The Shepherd’s Horn
July 2022
Transition Team Update!
The Good Shepherd Transition Team is seeking input from the congregation to guide our
Senior Pastor search process. Your answers will help us define who we are at GSLC and
our hopes for the future.
Please fill out this survey at your earliest convenience. We hope to get all the data together from this survey by the end of the month so that we can submit our Ministry Site Profile (MSP) in early August. Your speedy response is critical because once the MSP is complete, we can begin interviewing potential pastoral candidates.
The survey can be found at https://aytm.com/robBdDA and we would like to have them
all submitted by July 24th. Paper copies will be made available in the lobby of GSLC.
The Transition Team thanks you all for your speedy responses!

St Cuthbert’s Way
The pilgrimage is over but we hope you were able to follow the
St. Cuthbert’s Way pilgrims as they walked along the Borderlands between Scotland and England on the Good Shepherd
website under the News and Event section. As the daily entries
indicate, it was a pilgrimage filled with challenges and blessings
but the pilgrims walked it together experiencing God’s love,
compassion and surprises along the way. We prayed daily to set
out each morning with eyes open wide, open wide to see all God
had in store for us that day.
Ian Bradley, author of Following the Celtic Way says, “A pilgrimage has the power to allow pilgrims to come back with blessings
and with their lives somehow changed.” Please join the pilgrims in September at the
Adult Forum to view their pictures, hear their stories about the impact of this pilgrimage
and how their lives have been changed.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

For reflections and pictures from the trail, head on over to https://
members.goodshepherd.com/ and connect with the St Cuthbert’s Way webpage.
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Pastor’s Thoughts
I have to ask: “How are you spending your summer?” Are you getting some much-needed rest? Are
you reconnecting with family and friends? Are you doing any traveling?
Rest is important; we know that in order to be our best selves, we need to practice sabbath. Sometimes that means stepping away from our well-trod paths and seeking rest and sometimes it means
seeking adventure in a new environment; a change of pace!
Having just returned from vacation, I can say with absolute certainty that I was ready for a break
from the frenetic pace that comes with the end of a school year. A little time away from home for
some fun, sun, and family time was an absolute gift. But that wasn’t the only gift I appreciated on vacation.
I was continually grateful for the fact that I was able to stay connected to my community of faith. Though we were far
from Cincinnati, we were able to worship together with our community and hear a word that invited and challenged us
through our online worship resources. We were able to hear the voices of our community, see their faces, and follow
all the ministries of the church from across the country through all of our social media channels. I was grateful to hear
your voices singing songs of praise and lifting your prayers to our God. It was an absolute treat.
Maybe you are traveling this summer, too. Maybe you are staying put! Regardless of how you decide to spend your
summer, I hope you will remember to stay connected to the mission we share here at GSLC. This is an exciting time to
be the church. In the midst of our pastor search and in the midst of our continued ministry, we will continue to need all
hands-on deck as we boldly pursue our mission to Share God’s Grace, Grow our Faith, and Serve Others.
Whether you are traveling or not, I encourage you to stay connected to our in-person or online worship. Goodshepherd.com always has easy to find links for online worship (https://goodshepherd.com/Worship), news, and events
(https://goodshepherd.com/News-Events). I encourage you to stay up to date on your giving (and if you haven’t yet, fill
out an estimate of giving card at https://members.goodshepherd.com/EOG). I encourage you to keep up to date with
the information sent out over our email, social media, and our newsletter so that you can be in the loop during these
exciting times of transition and growth.

It is an exciting time to be the church, and I know that as the Spirit continues to move within this place, this congregation will respond confidently and courageously.
Peace,
Pastor Alex Hoops

Church News
The Good Shepherd Church Picnic Returns
Join Good Shepherd for the return of the annual Church Picnic on August 14, 2022 from 4:30 pm to 7:00 pm at Bechtold
Park’s Memorial Pavilion (4312 Sycamore Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45236). Good Shepherd provides provides hot dogs, metts,
brats, and drinks, we ask that you bring your favorite picnic side dish or dessert to share.
Live music provided by GSLC member Kevin Plaugher's band, Common Thread (https://www.facebook.com/
CommonThreadGranville/).
Bathrooms are located at the pavilion. Feel free to bring outdoor toys and games to enjoy. A playground is located close
by for kids.
Sign-up online at https://onrealm.org/.

