christ to the shepherds by singing “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to those whom he favors!” Additional text was added in the 2nd and 3rd centuries. This text is one surviving example of a “private psalm”, poems of praise that were written for prayer in imitation of the psalms. As a portion of the
ordinary of the communion service (the elements of the service that do not change from Sunday to Sunday), the Gloria
has been musically set in many different ways, from Gregorian chant, to modern congregational hymns, to large scale
classical works lasting 20 or more minutes.
As Lutherans, we have the option of using other canticles of praise in place of the Gloria. You may notice that during
the Christmas season we are singing Angels we have Heard on High at our traditional worship services, for instance. We
also have a canticle that has become an integral part of the sung traditions of the English-speaking Lutheran community, This is the Feast of Victory. This song was written in 1975 by Richard Hillert, a Lutheran composer who taught at Concordia University Chicago, and it has become an important Easter-tide tradition of the Lutheran church in America.
There you have it! Two canticles. One very old, and one quite new, both serving to enhance our worship by providing
us with another opportunity to praise the glories of God! So, the next time we sing a Gloria in our worship, raise your
voices with the church universal and let yourself be heard!

The Return of the Handbell Choir
The Handbell choir is returning this month! We will have our first meeting on Monday, January 10th, at 6:30 PM, and will
meet subsequent Mondays from 6:30-8:00. All are welcome, but you must sign up beforehand. Please contact Director
of Worship and Music Dr. Kevin Seal at kseal@goodshepherd.com or 513-891-1700 ext. 117 for questions or details.
Good Shepherd Chancel Choir-Our Chancel Choir is back to meeting regularly! The group meets on Wednesday nights at
7:00 PM, and sings the first three Sundays of each month at the 11:00 AM service. All are welcome, and no audition is
required! Please contact Director of Worship and Music Dr. Kevin Seal at kseal@goodshepherd.com or 513-891-1700 ext.
117 for questions or details.
A very special THANK YOU to all our talented volunteers who gave their time and talents to help make our Advent and
Christmas services so beautiful. Thank you all for your efforts!

Thank You Good Shepherd!
As a staff we say “thanks” to everyone who gifted us with cards and presents, fed us, prayed for us, and encouraged us during the seasons of Christmas and Advent. Your kindness and care helped us to know the joy
of life together in a family of faith. Thank you for being Christ to us during this busy time!
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From Pastor Heidi Johns

Outreach

Our Mission

Taft Elementary
Our Christmas visit took place on Wednesday,
December 15th at 10:30 am with our 3rd grade
students and at 11:45 am with our 2nd grade students. 20 volunteers helped as the students
made a gift for a loved one to take home, a
framed picture of themselves that they decorated with Christmas stickers. The students were
very excited to have a present to give a loved
one. One little boy exclaimed that his mom always gives him a gift and this was the first time
he would be able to give her one. They listened
to Christmas stories and ate Christmas cookies
for a snack. Although, some wrapped up the cookies to take home and share with others. It
was heartwarming to see how excited the students were to share with their loved ones. The
students ended the visit opening the gifts purchased through Good Shepherd’s Christmas
Gift Program. They were thrilled with their sweatshirt, socks, blanket, stuffed animal, and the
fidget toys wrapped just for them. We received VERY heartfelt thanks and hugs. Thank to Bill
and Kathy Shuman and Mary Naylor for leading these activities.

Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

School is on winter break but we will begin tutoring, writing our pen pals and working the
food pantry in January. Our next Adopt a Class visit will be Thursday, January 20, and our
topic will be jobs. Please look for more details in January.
Interested in knowing more about Good Shepherd’s ministry at Taft Elementary? Please contact one of the ministry co-leaders, Sue Matz (513-646-6928 cell or sgmatz13@gmail.com) or
Beth Townsend (513-607-0135 cell or beth.townsend@me.com). We would love to welcome
you into the meaningful activities occurring at Taft Elementary.

