The Shepherd’s Horn
March 2021
In-person worship update
Dear Good Shepherd Family,
Warmest greetings in the name of Christ. We are writing to share some updates on recent decisions by the Church Council in collaboration with the clergy and the COVID-19
Task Force.

Firstly, we want to acknowledge that this has been a very challenging year for everyone
as our lives have been upended in ways we could not have imagined because of the pandemic. During times of uncertainty and struggle, our faith in God and love for and from
our church family become life-giving resources, providing hope and strength to cope.
Given the highly contagious nature of the virus, we have not been able to gather indoors
in larger groups to comfort, strengthen, and encourage one another, which has only added to the depth of our struggle. It has been a challenging time for all of us. For those
who have felt a deep sense of urgency to be together in community, we appreciate your
patient understanding and compassion. We have made what we feel are the best decisions for the care of all. We know God has been with us, and we look to the future filled
with hope.
It is also important that we acknowledge that this experience has created change that
will alter many things in our daily life moving forward. While a normalcy will return, as
with any change, it will not be the same as in the past and in order to continue our ministry, we will need to continue to adapt and change. While online worship does not replace being together as a church family, it will be an integral part of our worship life moving forward. It allows us to expand our congregation beyond our building, as well as
reach those homebound in our congregation much more extensively than previously
possible.
Looking forward, we are greatly encouraged by the positive trends related to COVID-19,
including declines in infection rate, ICU utilization, and death rate in our county. We are
further heartened with the recent start and rollout of the vaccine, as well as the numbers
of people being vaccinated. Taking these things into consideration the COVID-19 Task
Force, along with the Church Council and clergy, have agreed to target the Sunday after
Easter as the date to begin introducing indoor, in-person worship. While worship will
have to look and feel very different because of mask wearing, social distancing, required
reservations, and limited attendance, we look forward to creating the opportunity, especially for those most eager, to gather in our sanctuary.
We know many may be disappointed, as are we, not to be able to celebrate Holy Week
together in-person in the sanctuary. Palm Sunday and Easter are normally among our
most attended services of the year, and with social distancing requirements for indoor
gathering, we will not be able to accommodate all who would wish to attend. It is our
hope on those days to provide festive parking lot services, along with a robust online
worship offering. Until that time when we meet for in-person gathering, we will be utilizing live premiere worship (similar to live-stream) from the sanctuary, using our newly
installed cameras and continuous video, each Sunday at 9am and 11am, beginning on
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COVID TASK FORCE UPDATE continued
February 21. This format will also continue in parallel for the foreseeable future for those not able to join in-person.
As your elected leaders and pastors, we are deeply grateful and inspired by your faithfulness and generosity to continue
our mission during this extraordinary year. Your commitment to our mission and ministry and your desire to love God and
love your neighbor have revealed the brightness of Christ’s light shining in you. Thank you for the care you have shown for
your church family and our staff over these many months.
As our target date for reinitiating in-person worship approaches, we’ll continue to monitor the key indicators mentioned
above to ensure the plan remains a safe option and we’ll keep you informed with further updates and details. Please continue to pray that we are guided by God’s wisdom to do what is in the best interest of our community. We truly care and
want to make decisions for the health, safety, and future of Good Shepherd and look forward to joyfully reuniting in person.
In the interim, if you have any questions, concerns, or words of encouragement, we invite you to reach out to any of the
pastors, the Church Council President, or members of the COVID-19 Task Force, their phone numbers are available in Realm
or you can obtain by calling the church office at (513) 891-1700. You can also email any of the Pastors for more information:
Pastor Heidi Johns
Pastor Pat Badkey
Pastor Alex Hoops
Pastor Alice Connor
Ron Zink

Clergy hjohns@goodshepherd.com
Clergy pbadkey@goodshepherd.com
Clergy ahoops@goodshepherd.com
Clergy aconnor@goodshepherd.com
Church Council President

Hans Schwarz
Tracey Long
Karen Eller
Jim Messner
David Dietrichson
Chris Fitz

COVID-19 Task Force
COVID-19 Task Force
COVID-19 Task Force
COVID-19 Task Force
COVID-19 Task Force
COVID-19 Task Force