Nursery School Still Accepting Applications!
Good Shepherd Nursery School is still accepting applications for the 2022-2023 School Year. If you have interest in learning more, head on over to https://gsns.info/ or email Michelle, GSNS Director, at GSNSDirector@GoodShepherd.com.

Church News Continued on Page 3
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VBS 2022 THANK YOU! (Church News Continued)
VBS 2022 was out of this world! Thank you to everyone who supported our To Mars and Beyond VBS ministry this summer! We had
100 youth participate, over 50 volunteers serve each day and collected approximately 400 books for the Pastor Heidi Johns Library
at Taft Elementary.

WORSHIP & MUSIC
There are a lot of moving parts to making our worship services run
smoothly here at Good Shepherd. Clergy, music directors, powerpoint operators, singers, drummers, and many others all dedicate
considerable time and effort to sharing their God-given gifts and talents with us each weekend. However, there is another group of
members, composed entirely of volunteers, without whom our worship simply would not be able to happen. These people are our Worship Servants, and they do many important tasks for worship and festival days. We in the
Worship and Music office are always looking for volunteers to help enhance our worship
and now is a great time to sign up to join these ministries and become an essential part of
what makes our worship run smoothly. Come join us! Here is a run-down of our various
volunteer opportunities:

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

Readers: As Martin Luther taught, our understanding of scripture is central to our faith as
Christians and Lutherans. Help others to understand the scriptures by helping to proclaim
them in worship as a reader! It is helpful to have good public speaking skills, but certainly
not necessary, as training and coaching is available.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Ushers: Our ushers are a critical part of our hospitality ministries! When people come to
church, and particularly when guests visit for the first time, our ushers are the first person
that they meet. If you love to help people and make sure that everything is orderly, God
may be calling you to usher at Good Shepherd!

Unconditional love

Altar Guild: Our Altar Guild is responsible for setting up and cleaning up for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper on communion Sundays. Communion is not only a great gift
from God, but it’s also an important time for our community, as we recognize and celebrate Christ’s sacrifice in the bread and wine and learn to love one another more deeply.
Don’t know what to do? No problem! There is training available!
Communion Assistant: The role of the Communion Assistant is an important one in our
worship. Communion Assistants help with the administration and distribution of Holy
Communion and help to bring our visible sign of God’s love to the congregation!
Acolyte: Last but certainly not least, we are bringing back Acolyte ministries! Acolytes
assist our pastors in all aspects of worship, from lighting the candles before worship, to
carrying the cross in processions. Our Acolytes have generally been young people, aged 10
and above in the past, but the ministry is open to all who willing to assist in the celebration at God’s table!
Our current Worship Servant schedule runs through the end of August. This is a perfect
time to join these important ministries and help the Good Shepherd community in its most
important regular celebration of the week: weekend Worship at Good Shepherd!

Our Core Values

Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service

Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning

For more information, and to sign-up to serve in worship, please contact Dr. Kevin Seal,
Director of Worship and Music, at kseal@goodshepherd.com or 513-891-1700 x. 117
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Outreach
Taft Elementary
This year the Taft Literacy Team of Mary Adams, Nina Urban-Hettich and Lena Schwarz have taken the funds donated to
the 2021 Christmas Card program and spread them as far as possible to reach every student at Taft Elementary with all students in our four adopted class’s each receiving a monthly book and all Taft students receiving at least one book this year.
Books have also been purchased for a teacher library, the student library, and the new book vending machine. Thank you
to this team for their huge hearts for literacy and their tenacious creativity in finding books to reach as many children as
possible.
Head on over to https://goodshepherd.com/News-Events/ for a full report of what the Literacy Team has done at Taft Elementary and their plans for the 2022-2023 school year and how you can support their program.
The new Heidi Johns library and maker space at Taft is in the process of being assembled! The room is currently full of boxes and the school has asked for help in turning this into the library.

Contact Sue Matz know at sgmatz13@gmail.com if you’d like to learn more about how to support this program!