Christmas Gift Program
Thank you for participating in the Christmas Gift Program this
year! We provided 50 gift cards to IHN, a gift bag with a
sweatshirt, socks, lap blanket, stuffed animal and fidget toy
to 65+ students at Taft Elementary, gift cards for the Taft
teachers and paraprofessionals, restocked the Tiger store,
gifts for five Graceworks Enhanced Living homes, and were
able to provide additional support to those organizations
through donations we received in excess of what we asked. Your generosity is greatly appreciated! Thank you also to all those that donated their time to show the love of Christ to others through this program.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love
Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality

Fabric Works Ministries

Compassion

Knitters,Crocheters, Quilters make cozy blankets to comfort families! No less than 65 baby blankets, car carrier covers, and quilts
have been lovingly created by Good Shepherd handwork.

Stewardship

God has blessed these talented hands to comfort others in their
need. They never know who receives their work, right here in Cincinnati. In a turn of phrase, God's Love, Our Hands. Anyone can help,
even teens who might make no sew fleece blankets might help. We
have yarn for knitting or crocheting and can supply you, if you are inspired. There's no deadline, so work on your own, or come to Piecemakers to build quilts. To help or for questions, contact Tina Morowski (quilting) 513-293-6741 or Koben Hinman (baby knitting, crocheting) 513-503-9485. God blesses us to bless others in love, and blankets.

Integrity
Learning
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SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)

Caring Ministry at Good Shepherd
At Good Shepherd we have a variety of caring ministries which help members care for and walk
with other members as needed. Over the last years this caring ministry has developed into ten
unique and self-sustaining care ministries. Those CFAM (Caring for All Members) ministries are
the following: Stephen Ministry, Parish Visitors, Minor Home Repair Team, Bereavement Team,
Emergency Meals for Members, Transportation Team, Hospital Callers, Prayer Chain, Shepherd’s
Pantry, and Just In Case Registry.
Each CFAM ministry area has a team leader and there are various members who have volunteered to serve in these ten
CFAM ministries. We are grateful to God for the commitment many members have made to serve others as the Good
Shepherd mission statement states. If you would like any information or have questions about these ministries, please
contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or call her at 891-1700, ext.111. If you know someone who could
benefit from one these ministries, please contact Pastor Pat at the email or phone number listed above.

Thank you to the GSLC Bereavement Team
The GSLC Bereavement Team recently hosted luncheons following the memorial and funeral services for Sharon
Throckmorton, Kathryn Hansen and Carol Dyson. A big thank to all the individuals who helped prepare for and served
at these luncheons. Also, thanks to those who baked cookies for them. Finally, thanks to Patty Jonason and Kathy
Shuman who are the Bereavement Team Leaders and who faithfully plan each of these events.
God comforts us every time we have trouble, so that we can comfort others when they have trouble. We can comfort
them with the same comfort that God gives us. 2 Cor. 1:4 (NCV)

Youth and Family Ministry

Fun-In-Faith Retreat
Who: 2nd – 5th grade students
What: Fun-in-Faith Elementary Retreat through Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of Ohio (LOMO)
When: February 18-19, 2022
Where: Lutheran Memorial Camp in Fulton, OH
Why: A great way to introduce youth to camp
Cost: $50 (GSLC is investing an additional $38 per youth)
Step out of the church and into the woods. This retreat is full of fun activities, hiking, group games, crafts, campfires, discovery Bible study and worship. Let LOMO give you a fabulous introduction to camp! REGISTRATION DUE February 1,
2022.

Summer Camp Dinner
Join Jen Jarman for a Camp Curious Dinner on January 23rd at 5:30pm to learn more about
both YOUTH and FAMILY summer camp options for Summer 2022. Emerging research from
the National Study of Youth and Religion demonstrate that a week at summer camp is transformational in the faith formation of our youth. Specifics findings tell us that: children/youth
who attend religious summer camp were over three times more likely to remain religious five
years later than those who did not attend (Sorenson, 2014) and campers participate more frequently in devotional practices
that sustain faith long-term: including Bible study, prayer, church attendance, and conversations with their family about faith.
Come find out more about Camp Luther and Lutheridge and dates that other GSLC youth and families will be attending
camp because attending together is more fun! RSVP via REALM (onrealm.org).
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Small Groups
MOPS
Mothers of Pre-school aged children meet monthly at GSLC September thru May on the second Tuesday evening of the month. The theme for the year is “All for Love” based on 1 Cor. 13:4-7.
The next community meeting for this program year is Tuesday, January 11th at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall at the church.
If you would like more information about MOPS please contact us at
GSLCMOPS513@gmail.com or check us out on Facebook @GSLCMOPS.