Remaining members of Council:
Brenda Fuentes, Cathy Heppler, Troy Kroeger, Sharon Norris, Vicki Schapp and Kathy Shuman

Church News
Debbie Jones Announces Her Retirement
It was with a mixture of sadness and joy that the church council received the announcement of Deacon
Debbie Jones’ retirement. We are sad for our congregation and our worship life together. Debbie has
been on staff since 1987 and has brought us bounteous blessings! We are also filled with JOY knowing that
Debbie and Steve have many wonderful plans for their retirement. Here is the letter that Debbie sent to
the Council:
Dear Pastor Heidi and Members of Church Council,
On September 1st, 1987, I was hired as Good Shepherd's first full-time Worship and Music Director. With my
husband's recent retirement from teaching and the birth of a new granddaughter in South Dakota, I realize
that I would like to spend more time with my family. Therefore, I am announcing my retirement, effective September 1st, 2021.
My involvement in Church Music spans over 50 years when in third grade I began playing piano for my church's Sunday School
openings. In January 1970, as a Freshman in High School, I was hired to be the 8:00 organist for a church in Toledo. Over the
years I have served in various musical capacities for churches in Toledo, Springfield, and Bowling Green. In addition, I also served
for a time, as Youth Director and Director of Christian Education. I was commissioned as a Rostered Leader in the National
Church on February 1st, 1984.
When I began my Ministry at Good Shepherd, there were two identical worship services. The 40-voice choir alternated at whichservice it would sing based on the Bengals' playing schedule. We had an electronic organ and a bell choir that only used two
tables. I was told that the church would never have a pipe organ until one Christmas Eve one of the speakers in the attic blew.
The organ ran on tubes which were no longer being manufactured. A replacement pipe organ was installed in 1991.

(Church News Continued on Page 3)
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Church News Continued
When I was offered the position at Good Shepherd, I accepted because of the church's commitment to Outreach.
I truly believed in 1987 that a church that reached out to
its community would continue to thrive. As our Worship
and Music programs have changed over the years, the one
constant has been Good Shepherd's commitment to Outreach. Good Shepherd continues to be a generous and caring community to Cincinnati, the Synod and beyond.
Thank you for allowing me to serve Good Shepherd for all
these years. I will certainly miss working with such a dedicated staff, musicians and the congregation. I also look forward to moving closer to my daughter and finding new ways to serve.
Peace,
Deacon Debbie Jones

Our Mission
Good Shepherd
is a caring Christian
community whose
purpose is to...
SHARE God’s grace;
GROW our faith;
SERVE others.

We will be celebrating and giving thanks for Debbie’s ministry with a party closer to her retirement date. Debbie has also graciously offered us some “lead” time so we can begin
forming a search committee to fill this vital role in our ministry.
Looking For A Church Home?
We will be holding a new member class via Zoom on Sundays April 11, 18 and 25 from 10-11am
each week. If you have been looking for a place to belong, a place to make meaningful relationships centered on Christ. If you have been longing to grow in faith and engage in service
to others, then being a part of our church family is a great place to start. In our class we will
dive deep into what it means to follow Jesus in our everyday lives, not just on Sunday. We
will get to know each other, and you will learn more about Good Shepherd, and we always
leave time for questions! If you are interested in registering, or want more information, you
can email Pastor Heidi Johns at hjohns@goodshepherd.com, or calling the church at (513)
891-1700.

We are rooted in the Bible.