Habitat for Humanity
The Eastside Coalition of Churches will be working on a new single-story home located at 434 Dexter
Avenue, Lockland Ohio 45215 for the Greater Cincinnati Chapter of Habitat for Humanity. Good Shepherd is one of 11 churches in the Eastside Coalition and have three work dates that you can volunteer in
different capacities:
•
•

July 23 - Good Shepherd provides lunch and workers; working with St. Paul United Methodist
August 20 - Good Shepherd provides workers; working with Montgomery Presbyterian (who provides lunches) and St.
Paul United Methodist.
September 17 - Good Shepherd provides lunch and workers; working with Wyoming Presbyterian

•

Carpentry skills are not necessary to volunteer. There are many ways that you can help, you just need to be willing to volunteer your time. All tools and safety equipment are provided by Habitat, or if you have it, bring your tool belt and hammer. All volunteers are required to be 16 years or older, volunteers under 18 must be accompanied by a parent.
Times are from 8:30 am until 3:30 pm.
These volunteer opportunities with Habitat can be very rewarding as you are able to meet and work with the family members of the future homeowner.
Please let Roy Johnson, rjohnson138@cinci.rr.com, (513)262-6480 know if you will be available to prepare lunch (expenses
reimbursed by Good Shepherd), work at the site, or if you have any questions.

NEWS FROM THE EDGE

Summer at the Edge House
Summer finds the Edge House staff and students planting our vegetable garden and resetting
the house for the next year. The blackberry bushes are laden with flowers and tiny future berries, there are picnic table kits in the garage waiting to be put together, and people in and out
of the house for homework and meetings. There are fewer people about but not by a lot—it’s
just a more relaxed atmosphere than the rest of the year. We do a group session of contemplative prayer on Wednesday afternoons and a book group on Wednesday evenings, reading
Butler’s The Parable of the Sower and Coates’ Water Dancer. And we do still have Nosh during
the summer—if you’d like to try out cooking for a smaller group, there’s a sign up at the bottom of the page at https://www.edge-uc.org/.
Connect with our monthly newsletter on Pages 9 through 11 of this month’s edition of The
Shepherd’s Horn.
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Please register for any Adult Faith Formation via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd or 891-1700, x. 120.

The Book of Joy Book Study with Pastor Jodi Keith
Sometimes a book comes to the top of my to-be-read pile at just the right time (thank you, Holy
Spirit, in the person of a very good friend!). The Book of Joy by His Holiness the Dalai Lama and
Archbishop Desmond Tutu was just such a book earlier this year. Many of us have spent the
last 2 years (or more) wondering how to find and keep a sense of joy in our lives in the midst of so many personal and
global challenges. I invite you to join me in a journey through this beautiful book filled with the wisdom of two of the
modern world’s greatest faith leaders. A side benefit is learning more about the practice of Buddhism and seeing the
Archbishop and the Dalai Lama model how people of different faiths can have deep, meaningful conversations, respecting and learning from one another’s traditions while remaining firmly planted in one’s own.
New voices are always welcome to the discussion. Timeframe for each meeting is about an hour and a half, starting at
6:30pm--location TBD. Note that there will be up to 90 pages of reading for each session and you’ll need to get a copy of
the book. Our public library has copies and of course various editions are available from your favorite bookseller.
Please contact Pr. Jodi if you’d like to join or if you have questions. jodi@pastorjodi.com or 513-260-2981.

Bible Study with Pastor Pat | “Scouting the Divine”
Join Pastor Pat for the Bible Study Scouting the Divine, starting Monday, July 11 – Monday, August 15 at 1p.m.
The Bible is full of clever plots and compelling stories, laced with historic insights and literary beauty. Despite its richness
and depth, many of us struggle to close the gap between the ancient world and our own.
Maybe you’ve asked these questions, too: What does it mean to know that Jesus is the Good Shepherd when the only
place you’ve encountered sheep is at a petting zoo? How can you understand the promise of a land flowing with honey
when you buy yours in a bear-shaped bottle? Can you grasp the urgency of Jesus’ invitation to abide in the vine when
you shop for grapes at a local grocery store?

Join Pastor Pat on the spiritual adventure of a lifetime in this 6-session DVD Bible study. As we walk though fields and
farms on the DVD, we’ll explore how ancient livelihoods illuminate meaningful Christian truths that apply to life today.
Follow along as we spend time with a grape-grower, shepherdess, beekeeper, and farmer who each bring fresh insights
to familiar Scripture and leave you in awe of God’s Word.
We will need a minimum of 5 participants for the class to take place. Please sign up for this study by contacting Pastor
Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com or at https://goodshepherd.com/News-Events.

CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)

Emergency Meals
Emergency Meals for Members consists of individuals who volunteer to help make meals for a household experiencing some type of emergency such as sudden illness, hospitalization, death of a family
member or other critical situation. We have great group of cooks who are willing to make a meal for
members who find themselves in such emergency situations.
Thanks to all who faithfully serve in this ministry and thank you to those who recently prepared meals for members who
were in need. God’s love was certainly felt by your kind acts and delicious food. We also want to thank members who
have brought meals to those in need which they purchased. If you need more information about this ministry please
contact Arlene Wojcieszak at raylene53@zoomtown.com or Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com.
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
https://goodshepherd.com/News-Events.