Literature & Our Faith
Come join Literature and Our Faith on January 17th via ZOOM as we discuss "A Gentleman in Moscow" by Amor
Towles. "A beautifully transporting novel about a man who is ordered to spend the rest of his life inside a luxury hotel. In
1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, and is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin."

We meet on the third Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
Please let Karen Mazzei know by email, kmazzei@hotmail.com or phone 513-290-8819 if you would like to join us. Reading
the book is never a requirement for a great conversation!
"... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith." ~Romans 1:12
Moms of Faith is a group of moms whose children are school aged and older. Meetings
are Tuesday afternoons at 12:30 p.m. for mutual support and encouragement. The 4th
Tuesday of the month will be a Bible Study. The 2021-2022 study is “Get Out of Your
Head” by Jennie Allen. Location will vary depending on weather. For more information
about Moms of Faith and confirm the latest plans, please contact Lisa Meili by emailing her at larm@cinci.rr.com.

Moms of Faith
Pub Theology

Jesus in a Bar! Join Men Doing Life for a beer and some discussions about life, faith, doubt, and other matters. Skeptical? Come sit around a table with us as we discuss a wide ranging variety of ideas
for the sake of deepening our relationships and widening our perspectives. Pub Theology meets
the third Tuesday of every month at 7 pm at MVP Sports Bar & Grille in Silverton (6923 Plainfield Rd,
45236). Plan to join us on January 18! Contact Pastor Alex at ahoops@goodshepherd.com with
questions.

Good Shepherd Outdoors
Go outside and connect with Creation! Join us for a hike at Cincinnati Nature Center on January 22nd at 10 am. Different
hiking lengths from 1.5 to 6+ miles. A fee is required to access the Nature Center if you are not a member. Sign-up via the
event on Realm (onrealm.org) OR by contact Scott Puthoff (sputhoff@goodshepherd.com).
Email Scott if you’d like email updates on all things Good Shepherd Outdoors (sputhoff@goodshepherd.com).
Please register for any Adult Faith Formation via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd or 891-1700, x. 120.

“Who Are You?” - A Study of the Gospel of Luke
Monday mornings, starting January 3rd at 10:00am; Led by Pastor Pete Rudowski Luke is the
emphasis of the church calendar in 2022. This raises four questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Who is Luke?
Who is Jesus in Luke’s gospel account?
Who are Jesus’ disciples in every age?
And, What makes Jesus’ disciples different from others?

These questions are the bases for discussion titled “Who are you?”. This class will be held in-person at GSLC and requires
a minimum of 10 participants.
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Kids Connect
Kids Connect will start the new year off by studying stories of the New Testament – The Disciples, Four Friends and
Banquet with Simon.
Wondering what Kids Connect is? Kids Connect is our Sunday morning faith practice hour for youth ages 3 through 6th
grade. We meet at 10am in Room 100 to make deeper connections with each other and the Bible. Youth will explore
these Bible Stories through various hands-on rotation activities, such as Cooking, Creative Drama, and Art.
Interested in registering a child(ren) for Kids Connect? Hard-copy forms can be found on the Youth Faith Formation
Bulletin Board located next the library or you can simply register via REALM (https://onrealm.org).
Want to share your love of Jesus with young people at GSLC? Contact Jen Jarman (jjarman@goodshepherd.com) to
learn how to volunteer.

Parent Connect
Parent Connect is a new group for any parent who wants foster relationships with other GSLC parents. Their next
meeting will be January 9th at 10 am. Drop off your child(ren) at Kids Connect at 10am in Room 100 and then walk
down the hallway to Room 101 to Parent Connect. Questions? Contact Emily Hoops at emilyjhoops@gmail.com or Jill
Messner at jillybean141@gmail.com.

