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A PRAYER FOR 
GROWTH 

 
Lord, we would grow 

with you 
New shoots reaching 

out 
Hands stretched upward 

Like leaves newly 
formed  

Soaking up your light 
and warmth 

Lord, we would grow 
with you 

 
Lord, we would grow 

with you 
In sunshine and rain 
In darkness and light 

In cold days and 
summer days 

From Springtime to 
Winter 

Lord, we would grow 
with you 

 
Lord, we would grow 

with you 
And bring forth fruit 

That is pleasing to you 
Fed by your living water  

Giving sustenance to 
others 

Lord, we would grow 
with you 

 
~ contemporary Welsh prayer 
posted on A Place for Prayer. 

Worship at Good Shepherd 
Fourth Weekend in Lent 
March 21 & 22, 2020 
 
 

G A T H E R I N GG A T H E R I N G  

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Based on John 15:1-8) 
We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ. 
We come because we seek to abide in Christ. 
 
The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit. 
We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, productive. 
 
If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us. 
We come because we strive to be faithful disciples. 
 
Yet we confess that all is not well with the way we live. 
 
For the occasions when we have been the ones to introduce disease into the vine, 
preferring its contamination to the vigour of health. 
Forgive us, Lord. 
 
For neglecting to draw deeply on the sap of Life, 
Forgive us, Lord. 
 
For our tendency to wander instead of growing on the framework you provide, 
Forgive us, Lord. 
  
For being content, and sometimes even proud of, a few sparse or undersized fruits,  
Forgive us, Lord. 
 
For the apathy which lets us to go through some seasons without bearing any fruit. 
Forgive us, Lord. 
 
Have mercy on us. 
Do not lose patience and cut us off from the true vine. 
Heal our diseases, train our wandering tendrils, 
Prune our unfruitful branches and cut away our diseased ones 
So that we may bring forth the Fruit of the Spirit. 

Fruit of the Spirit:  
Patience
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In baptism God claimed you 
and joined you to Christ, as branches to a vine. 
Believe the promise given to you: 
in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, 
why is it that we look, but do not see? 
Bring us again and again into your light 
until your ways become visible to us, 
and bear fruit in us. 
Touch us so that we are utterly changed, 
a "before" and "after," 
a "now" and "then"; 
that we may also say, 
"One thing I do know, 
that though I was blind, now I see." 
Lord, we believe; 
help our unbelief. 
In Christ's light, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 

W O R DW O R D  

 
 
FIRST READING:  Samuel 16:1-13 
 
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse 
the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel 
said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a 
heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one 
whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you 
come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons 
and invited them to the sacrifice. 
  6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is 
now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance 
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see 
as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 
8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 
the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither 
has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, 

Samuel anointed David 
even though he was the 

eighth-oldest son of 
Jesse and did not 

match his brothers in 
height or other physical 
characteristics. With the 

anointing came 
endowment with the 

Spirit of the Lord, 
designating David as 

the Lord’s chosen 
successor to Saul.
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“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is 
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 
down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING:  Ephesians 5:8-14 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of 
light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to 
find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such 
people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,  
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL:  John 9:1-41 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 
be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 
night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this 
not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they 
kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man 
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 
wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is 
he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
  13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it 
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He 
put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, 
“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 

Because we now live in 
the divine light which is 

Jesus Christ, we 
conduct our lives in 
ways that reflect the 
light of Christ, so that 

our activity is truly 
pleasing to God.

Jesus heals a man born 
blind, provoking a 

hostile reaction that he 
regards as spiritual 

blindness to the things 
of God.



“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So 
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
  18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is 
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents 
answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not 
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is 
of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of 
the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of 
age; ask him.” 
  24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not 
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 
26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He 
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want 
to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The 
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, 
and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does 
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has 
it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were 
not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in 
sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
  35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I 
may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking 
with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I 
came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who 
do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to 
him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON (Please keep an eye on your email, the church website, or church facebook 
page for more information) 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYER 
Ever-present God, you are the giver of all life, and you know what we need even 
before we ask. During this time of uncertainty, fear, and precaution, let your Spirit of 
wholeness and health fall fresh upon your people. Sustain all health care providers and 
first responders as they care for those who are ill. Give wisdom and insight to 
researchers who seek medical solutions for this virus.Provide for those families, 
businesses, and institutions who are financially impacted during this time of caution. 
Give comfort to those who are quarantined or isolated. Give courage to college and 
school administrators, educators, students, and families as they adapt to this new 
reality. And call anew your church to love both you and our neighbors in new and 
faithful ways in the coming weeks. We trust and know that you hear our prayer, and 
will provide, because of your self-giving love in Jesus. It is in his name that we pray. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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S E N D I N GS E N D I N G   
 
 
BLESSING 
May God, the Vine Grower, Jesus the Vine, and the Holy Spirit bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
You are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ. 
Go in peace and be fruitful. 
Thanks Be to God 
 
 

C O P Y R I G H TC O P Y R I G H T   
 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS002280. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Confession - adapted. Written by Joanna Harader and posted on Spacious Faith, and by Bruce Prewer and posted on 
Bruce Prewer's Homepage. 

Forgiveness. Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship 
Companion. Copyright 2014. 
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GOOD SHEPHERD’S 
PURPOSE: 

 
To be a  Caring 

Christian Community 
where we... 

 
• SHARE God’s grace 

• GROW our faith 
• SERVE others. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 7701 Kenwood Rd.  *  Cincinnati, OH  45236  

www.goodshepherd.com 