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity on Saturday, July 16th from 10am – Noon. We will support Tikkun Farm staff in its
mission to heal people, repair communities and restore God’s creation through our time there (and did you hear
there are baby alpacas?!?!). Please RSVP via REALM by 7/13.
• Summer is a great time to get a head start on completing Worship Notes for the 2022-2023 ministry year. Electronic
worship notes can be found at the bottom of the Worship Resource page or at https://goodshepherd.com/
Worship/Worship-Resources. Hard-copy Worship Notes can be found in the narthex. Completed Worship Notes can
be submitted to the corresponding student folder located in LL 002/003.
• Pastor Pat will be contacting incoming 7th grade families to schedule a Confirmation Visit to further discuss potential participation in our Confirmation ministry.
• 8th grade students – please schedule your Confirmation Interview with Pastor Pat by August 21, 2022.
Coming Next Month
• Confirmation Open House for the 2022-2023 ministry year will be on Sunday, August 14th at 10:00am.
• Tikkun Farm Service Day: August 20th from 10am – Noon.
Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity on Saturday, July 16th from 10am – Noon. We will support Tikkun Farm staff in its
mission to heal people, repair communities and restore God’s creation through our time there (and did you hear
there are baby alpacas?!?!). Please RSVP via REALM by 7/13.
• Art Exhibit at the Freedom Center: Sunday, July 17th. Explore “Marking Time: Art in the Age of Mass Incarceration”
that features over 35 artists who are focusing on the themes of state imprisonment and repression. A carpool will
meet at GSLC at 10am and return by 1pm. This a FREE event. Please RSVP via REALM by 7/13.
• Thrifting Extravaganza: Join in the fun as we prepare for our mission trip with Appalachian Service Project with an
afternoon of popping tags. We will meet at the Valley Thrift Store in Evendale at 4pm on Wednesday, July 20th and
then share a meal together at a nearby eatery.
Coming Next Month
• CHANGE OF DATE: Flock River Day – Friday, August 12th,
• Tikkun Farm Service Day: August 20th from 10am – Noon.
• Save the Date: Flock Boo-Hoo Back to School Breakfast on Sunday, August 21st at 10am. Look for more details in
the August Horn.
•

Families
Summer Fun & Service Opportunities with Parent Connect
Parent Connect is hosting a meet-up at 50-West on Wednesday, July 13th starting at 5:30pm.
Enjoy burgers and fries while the kids dig in the sandboxes. (And if you haven’t tried their
milkshakes yet, you have been missing out!) Contact Jill Messner at jillybean141@gmail.com
with any questions.
Families of all ages are welcome to serve together at Tikkun Farm on Saturday, July 16th from
10am – Noon. We will support Tikkun Farm staff in its mission to heal people, repair communities and restore God’s creation through our time there (and did you hear there are baby alpacas?!?!) Please register at https://onrealm.org/ by July 13th.
Popsicles in the Park: Thursday, July 21st at 5:30pm at Summit Park. We’ll meet up by the tower and then play until the kids are ready for bed.
Contact Jen Jarman
(jjarman@goodshepherd.com) with questions or to be informed of last-minute changes to
this event.
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Small Groups
MOPS
Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) may be on summer break from regular meetings, but that doesn't
mean we aren’t busy working on next year! The theme for 2022-2023 is “We Go Together” and MOPS
International is declaring it the year of friendship, courage and purpose. Friendships where we aggressively believe in each other, pray for each other, and believe the other deserves the world. That is what
we do at MOPS.
If you’re ready for a community like this, then you belong here. Your best days are ahead of you. We are going to be here
cheering you on. And what you can’t do alone, we can and will do together.
We are having meet-ups during the months of July and August for both the family and just the Moms. Our first family play
date is Wednesday, 7/6 from 9-11am at the Playground and splash pad at Juilfs Park. The July Moms Night Out is Sunday,
7/10 at 6pm at Tahona Restaurant at Summit Park.
More information is available on our facebook (@GSLCMOPS) or reach out through email (gslcmops513@gmail.com). You
do not need to be a part of the group to join us and we hope to see you then, or when we restart our monthly meetings in
September.