Our Core Values
Unconditional love

GSLC Endowment Matching Funds Update
You may remember last year, right before the pandemic, the Good Shepherd Endowment
Fund Board challenged the Cincinnati area ELCA churches to collect donations for Vida Eterna-Iglesia Luterana (VEIL), an ELCA Latino congregation that meets in West Chester. The fun
part of the challenge was that the Endowment Fund would match gifts given during the seasons of Lent and Easter. Well, then the pandemic hit and so many things were put on hold.
However, even in the midst of all the challenges our sister congregations gifted VEIL with
$18,052 last year, which we now plan to match through the Endowment Fund.
During the pandemic VEIL was able to offer their Spanish language services online, and Pastora Carmen was able to stay connected to her flock. Many of her families struggled with job
loss and other hardships and Good Shepherd was able to help with an additional $1000 gift
for her Pastor’s “love” fund for families in crisis. We hope they will be able to begin their
homework and summer reading ministry soon—and get their youth group back together.
They are a blessing to our Synod and we feel blessed to have been able to partner with them
and other area Lutherans in these past months.
(Church News Continued on Page 4)
Ron Schapp and his family share their heartfelt thanks for the outpouring of condolences, compassion and prayers in the passing of his wife, Betsy, on January
25. They have been a great source of comfort to them. - Ron Schapp & Family
Thank you again for all the “Get Well Cards” and e-mails. They have cheered me up. After
spending over a week at Bethesda North and couple of weeks at Tri Health pavilion The plans
are to be home by March 12. It cannot be too soon ! Miss you all! Hugs! - Erika Thiele

Grace
Forgiveness
Faith
Service
Hospitality
Compassion
Stewardship
Integrity
Learning
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Church News Continued
Stephen Ministry News
Are you experiencing pandemic fatigue—that feeling of being mentally and emotionally
exhausted by everything that’s going on right now? We all facing different kinds of life
challenges during these times—
•
•
•
•
•
•

Isolation and loneliness;
Anxiety over health;
Grief;
Juggling work, childcare, and schooling responsibilities;
Financial strain and job loss;
Uncertainty about the future . . .

The list goes on. It is no wonder we may be hit by pandemic fatigue. But you do not have to go through it alone. If you or
someone you care about is experiencing difficulties like these, our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage
and be there to offer support.
A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately—by phone, by video chat, or possibly in person when it is safe to do so—
to focus on you and your needs. It’s completely confidential, and it offers real care, comfort and hope.
You can find out more by calling Mary Naylor at 513-891-1475. The GSLC Stephen Ministers stand ready to walk with you.

SPOTLIGHT ON CARING FOR ALL MEMBERS (CFAM)
The Shepherd’s Pantry is open for members to shop during the pandemic office hours, 9:00a.m. –
3:00p.m. The pantry has been moved temporarily to Room 102 during the kitchen remodel. If you
have any other questions about the pantry, please contact Pastor Pat at pbadkey@goodshepherd.com, or call her at 891-1700, ext. 111. Members are welcomed to drop off donations for the pantry during office hours. We are grateful for all the ways that GSLC cares for all
members.

Outreach Updates
Taft Elementary
For Valentines Day Taft volunteers packed two bags of goodies for each of our students. One bag was
full of snacks and a drink and the other had small games, school supplies, candy and toys. They were
dropped off at school and the teachers distributed them to the students.
February 22nd Mary Naylor, Sue Matz, Lena Schwarz and Beth Townsend met virtually with our second
and third grade classes to do activities that focused on the importance of wearing masks, how they can
effect communications and to show each student how they are special and unique even behind a mask.
First, students guessed who various famous people were behind the
mask. They did pretty well. They then did an activity that focuses on why we must wear
masks but also how each of us is still unique and wonderful behind our mask. The students drew a self portrait and chose adjectives that described them. Students shared their
drawing and self descriptors. They covered their portrait with a mask and decided they
are the same with or without a mask.
We will again be meeting virtually with the students in March. If you would like to participate please contact Sue Matz or Beth Townsend.

Outreach Updates continued on Page 5
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Outreach Updates Continued
Crocheters, Quilters, and Knitters!
The yarn supply at Good Shepherd is very low. We have people who turn extra yarn into
beautiful lap robes, prayer shawls and afghans. If you have leftover or unwanted yarn, we
can take that off your hands. Just drop off any skeins – full or partial – at the church and we
will get it to those who can transform it into useful items. These items are given to congregational shut-ins and various hospitals in the area. Baby yarn is turned into afghans and hats
for little people. Questions? Call Erika Thiele 576-0404 or Jackie Cutshall 204-2895.