Adult Connect - January
Engage with a variety of topics and teacher to begin your New Year:
January 9th and 16th | Pastor Alice Connor | Brave. Our own Pastor Alice will lead discussions with her new book, entitied “Brave”. Dive deep into stories from scripture that you may not be familiar with and learn about how the stories
of women have informed our faith. Women like Rachel, Leah, Miriam, Esther, and Lydia. Pastor Alice invites us not to
see them as players in a man’s story, but as brave foremothers of the faith.
You don’t need to have read the book to join in this challenging and enriching conversation! Please come!
January 23rd | Karen Mathison | ELCA World Hunger. We are blessed to welcome in Karen Mathison who works for
our national denomination’s World Hunger program. She’ll share with us how this impactful ministry of the ELCA is
touching the lives of people throughout the world. As Christians we are called to feed the hungry and clothe the naked - come to this informative forum and learn how the church (both local and global) is answering this call in the
United State and around the world. Through your generous support, Good Shepherd is able to donate $10,000 annually to this national-level ministry. Come and hear how you are impacting the lives of others and be inspired to learn
how we can continue to support the world of the ELCA World Hunger Program.
January 31st | Peg Conway | The Art of Reassembly. Local author, Peg Conway, talks about grief and the human experience. She is the author of “The Art of Reassembly” in which she explores the grief that has been her companion
since losing her mother to cancer when she was just 7 years old. A traumatic experience as an adult started her journey in exploring how childhood grief was still shaping her life. Come and learn about the power of grief and how to
find healing. This is a topic we all encounter, whether in our own lives or in the lives of our friends. This forum will
help equip you to embrace this important part of our lives.
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm (https://onrealm.org).

•

•

•

Preschoolers
Preschool Prayer Faith Milestone on Saturday, February 5th from 10am – 11am. This special Faith Milestone is designed for our youngest disciples (ages 2-4) to attend with their parents to practice different ways to pray throughout the day. Look for a letter with more information this month.
3rd and 4th Grades
Holy Communion Milestone for current 3rd and 4th grade families will start on Sunday mornings at 10am starting
on January 30th and will run for 5-consecutive Sundays through February 27th. Students will celebrate at a worship
service of their choice on Sunday, March 6th. A letter with more details was mailed at the beginning of the new
year.
4th Grade
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, January 23rd for the Presentation of Bibles to all of our current 4th graders.
The presentation will occur during our 9:00am Worship service, with a Workshop for families to attend immediately
following at 10:00am. A letter with more information was mailed at the end of December.

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
• No Confirmation Class Jan. 2nd in observance of the New Year’s holiday.
• Matthew 25 Ministries Service Morning: Saturday, January 8th from 11:00am – 1:00pm. RSVP via REALM by Jan. 3rd
as we only have 10 slots reserved.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, January 15th from 10am – noon. RSVP by Jan. 12th via REALM.
• Tough Questions of Faith Dinner: Sunday, January 30th from 5:30pm – 8:00pm for both parents and students. Pizza
is $3/person and please bring the following item to share according to your last name: A-G: Salad/Veggie/Fruit H-R:
Dessert S-Z: Drinks
• Topic: Evolution. RSVP by Jan. 26th via REALM.
Coming Next Month
• Parent Zoom Check-In: Monday, February 7th from 7pm – 8pm.
• Matthew 25 Ministries Service Morning: Saturday, February 12th from 11:00am – 1:00pm.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, February 19th from 10am – noon.
• Winter Retreat: Saturday, February 26th from 9:00am – 9:00pm at Camp Kern.
• No Confirmation Class: Sunday, February 27th.
Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
No Flock Sunday morning Faith Formation Jan. 2nd in observance of the New Year’s holiday.
Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, January 15th from 10am – noon. RSVP by Jan. 12th via REALM.
Youth Gathering Prep Meeting #1: Sunday, January 23rd at 11:10am. Bring $5 for lunch.
Flock Game Night: Saturday, January 29th from 6:00pm – 9:00pm at GSLC. All board games are welcome and
please bring an appetizer to share. RSVP by January 26th via REALM.
Coming Next Month
• Youth Gathering Prep Meeting #2: Sunday, February 6th at 11:10am.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, February 19th from 10am – noon.
• Flock Cooking Challenge: Sunday, February 27th at 4:00pm via Zoom.
•
•
•
•
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