Literature & Our Faith
Come join Literature and Our Faith on July 18th to discuss The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue by V.E. Schwab. "France, 1714:
In a moment of desperation, a young woman makes a Faustian bargain to live forever - and is cursed to be forgotten by everyone she meets. Thus begins the extraordinary life of Addie LaRue and a dazzling adventure that will play out across centuries
and continents, across history and art, as a young woman learns how far she will go to leave her mark on the world."
Our selection for August 15th is Persuasion by Jane Austen and our September 19th read is The Rose Code by Kate Quinn.
We meet on the third Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Church library.
Please let Karen Mazzei know by email, kmazzei@hotmail.com or phone 513-290-8819 if you would like to join us. Reading
the book is never a requirement for a great conversation!

Moms of Faith

"... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith." ~Romans 1:12

Moms of Faith is a group for moms whose children are school aged and older. We will continue to meet periodically over
the summer. A new Bible study will begin in September. For more information, please contact Lisa Meili at
larm@cinci.rr.com.

Pub Theology
Jesus in a Bar! Join Men Doing Life for a beer and some discussions about life, faith, doubt, and other matters. Skeptical?
Come sit around a table with us as we discuss a wide ranging variety of ideas for the sake of deepening our relationships
and widening our perspectives. Pub Theology meets the third Tuesday of every month at 7 pm at MVP Sports Bar & Grille
in Silverton (6923 Plainfield Rd, 45236). Plan to join us on July 19th! Contact Pastor Alex at ahoops@goodshepherd.com
with questions.

Good Shepherd Outdoors
Geocaching at Ault Park | August 13th at 10 am. Geocaching is a fun “treasure hunt” adventure that folks can do to get them active outdoors. Ault Park features 10+ geocaches for
participants to search for. There will be no specific hiking distance; expect to hike in the 1
to 3-mile range if you want to find all the geocaches in the park. There is no fee to access
the park. A geocaching phone app is helpful, but not necessary. Learn more and sign-up
online at https://goodshepherd.com/News-Events.
Email Scott Puthoff (sputhoff@goodshepherd.com) with questions or for more information.

Small Groups Continued on Page 8
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Botanical Bunch (Small Groups Continued)
Do you like gardening? The Botanical Bunch meets Tuesday mornings from April through October. We water, trim,
weed, and take care of the beautiful plants that surround the church. If you would like to join us please contact Karin
Schneider (k.schmeider@fuse.net; 513-791-8923) or just show up at church around 8:00 am on any Tuesday morning.

55+ Club
July 5th will be Ken Holdt, who will lead our group in a 4th of July inspired sing-a-long. Reservations of $15/person
should be sent by Monday, June 27th, 2022 to John VanOsdol, 7355 Village Dr., Mason, Ohio 45040.

Good Shepherd Film Discussion Series: Love is Strange
“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things.” -1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (RSV)
Thanks to our Good Shepherd film lovers for attending our new film discussion series! This year’s theme, Love is
Strange, enabled us to experience the love and grace of God in a variety of locations, from Texas to New York City to
Denmark. Our discussions were lively! Many perceptive comments were contributed by our participants.
Here is some more good news: our program has been renewed for another season! We will be back in September with a
new monthly series of films to ponder and enjoy together. You do not need to attend every film; come any time, as your
calendar allows. Bring a friend; new perspectives always enhance our discussions.
Next month, a list of films for our new series will be published. For now, here is the theme: Do the Right Thing (The
Choices We Make).
See you at the movies!
Doug McConnell

Yoga at Good Shepherd.
Yoga returns in July 17th at 3:30 pm and will recur each Sunday at 3:30 pm through August 28th. Our instructor is Christy Plaugher, GSLC member & certified yoga instructor. Yoga practice centered in the breath can help improve the mindbody connection. Focusing on the breath helps quiet a busy mind. This can increase mental clarity, balance the nervous
system and improve sleep. Cost is $0. Bring your yoga mat and all are welcome. CHILDCARE AVAILABLE! Questions,
contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com.

Livestream camera Operators
GSLC is looking for volunteers that would be willing to learn and operate our livestream worship
cameras. Training starts with a self-directed online overview of the system and progresses to a
time of a shadowing trained operators, hands-on practice during Contemporary Worship Music
Practice, assisted operating of cameras during worship, and then finally operation of the cameras unassisted. Training is done at the comfort level of the volunteer. If you have interest in video/cameras or are just looking for a new skill or way to serve our mission - email Scott Puthoff at
sputhoff@goodshepherd.com.
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