Small Groups
Walk Talk Pray
The promise of Spring is in the air and we are heading out on Sunday afternoons to
enjoy it!
Come join us for the Good Shepherd Walk, Talk, Pray Series on Sunday afternoons at
2:00 PM. Walk Talk Pray is a safe way to share devotions and conversation, while getting some good exercise and exploring new parks and trails. The group will either walk
on trails, or pavement, depending on weather and ground conditions. Please wear a
mask and try to arrive about 10 minutes early so that folks can start devotions right on
time and get moving! If you are interested in trying this out or think you might be,
send an email to Tracey Long at tracey.long@yahoo.com to be added to the email list
and be informed of the walking plan. We hope you will consider this opportunity to
get outdoors, explore a new park or trail and enjoy God's beautiful creation in fellowship with others!
MOPS
Mothers of 0-Kindergarten aged children are invited to an evening of fellowship and growth with other moms.
Join MOPS this month on March 9th at 7pm via Zoom. To sign-up contact GSLCMOPS513@gmail.com to be included on our Zoom link or check us out on Facebook @GSLCMOPS.

Literature & Our Faith
Join Literature and Our Faith on March 15th at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom as we discuss "The Book of Longings" by Sue Monk
Kidd. “Grounded in meticulous research and written with a reverential approach to Jesus's life that focuses on his humanity, The Book of Longings is an inspiring, unforgettable account of one woman's bold struggle to realize the passion and
potential inside her, while living in a time, place and culture devised to silence her. It is a triumph of storytelling both timely
and timeless, from a masterful writer at the height of her powers.” Our April 19th selection is “News of the World” by Paulette Jiles.
We will gather at 7:30 p.m. Come join us! (Reading the book is never a requirement for good conversation). Please let Karen Mazzei know by email, kmazzei@hotmail.com or phone 513-290-8819 if you would like to join.

Moms of Faith

"... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith." ~Romans 1:12

Moms of Faith is a group of moms whose children are in school. They have resumed their Bible study -- "Twelve More
Women of the Bible" on Tuesday afternoons at 1 p.m. over Zoom. Weeks when they are not meeting in Bible study they
meet for mutual support over Zoom. Be sure to check it out.
For more information about Moms of Faith and confirm the latest plans, please contact Lisa Meili by emailing her at
larm@cinci.rr.com.
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Please register for any Adult Faith Formation via REALM or by contacting Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd or 891-1700, x. 120.

Bible Babes
Remember that Bible Babes meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 10 am
for a time of Bible study and fellowship. If you have questions about this group, contact
Anne Miller or Jen Jarman.
Anti-Racism 101
Wednesdays, April 7th through April 21st, 2021 from 12:00 - 1:30pm via Zoom
Join Pastor Alice and Matthew Petersen for a three-session intro-level class to learn more about what’s going on and to
begin engaging with what we can do. (Each class is scheduled to be 1 1/2 hours long, but the participants in the last iterations were so engaged, we may need a little bit more time to explore, so please make a note of that.) Class is free and will
be conducted over Zoom. If you have friends or coworkers who would like too participate, they are welcome--please add
them as "named guests." Because of the depth and intimacy of the subject matter, we expect potential attendees to be
present for all three classes. Register via REALM to receive the Zoom link.
“The Universal Christ” Book Club
The book club, facilitated by Matthew Petersen, meets Sundays at 12 pm to discuss Richard Rohr’s book, “The Universal
Christ”. This landmark book from one of our most beloved spiritual writers, and an invitation to contemplate how God
liberates and loves all that is. Book club is on-going and meets through March 14th. Sign-up via Realm.
Additional opportunities to grow in faith are plentiful during this season of Lent. We hope you found a small group to join at a day/time that fits
your schedule. Together, let’s further of mission of GSLC to Share, Grow, and Serve.

Youth and Family Ministry
Family Camp – Family Faith Immersion
This summer families have a unique opportunity to immerse themselves in a week of faith formation through Family Camp. Family Camp offers families days filled with creative bible lessons, music, games, crafts, swimming, campfires and daily devotions. Consider this your invitation to join other GSLC families at a week of Family Camp during Summer 2021: July 25 – 31, 2021 at Lutheridge, located in Arden, N.C.

GSLC wants to bless families as they take a week to grow in their faith together by blessing each
family with a $200 gift towards their total camp balance. Simply forward your camp invoice to Jen Jarman once you have
registered to receive this gift.
Prices increase March 15th, so send any and all of your questions to Jen Jarman at jjarman@goodshepherd.com so that you
don’t miss out on this unique faith forming opportunity at the best price.
Manna + Family Worship
Manna + Family Worship = our COVID-style faith practice hour for all
ages where we feed our faith and follow Jesus. As we transition from
the season of Epiphany into Lent, our interactive outdoor gatherings
will help us grow in faith as we join in song and build community together. Join us on the following days at the corresponding locations:
Sunday, March 7th from 2:00pm – 4:00pm: Super Family Games 2.0 in the GSLC Parking Lot.
Rotate your way around the GSLC parking lot as your family unit enjoys a variety of both
community participation games (think Settlers of Catan) and familiar games, like Connect 4.
Youth and Family Ministry continued on Page 7
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BE PART OF UPCOMING EVENTS!
For more information or to register for any events, contact Jen Jarman (513.891.1700, x120) or via
Realm

•

•

Kindergarten and 1st Graders
Kindergarten & 1st Grade Worship Workshop: Saturday, March 20, 2021 from 10:30am – Noon. Parents of Kindergarten and 1st Grade children are invited to spend time with their children in the GSLC sanctuary learning more
about what we do, when we do it and why we do it during a typical Lutheran worship service. RSVP via REALM by
March 15th.
Tweens
Bible Bowl: Sunday, March 14th at 4:00pm via Zoom. What is a Bible Bowl? A Bible Bowl is a quick recall game
where students compete over their knowledge of scripture. Pre-selected books of the Bible will be shared with
your Tween ahead of time to study and become familiar with. Tweens will then compete against one another to
answer the most questions correctly as asked by the Quizmaster (aka Pastor Alex) about the pre-selected texts.
The prize at stake is our coveted “Bible Bowl” Trophy. RSVP via REALM by March 10th to receive the Zoom Link
and Bible Stories.

Confirmation (7th and 8th Grades)
Sunday School at 10am via Zoom continues throughout the month of March, except for March 14th due to Faith Masterpiece Meeting.
• Parents & 8th Grade Student Faith Masterpiece Meeting on Sunday, March 14th at 10:00am with Pastor Pat via Zoom.
Coming Next Month
• Confirmation Spring Mini-Retreat: Saturday, April 17th from 1:00pm – 4:00pm in the GSLC Parking Lot.
•

Senior High (9th - 12th Grades)
• FLOCK Monthly Virtual Check-In: Thursday, March 4th at 7:08pm via Google Meet.
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, March 13th from 10am – Noon.
• DIY At-Home Holy Week Prayer Stations: March 28th – April 3rd.
Coming Next Month
• Tikkun Farm Service Opportunity: Saturday, April 10th from 10am – Noon.
• Flock Hike: Sunday, April 18th from 2:00pm – 3:30pm at Glenwood Gardens.

Youth and Family Ministry Continued
All Manna + Family Worship outdoor gatherings are weather dependent and will follow at GSLC COVID Safety Protocols. We ask
all families to RSVP via REALM to let us know you are coming.
Holy Week Scavenger Hunt (formerly known as the Annual GSLC Egg Hunt)
We are switching things up this year! GSLC families of all ages are invited to walk through the story of Holy Week by participating in a Holy Week Scavenger Hunt in the GSLC Parking Lot on Saturday, March 27th from 4:00 – 5:30pm. Arrive anytime
during this timeframe to receive your Holy Week Guide and follow it as you walk the path of Holy Week. An Easter surprise
will be awaiting each child when they complete the Scavenger Hunt. RSVP via REALM by March 24th to reserve your Easter
surprise.
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